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Danbury Dismayed by District Debacle

By John Bradley

Lowell, MA — The Danbury Mad Hatter Chorus entered the
2008 Northeastern District Chorus Finals on Saturday,
October 25, with a great deal of confidence. They won the
Best Small Chorus title at the spring Yankee Division contest,
along with the Most Improved Chorus trophy. Some members
felt fifth place was not impossible. But they left Lowell with a
16" place finish out of 18 choruses, earning a combined score
of 1,001, 3 points below their 15" place finish at the district
contest last year.

The nine-judge panel awarded the chorus 491 points for their

first svphg, RaOmbow,” and 510
Judging Summar

Music Presentation | Singing | Total
AOver 161 171 159 491
Rai nb
AHear 166 177 167 510
Yt was di sappointing,” said
when informed of ttwhtmadpsrformede s .
much better. But,” he conti

and effort to prepare properly for competition at the district

|l evel . I't | ooks | i ke we didn

According to Mad Hatter music director, Joe Hudson,
50 people from the audience thought we should have scored
higher. So we succeeded in the fact that we entertained the
audience.”

Said another Mad Hatter, wi shing to remain

the bright side, it puts us in a great position to win Most
ImprovedChor us next vyear .’

The Narragansett Bay Chorus of Providence, RI, won the 2008
District
representative to the 2009 Harmony Society International
Chorus Competition in Anaheim, CA, next July. They scored

(Medl ey) and “Just in Ti me.

“Abou

Chorus Champion and

The Manchester, CT, Silk City Chorus came in second,
followed by The Racing City Chorus from Saratoga Springs,
NY, The Green Mountain Chorus from Burlington, VT, and
the Worcester, MA, Men of Song. The Plateau A chorus
winner was the Lowell, MA, Gentleman Songsters, and
Saratoga Springs won Plateau AA. The most improved chorus
was South Shore, Quebec City. Also announced was the
spring winner of the district small chorus championship,
Kentville, Nova Scotia.

Our Town, from Scituate, MA; New York City; and
bantclairt NJ, wénahe 2008HDé&stect Quartét Championship.
Melodies & Memories of Nashua, NH, won the 2008 District
Seniors Quartet Championship and will be the Northeast
Di st r epreeentative to the 2008 Seniors Quartet
Competition in Pasadena, CA, this coming January.

For complete contest
website at:

chapter president Bob
“1 t Hép/ygviww.nedistrict.org/
nued,

“it takes a great deal

Left to Right, Dick Walter, Fred Baran, Dick Zang and Carl
a combined 1,373 points singi n@lanfank consexvind-ereryy nlinates ieefordperforiiagn d e r ”

Picture by Terry Dunkle
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Contest Notes
Thoughts, Comments, Observations

What a Contest is Really About
By Robert B. Golenbock, MD

Since | have neither heard the judges' comments nor reviewed
a video of our performance, | can't begin to discuss the
validity of our scores. Nevertheless, | was in agreement with
several Mad Hatters who felt we did as well as we could
possibly do and should have been scored higher.

We were very impressed with the performance Joe dragged
out of us. We felt our balance was excellent and our
performance was certainly as good as many of the
performances that were judged many points higher. | hope the
disappointment of being scored lower than our expectations
won't discourage us, especially our new members, from
continuing to strive to find the best sound we are capable of.

That being said, Rare Occasion, in particular, is thinking
seriously of asking the chorus to sit out the next contest until
we have more members and a better understanding of what it
takes to succeed in a district competition.

For me, the fun of the contest was really in seeing old friends,
singing in the hallway of the hotel with acquaintances as well
as with gracious members of internationally-ranked quartets,
and generally remembering why | love to sing. It's not for the
points. We wouldn't have spent the extra money to go up on
Friday night so we could sleep a little later on Saturday.
Instead we stayed up late so we could be part of the
camaraderie of this extraordinary hobby of ours.

Many of you will remember the championship quartet Boston
Common from the '70's and '80's. Their bass, Terry Clarke,
and baritone, Larry Tully, are now part of Our Town, which
won the quartet contest on Saturday night. After the quartet
semi-finals, Terry Clarke and their tenor, Jamie Carbone, were
kind enough to sing with Jimmy Hopper and me. They could
have begged off with the excuse of saving their voices for the
finals, but they didn't. And their lead, who had to listen to me
sing the song they just sang on stage,"Wonderful One," was
kind enough to say a few nice words about my singing.

| think that's what it's really about. All over the country - the
world - really, when you're around Barbershoppers, you're
around friends. (Even the judges, bless their shriveled little
hearts.)

