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Mad Hatters Host Yankee Division Inter-Chapter Night 
 

By Fred Baran, John Bradley and Dick Zang 

 

Danbury, CT - On Tuesday evening, June 9, the Danbury 

Mad Hatter Barbershop Chorus hosted the first annual Mad 

Hatter Yankee Division Inter-Chapter Night at the Church of 

Christ in Danbury.  Eighty-six members and guests from the 

Danbury, Bridgeport, Waterbury-Derby, Hartford, Manchester 

and Poughkeepsie chapters attended.  

 

The evening started with a fine barbeque served up by Danny 

Anderson and sous-chef Art Roberts , and then moved 

upstairs to the church for over two hours of singing provided.  

 

There were some good renditions of Polecats by the entire 

group (the ñmega chorusò) under the direction of three of the 

directors:  Renee Silverstein of Poughkeepsie, Chris Andre  

of Bridgeport and the Mad Hatters own Joe Hudson.  Each 

chorus took turns entertaining the group, as did a couple of 

VLQs and a number of established and pickup quartets. 

 

The group enjoyed the Bridgeport Coastal Chordsmenôs 

rendition of ñZombie Jamboreeò so much, the Chordsmen 

were asked to repeat it later in the evening. 

 

And of course, it wouldnôt be a true barbershop night without 

tags.  Danburyôs Jim Hopper taught the singers one of his 

quartetôs favorites ñOnly God Can Make a Treeò and Joe 

Hudson taught ñThe Unreachable Star.ò 

 

A surprise treat was a performance by the Chord Lords, a 

quartet of young men (the tenor from Fairfield University who 

sings with Bridgeport, and the others from the Cranford, NJ 

area) who happened to be in town for a quartet rehearsal. 

 

After the Mad Hatters sang ñThanks for the Memory,ò the 

evening ended with the incumbent Harmony Society 

president, Alan Lamston, leading the mega chorus in ñKeep 

the Whole World Singing.ò  Alan will be the first member of 

the Northeastern District since Mad Hatter Dick Ellenburger  

to serve as the Societyôs president.  

 
 

The Yankee Division ñMega Chorusò directed by Renee 

Silverstein of Poughkeepsie.  Picture by John Bradley 

 

 
 

The Chord Lords.  Picture by Robert Golenbock 

http://www.madhatterchorus.org/
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Farewell to Bill Manion  

 

By