Just a Thought
By John Bradley
Looking at the Merrimack River flowing through Lowell, |

d o rthink it would be a good idea to throw a lighted match
into it.

District Quartet Contest
By Dick Zang

I was fortunate this year to be able to attend the full
convention from the Friday evening quartet semi-finals
through to the finals and Show of Champions on Saturday.
Twenty-one quartets competed Friday, including four senior
quartets vying for a spot in the Seniors Quartet Competition in
Pasadena, California, this January.

Mel odi es & Memories

Beginning to See t h e Light?” and “ When
Young, Maggi e. " " oVetale ip thef District s h e
competition.

Everyone was waiting to hear the new quartet, Our Town,
made up of four past International competitors. Jamie
Carbone, tenor, sang with Doubletake in 1993, Scott Brannon,
lead, with Cincinnati Kids in 1986, and Larry Tully, bari, and
Terry Clarke, bass, with Boston Common in 1980. Their
sound was full and rich and blew away the other competitors.

The spread between the second and tenth place finishers was
3.7 points. Our Town beat the second place finisher by 4.9
points. There never really was any doubt. Their Friday night

set included “Wonder f ul One”
Songs” and “Bring Back Those
stepped itupanotch on Saturday with *
Lane” and “Down Where the Swa

The fight for the other medals was tight with Breakaway just
beating Sing City for second place. On Q came on strong on
Saturday to take fourth, and On Air took fifth place. Jones &
Co., which had been fourth after the semis, dropped to eighth
on Saturday. The college quartet, Thunder Cats, finished a
very respectable sixth.

While we waited for the results on Saturday, we were
entertained by the 2008 Chorus Champions, Providence, who
will represent us in Anaheim next July. We heard a great set
from the 2007 Harmony International Champs (or Queens as
they are called) Boston Accent. Then a parade of past NED
champions — Northeast Connection, Scollay Square, Road
Show, and Quadraphonic. They were followed by the Chorus
of Champions which had about 50 members including Our
Town.

It Was Good to See Old Friends

Mad Hatters had a chance to see some of our former members
in action at the Lowell district contest. Ron Keith sang with
the 54-man Silk City Chorus from Manchester that finished
second in the chorus contest.

Continued on the next page
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Contest Notes

Continued from the previous page

Paul Kennedy sang with the 55-man Racing City Chorus from
Saratoga Springs, NY, that placed third. Paul was
accompanied to the event by Ellen and their son Peter, who
had a very enjoyable weekend.

Steve Horhota is now a member of the Nashua Granite
Statesmen, which had a good run at the international level and
decided not to compete this year. So Steve volunteered to
assist the host chapter in keeping the convention running
smoothly. He said he had to be especially vigilant to keep the
Danbury contingent in line.

S
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0‘}? Mani onos

.‘ By Bill Manion

Gentlemen, we sang very well on Saturday morning. | have a

pretty decent “ear” and | f
consistent vowels, and steady pitch. | am completely
perplexed as to what t he

for the critique but will be most interested in their comments.
N o matter what, l et s not
excellent sound and have every right to be proud of our
presentations.

Now, on to Membership. Tomorrow will be our first of two
Fall guest nights. | have only heard from two members who
said they will bring a guest. | hope the rest of the members are
saving the news as a surprise for me. If we are to be
successful in expanding our membership it really requires the
participation and BUY-IN by every member. | distinctly feel
that many o f the members really
MRRT program. | will find out tomorrow. | hope | am
pleasantly surprised!!

Danny Anderson will be taking over the membership drive
and | am sure he will have some fresh ideas for expanding our
base. But Danny cannot do it all by himself. | ask each of you
to read the MRRT handout defining your individual
responsibilities to attract guests, help them enjoy the Mad
Hatter experience and ensure new members are given all the
support they need.

The Keene, NH chapter doubled their membership from 35 to

72 within two years by dedicated implementing of the MRRT
program by Each Member. And their recruitment base is a
heck of a lot smaller than ours, population-wise. Please, read

the MRRT handout and, if you hav e n’ t canvas
contacts for potential guests, do so before our second Guest
Night on November 11™. 1 think you will be surprised by the
results!

9 &ebms thytter Sy thdird

1 h e
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I was sorry that | could not stay for the end of the contest on

Saturday. It was the first time in many years that | have not
stayed and gone to the critique.

Pr esi

By Bob Bradley

After many years of putting up with our singing, contests and
road trips, I went to see
her Sweet Adelines group. | am glad | went for a number of
reasons. The first is that the women are much more expressive
in the way that they emote a song. We could all take a lesson.
Also, they move much more than we do and do much livelier
arrangements.

Age is not a reason to stop the rhythm. There was a woman
singing with them who was 83 and danced with the best of

Mu s I n ge They all start and stop at the same time. They all move

riythm, even though they have very complicated steps and
movements. It all seems natural, with a lot of stage presence.

There were over 80 women on stage. The costumes were
blaze with cqlor gnd gilt: they sparkled. . .
e?t ang %egardey%he ringing

. I t f f | ’
jud gl'ﬁe)?%onho?r;ﬁ(\)fe the saepara{ioi rZWi’oI(‘)?esnthatyvmoenrandg. ?Tﬂes to

fainingy &ndf fad
more energy than the Mad Hatters have ever had. It would be
worth it for all of us to see a Sweet Adelines show in the area
to get the feel for great entertaining.

tones are compressed into a smaller range and the harmony
hgv@vﬁgs more en\(@ ﬁb

Anyway | am a bit down today having listened to our critique
at contest. | have been competing for over 12 years, not a lot
of time by some standards, but enough to be able to recite by
rote what the judges say about our singing.

N e GaPe tﬁings Rafebedslid in'oter 20 c8ntestrs, Mét just

to the chorus but to the quartets also.

We must learn to make our vowels the same.
Each part must sing as a unit.

We must start and stop at the same time.

We must sell the song to an audience of judges.
We must duet.

We seem to be at a crossroads of some kind. We can continue
as we are going, then bring the same critique tape we got this
year to the next contest and play it again and again and again
as we will hear the same things, or we can step back and see
what it is that we want to do.

ing well in contest does reflect on how we sing and sound
e publié(. St better we do, the more fun we have and the
more the public enjoys the way we sing.

Do
S fo

Continued on the next page
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The

Continued from the previous page

The contest is nothing more that, a twice a year review of how
well we perform our hobby. It gives us a base line that we
either improve on or slip
do have to learn and do better. If one gets hit with a board
twice a year, after a while, one should learn to duck.

Joseph stands up before us every week and says the same
things that the judges said. And Ray before him, and Bill and
Don, and our coaches and wives and on and on.

Why is it that we don’t |
This is a question that | challenge everyone to answer for

themselves. Do you listen?

We joke around and have fun, and I am the first to be a clown,
yet our music is serious. We must look like we are having fun
and we must have fun. The better we sing the more fun we
have. But singing well takes work and a certain dedication to
the hobby.

Can we do that? Should we do that? Where do we want to go
as a chorus? Questions for every one of us.

Quarter Corner

News from our chorus quartets
Rare Occasion — By Fred Baran

On Saturday, October 4, our Quartet appeared at the TBICO's
Red Carpet Awards Gala, which was held at the newly
refurbished Palace Theater on Main Street in Danbury. Our
benefactor was Dr.Joann Magner, one of Robert's partners in
the Center for Pediatrics in Danbury.

TBICO stands for The Bridge to Independence & Career
Opportunities and its purpose is to transform the course of
women's lives so that they can attain economic independence
and create better futures for themselves and their families.
Many prominent business leaders from the Danbury
Community were present as "Academy Awards" were
presented to members of the TBICO team and several of the
community members who they sponsored and mentored.

One of the sponsors, Two Steps Downtown Grill, catered the
affair. Some of the people in the audience were Dr. James
Schmotter, President of Western Connecticut State University,
and Andrea Gartner, Director of City Center Danbury. We
serenaded the members of the audience with songs from our
repertoire while strolling from table to table in the lobby of the
theater.

Continued on the next page
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By Fred Baran
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and Ray Henderson

In 1929, Buddy DeSylva, Lew Brown and Ray Henderson
headed to Hollywood to write songs for one of the earliest
movie musicals, Sunny Side Up, which starred Charles Farrell
and Janet Gaynor. The title song they wrote, "Keep Your
Chin Up," became one of the first and most successful, songs
of the subsequent Depression. DeSylva,Brown,and Henderson
proved to be as successful at writing for films as they had been
at composing for the stage. In addition to this song, their
score for Sunny Side Up included "I ' m a
We Al Il ?2," "Turn on the
"If 1 Had a Talking Picture of You."

Yes Sir, That's My Baby - Words by Gus Kahn, Music by
Walter Donaldson

When Eddie Cantor i
song fit right in with the dance craze of the time. It had the
jagged, staccato rhythm that was the basis for the leg-flailing
Charleston. It had this particular kind of rhythm only because
Gus Kahn, visiting Eddie Cantor at his home in Great Neck,
New York, in 1925, began playing with a mechanical wind-up
pig that belonged to Cantor's young daughter, Marjorie. As he
watched the toy jog clumsily across the floor, Kahn, a
compulsive songwriter, began improvising lyrics to go with
the rhythm of its movement. "Yes, sir, that's my baby," Kahn
sang. "No sir, don't mean maybe."

Walter Donaldson, who collaborated with Kahn for almost 20
years, provided a melody for the lyrics, and after Cantor
introduced the song, it became one of the biggest hits of the
mid-twenties.

Lee Smeriglio getting ready for his first
barbershop competition
Picture by Terry Dunkle
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Quarter Corner

Continued from the previous page

We also sang a special song for Ms. Gartner and discussed
opportunities for the chorus and our quartet in the Summer
Concert Series and First Night Danbury.

The Palace Theater opened in 1928 and is celebrating its
eightieth anniversary this year. This 2000 seat theater features
a classically designed auditorium with a long oval lobby with
Corinthian columns, a nice balustrade and a large Carrera
marble statue. The doors closed in 1995 but in 2008, owner
Joe DaSilva announced plans to renovate and reopen a
restored Palace as a single stage venue for performing arts and
movies.

Rare Occasion bass Bill Manion spent several days in the
hospital with an inflammed gall bladder. He has recovered
and is home, with laparoscopic surgery to be scheduled
sometime next month.

We have several engagements booked for November and
December, and along with Chorus commitments, should be
very busy up until the New Year.

Side By Side — By Terry Dunkle

On Monday, October 20, SideBySide has finally gotten back
to a regular rehearsal schedule following baritone Terry
Dunkle's heart surgery. We were surprised how quickly we
forgot the words to songs we hadn't performed in a while. We
tried to sing "If I Had My Way," for example, and it came out
like this:

I'd like to make your golden dream come true, dear,
If I had a hammer,

I'd be singin' in the morning,

I'd be seeing you,

In all the old vermillion places

That this horse of mine embraces

All day through!

Worse yet, Don Sutherland forgot that he was supposed to
sing tenor, and Andy Bayer brought his French horn.
Fortunately, Danny Anderson had brought his notes from
previous rehearsals, and we were soon back in the swing.
Watch for some new tunes from us in a few weeks.

Real Chemistry — John Bradley

October was a quiet month for Real Chemistry. Bass Dick
Walter managed to rehearse the evening of his recent
colonoscopy, and sang with a resonance we have not heard
from him. The pipes had definitely been cleaned out.

It was good to see our former tenor, Steve Horhota, at contest.
We wanted to sing one song for old times’ sake, but Dick
Walter was at his favorite place: the concession stand.

Emails to the Editors

~i)

Please e-mail your questions and comments to either the
Hatter editor, John Bradley, at jbrad1313@earthlink.ngtor
the Chatter editor, Dick Zang, at jezang@charter.netIf your
e-mail appears, you will receive an autographed picture of
our 2007 Yankee Division Bulletin Editors Award.

This is a two part question. First, at the District Contest on
October 25, some of our members wore their cummerbunds
upside-down. Do you think this had anything to do with our
score? Second, which presidential candidate is a stronger
supporter of barbershop?

Good health to you!

Terry from Teaneck

Terry, | asked a long time barbershopper | know from a
distant chorus if that could bring bad luck. He told me that,
quite the opposite, it is part of an old barbershop ritual, first
started in Oklahoma, that normally brings those singing good
l uck. I t does nduhd bbtany gart df the
uniform. Problem is, there have to be two singers from each
voice part wearing that upside down uniform part to make it
work. No more, no less. Just a few minutes before we left to
compete, a member of a rival chorus came up to me and noted
that my cummerbund was upside down. Not knowing the
ritual, | placed it right side up. I broke the spell. Of course, if
we had sung a little better...

On to the second part of your question. This sounds like it
should be from Bill the Barbershopper, or Joe the Janitor.

| 6ve been following both
primary season. | cannot remember either candidate, nor
their running mates, mention barbershop singing in any
speech, debate, or policy paper. | went to the websites of both
candidates and studied their promises and proposals. No
mention of barbershopping. | looked at their voting records in
state assemblies and in the Senate. Still nothing. I could not
find any indication that either have actively taken part in a
cappella singing, nor have | seen a barbershop group at any
of their rallies. So, I finally researched their hobbies. John
McCain enjoys hiking, fishing, boxing, baseball, history,
football, basketball, and gambling. He's also a barbecue grill
chef . Barack Obamads
time with his family, and dancing. Since dancing usually
requires musi c, as does
Obama would be more sensitive to the issues facing
barbershoppers.

At one of your recent performances, your emcee mentioned
the chorus was to take part in a competition. How is a
barbershop competition judged?

Wilson from Wilton

Continued on the next page
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The Di gDer

By Joseph P. Hudson

Emails to the Editors rect

Continued from the previous page

That 6s a vgeestign, Wilsorv d $aw Ehel Contest

Judging Handbook on thewhiHar moinhye SABICGd ¥ 60 9 fweB 10p
was a huge document. Let me see if | can condense it into a

few paragraphs. Hello.

There are three judging categories: Music, Presentation and 't is now time for the next |

Singing. These are all judged separately by three or more
judges. Each category is of equal importance and is awarded
a 100-point band per judge per song. Each judge will
determine whether the level of the performance is

is brought to you in part by the letter B. What could B
possibly stan®ERBPARED. | " I | t el

This is a phrase we have heard many times throughout our
l i ves: “Be prepared..there ma)

Excellent (A-level, from 81-100), going out on your own on Hal/l

Good (B-level, from 61-80),
Fair (C-level, from 41-60), or
Poor (D-level, from 1-40),

If no quality rating is appropriate, owing to an unequivocal
and definite violation of the rules, the judge will forfeit his
score by awarding a 0.

The Music category covers the song and arrangement as
performed. The Music judge is responsible for adjudicating
the musical elements in the performance. He or she judges the
extent to which the musical performance displays the

hallmarks of the barbershop style, and the degree to which the for them hel ps us to work out al
musical performance demonstrates an artistic sensitivity to the working on. And it is hard to work on a sound if chorus
musicds primary theme. members are missing performance after performance.

The Presentation judge evaluates everything about the You must also be prepared to do the one thing that brought us
performance that contributes to emotional impact upon the to this hobby.HAVE FUN!

audience. Effect and believability are the benchmarks used to

evaluate a performance and its impact. In this context, impact So, in short ..always be prepar

means the transference of an emotional experience to the
audience; it may be gentle and barely perceptible or it may be
enormously powerful. But, to be measured favorably, it must
be believable and appropriate.

The Singing judge evaluates the degree to which the performer
achieves artistic singing in the barbershop style. This is
accomplished through precise intonation, a high degree of
vocal skill, good vocal quality, and a high level of unity and
consistency within the ensemble.

Mastering these elements also creates a feeling of fullness,
ring, and expansion of sound throughout the performance.

Those aspects of a barbershop performance that are evaluated
by judges in all three categories are: the preservation of the
barbershop style; ringing, in-tune singing, vocal quality; the
suitability of the song to the performer; self-expressiveness
and heartfelt performance.

Now go back to Page One of this issue. The scoring should
make more sense.

Well, in music, being prepared means coming to rehearsals,
having practiced at least 15 minutes each day on the songs for
that week. This way, all we have to do is polish each song and
work on that UNIT SOUND we are striving for!

Being prepared also means being ready and able to attend
sing-outs when needed. A HUGE part of who we are as a
chorus is our performances, whether they are at nursing
homes, county fairs, the mall, our annual show, town greens,
parades, etc.

The people we sing for get a Kick out of us, and performing

performance, or to have fun at rehearsals.

A Ray of Sunshine

Don Smith, our Sunshine |

Chairman, recently sent a

birthday card to Chris

Ellenberger, widow of our former member and International
President, Dick Ellenberger. He got this note in reply from
their son.

"It was very sweet of you folks to look after the older members
of your barbershopping family. My mother is now in the
'memory wing' of a senior residence, so she is beyond
responding, but she does appreciate being remembered.
Thank you - Mark Ellenberger"

Don adds, "It doesn't matter if their husbands or wives have
passed on; remembering them makes it worthwhile and a joy
being Sunshine Chairman."”



Mi ss Taralilyos
We thought it might be fun to see how a barbershop fan
evaluates a contest. Our proofreader, Miss Taralily, has seen
many barbershop shows, singouts and contests over the last
seven years. These are her evaluations of her top three
choices from the recent Northeast District chorus
championship.

Each song received up to 10 points, for a total of 20 points per
chorus.

C o0 Ddtobes Boar&af o r

Chorus and Scores Comments
Songs

Providence 18

“Aura Le 9 Very good last chord
Medl ey”

“Just in 9 Excellent

Burlington Green 18

Mountain Chorus

“lrish L 9 Weak start/good finish
“ Never 9 Muddled words but
Maggi e A good

Saratoga Springs 16

“What " | | 9 Basses a bit flat
“One Ste 7 Flat and off at the end
Di xi el ali

Taking the tour of downtown Lowell
Picture by Terry Dunkle

Directors Meeting

Submitted by Robert Golenbock

Meeting called toorderbyBob A The Ol d Per f e
at 6pm on October 7, 2008, at the Church of Christ.

SECRETARY'S REPORT:
seconded by F. Baran. Approved.

Motion to

TREASURER'S REPORT: The repo
Board moves to give Dick Walter authority to reinvest
maturing CD. Motion by R. Golenbock, seconded by D.
Ander son. Approved. Fortun
derivati ve dilsalyeds.,, so we'’'re

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Planned Guest nights are 10/28
and 11/11.

VP PUBLIC RELATIONS: Terry Dunkle is going to contact
the Danbury Mad Hatter hockey team to formalize our
performance of the National Anthem on November 1.

MUSIC COMMITTEE: There was no meeting. Up for
discussion is recommendation of a Hanukkah medley for the
coming holiday season.

OLD BUSINESS: Annual show: We are scheduling May 30
at Brookfield High School this year and considering the Palace
Theater if renovations go as planned and we can negotiate a
reasonable price. The budget for the talent for this year is
$2,500. We are contacting Lunch Break, the Whiffenpoofs,
and Chanticleer (an internationally-known a cappella group
that consistently draws large crowds in this area.).

Contest: We need regular attendance at rehearsals to learn our

moves. We will be ordering a DVD for $25 and glossy color
pictures of the chorus at $14 each. We will be wearing blue
carnations to go with the themes o f When you’'re
sky, bluebirds (They actually give presentation points for

that!). Joe would like to remind the chorus not to point to the
carnation when you sing the w

We are continuing to clean our supply room and remove items

that we will never be able to wear again. Andy Bayer has
been del egated once again (se
go to meetings?) to be in charge of buying new (used) tuxedos

when we need them.

NEW BUSINESS: Motion to pay ASCAP their fee ($225) by
A. Roberts, second by R. Golenbock. Approved.

MEMBERS PRESENT: C.:Zlamany

OFFICERS PRESENT: J. Hudson ex-officio, D. Anderson, F.
Baran R. Bradley, R. Golenbock, L. LaPlante, A. Roberts, R.
Walter.

Meeting adjourned at 7pm. Next meeting 11/04/2008.



Society and District Notes

Hello All

As we come into the Fall that means more Barbershop Shows!
See as many as you can, and remember to help each other
spread the word. In this new Age Of Information, we all
know people all over the country.

One of the lessons from the Keene Chapter's MRRT program
is that it is hard to imagine a better way to get someone
excited about being in our hobby that by having them see one
of our shows. In addtion to that, our shows our so good, it is
just downright selfish to do anything but make sure that
people are aware of them.

Please also remember that all registered shows can be found
on the NED Website Calendar :

http://www.nedistrict.org/index.cfm?page id=60

OCTOBER 11™ Waterville, ME featuring Sing City! More
Info:

www.kennebecvalleychordsmen.com/html/the _show .html

OCTOBER 18™: Haverhill, MA Featuring Our Town and On
Air. More Info:

http://www.mvtownsman.org/contacts.html

OCTOBER 19" Hanover, NH Featuring On Air, Voices
From The Heart, and Joe McManus, MC. More Info:

http://harmonize.com/COACHMEN/2008 Show Flyer.pdf

OCTOBER 24th/25™ Lowell, MA NE District Convention
featuring YOU! More Info:

www.nedistrict.org/index.cfm?page_id=80&subpage 0f=62

OCTOBER 25™: Lowell (Westford, MA) Arlington Liberty
Belle Show featuring 2006 Intl Champs, Vocal Spectrum.
More Info

www.libertybellechorus.org/lbc_info/show poster 2008.pdf

NOVEMBER 1*: Hartford, CT. For More Info:

http://www.insurancecitychorus.com/contactus.htm

NOVEMBER 2"™: Norwich, CT. For More Info: 860 774-
7123

NOVEMBER 8™ Schenectady, NY Featuring Rounders and
Storrs Four. For More Info:

http://www.electriccitychorus.org/64%20Show

NOVEMBER 15™: Concord, MA Featuring Roadshow (2001
NED Champs) and Men In Black (11thPlace International).
For More Info:

http://www.soundsofconcord.org/show.htm

NOVEMBER 21/22":  Worcester, MA Featuring Scollay
Square (2003 NED Champs). For More Info

. http://www.menofsong.org/v3/show.html

NOVEMBER 29"  Bedford/Sackville, NS Featuring The
Millstream Chorus and The Halifax Boys Honour Choir. For
More Info:

http://www.nedistrict.org/millstreamchorus/Show%20Poster%
202008.htm

DECEMBER 13"  Nashua, NH 18th or 19th Annual
Christmas Cabaret. For More Info:

http://www.granitestatesmen.org/

Michael Klein

Barbershop Harmony Society
Northeastern District

VP, Member Services
Lowell, MA Chapter
978.764.1923
nedmembership@gmail.com
www.nedistrict.org

Each year the stage seems to get smaller!
Picture by Terry Dunkle


http://www.nedistrict.org/index.cfm?page_id=60
http://www.kennebecvalleychordsmen.com/html/the_show_.html
http://www.mvtownsman.org/contacts.html
http://harmonize.com/COACHMEN/2008_Show_Flyer.pdf
http://www.nedistrict.org/index.cfm?page_id=80&subpage_of=62
http://www.libertybellechorus.org/lbc_info/show_poster_2008.pdf
http://www.insurancecitychorus.com/contactus.htm
http://www.electriccitychorus.org/64%20Show
http://www.soundsofconcord.org/show.htm
http://www.menofsong.org/v3/show.html
http://www.nedistrict.org/millstreamchorus/Show%20Poster%202008.htm
http://www.nedistrict.org/millstreamchorus/Show%20Poster%202008.htm
http://www.granitestatesmen.org/
mailto:nedmembership%40gmail.com

Ye Olde Joke Boarde

Submitted by the Unknown Barbershopper

A couple lived near the ocean and used to walk the beach a lot. One summer, they noticed a girl who was at the beach almost every
day. She wasn't unusual, nor was the travel bag she carried, except for one thing: she would approach people who were sitting on the
beach, glance around furtively, then speak to them.

Generally the people would respond negatively and she would wander off, but occasionally someone would nod and there would be a
quick exchange of money and something she carried in her bag. The couple assumed that she was selling drugs and debated calling the
cops, but since they didn't know for sure, they just continued to watch her.

After a couple of weeks the wife said, "Honey, have you ever noticed that she only goes up to people with boom boxes and other
electronic devices?" He, a barbershop baritone, hadn't - and said so. Then she said, "Tomorrow | want you to get a towel and our big
radio and go lie out on the beach. Then we can find out what she's really doing."

Well, the plan went off without a hitch and the wife was almost hopping up & down with anticipation when she saw the girl talk to her
husband and then leave. Well, is she selling drugs?" she asked excitedly. No, she's not," he said, enjoying this probably more than he

should have. Well, what is it then? What does she do?" his wife fairly shrieked. The baritone grinned and said, "She's a battery
salesperson.” "Batteries?" cried the wife."Y e s . . . . . She sdlleC callebptheisee stiore!" “

A barbershop baritone walks into the sheriff's office... "I want to become a deputy!"

“Good, | want to you to catch this man," says the sheriff, handling the baritone a wanted poster.

The poster reads: “Last seen wearing a brown paper hat, brown paper shirt, brown paperpant s, and br own paper
"What's he wanted for?" asked the hopeful baritone.

"Rustling."”

Five men in an Audi Quattro arrived at a border crossing. The officer, a barbershop baritone, stopped them and told them: "It is illegal
to put 5 people in a Quattro, Quattro means four".

"Quattro is just the name of the automobile,” the driver retorted with disbelief. LooK at the papers: This car is designed to carry five
persons.”

"You cannot pull that one on me," replied the baritone. “Quattro means four. You have five people in your car and you are therefore
breaking the law."

The man in the car replied angrily, "You idiot! Call your supervisor over. | want to speak to someone with more intelligence!"

"Sorry," responded the baritone, "H es’busy with two guys in a Fiat Uno."



Mad Hatter October Rehearsal Schedule
Submitted by Lyle LaPlante

Notes on November Programming

Now that the contest is over, w e "bé getting back to a lot of our previous activities and setting out on some newer ones. November
will be a busy month. There will be the regular Board Meeting on November 4 and a Guest Night on the 11™ We have a singout on
the 18", and finally, Program and Music Committee Meetings on the 25",

Two new songs are in the works. We will finish learning“ Mi | DollaoBha b and probably in December start on “ H o Awve Things
In Glocca Morra. ”In addition, the holidays are coming up shortly, so we will dig out our books of holiday repertoire and start
practicing four or five holiday songs in late November.

During our “ f utimé&, we can try a Barbershop favorite activity — woodshedding. The old pros will help us learn. | ' alse suggested
a sight-reading activity just for fun. We can record a short new song and listen to it for laughs. It might even sound good. At any
rate, it will give those who have beeninB i |“I R esa Mu B @lass'a chance to demonstrate their newly-acquired skills. Please give
me your ideas on other things we cando “ j diosft u to make our rehearsals more enjoyable.

November 4th November 25" Repertoire D

6:00 Board of Directors meeting 6:15 Program Committee Thanks for the Memory

7:30 Warmup 6:45 Music Committee What ' || | Do

7:40 Craft 7:30 Warmup Over the Rainbow

7:50 Tags 7:40 Craft Please Mr. Columbus

8:00 Repertoire E 7:50 Tags My Sweet Tooth Says | Wanna, But
8:20 Sectional TBA 8:00 Repertoire C My Wisdom Tooth Says No
8:30 Break 8:20 Sectional TBA

8:45 Bus Meeting 8:30 Break

Repertoire E
Don’ t Bl ame Me
America the Beautiful

9:00 Dueling Choruses
9:15 $M Dollar Baby

8:45 Business Meeting
9:00 Woodshedding

10:00 KTWWS 9:15 Holiday Music . .
9:45 $M Do)I/Iar Baby There Is Nothing Like A Dame
N 111 Nigh 10:00 KTWWS Heart
6.8‘6%?5;2 Rea(;ir%uglsgss lght Let There Be Peace On Earth
7:30 Warmup
7:40 Craft .
7:50 Tags Repertoire A Songs In Progress
8:00 Repertoire A Always Amazing Grace
8:20 Sectional — | Believe | Believe _ Star Spangled Banner
8:30 Break | Feel a Song Coming On | Found a Million Dollar Baby

8:45 Business Meeting You Make Me Feel So Young

9:00 Box Quartet Since You Bought The Waterbed _

9:15 $M Dollar Baby We’ ve Slowly Drifted Apart
10:00 KTWWS

Repertoire B g
Cabaret :

November 18th

6:30 Singout - Ridgefield
8:30 Business Meeting

8:40 Repertoire B

9:00 Sight Read a Song
9:15 Review Holiday Music
9:45 $M Dollar Baby

10:00 KTWWS

God Bless America
[ A Be Seeing You

I’ m Sitting On Top ofqéhﬁ

Repertoire C
God Bless the U.S.A. ‘*ﬁ
};

l

Sh-Boom
Old St. Louie
Lord’s Prayer
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The Danbury, CT Chapter SPEBSQSA
PO Box 5149
Brookfield, CT 06804-5149

President: Robert Bradley
Musical Director: Joseph Hudson
Assistant Director: Jim Hopper
Assistant Director: Don Sutherland
Assistant Director: Bill Manion
Membership VP: Bill Manion
Public Relations VP: Terry Dunkle
Music VP: Jim Hopper
Secretary: Robert Golenbock
Treasurer: Dick Walter
Member at Large: Fred Baran
Member at Large: Art Roberts
Member at Large: Danny Anderson

Program Committee
Chairman

Uniform Chairman:

Harmony Foundation

Lyle LaPlante
Joseph Hudson

Chairman: Danny Anderson
Music Librarian: Chuck Kreiger
Sunshine Chairman: Don Smith
Package Show Chairman: Dick Walter

Chorus Manager: Robert Golenbock

The Hatter Chatter

John Bradley, Hatter editor
46 Worthington Court

Lake Carmel, NY 10512
Jbrad1313@earthlink.net

Dick Zang, Chatter editor
2 Camelot Crest

Sandy Hook, CT 06482
jezang@charter.net

Proofreader: Miss Taralily

The editors of the Hatter Chatter welcome submissions fr
all chapter members and friends of the Mad Hatters.nkail,

mail, paper airgane us your thoughts, observation
opinions, singing tips an

into Pulitzer Prize copy

November Milestones
Birthdays:

9 - Roseann D'Aureli
11 - Ray Wixted

14 - Dick Walter

28 — Liz Hudson

Mark Your Calendars

November 8 i Chapter Sing-out. Time to be
announced, Danbury Mad Hatter Hockey Team opening
game, Danbury Arena, 1 Independence Way, Danbury

November 18 i Chapter Sing-out. 7 p.m. (warmup
6:30), The Cascades Assisted Living at Bethel Health Care, 13
Parklawn Drive, Bethel, CT. Uniform: white button-down
shirt, green sweater, khaki pants, brown belt, brown shoes,
brown socks.

November 23 1 Chapter Sing-out. 3 p.m. (warmup
2:30), First Congregational Church of Woodbury, 214 Main
Street South, Woodbury, CT. Uniform: white button-down
shirt, green sweater, khaki pants, brown belt, brown shoes,
brown socks.

November 30 i Chapter Sing-out: Christmas tree
lighting in Kent, NY. 4:30 pm. Details to be announced.

December 13 7 Chapter Sing-out:

Joe directing on a tilted floor?
Picture by Terry Dunkle

) _BARBERSHOP
;' HARMONY
$<¢  SOCIETY
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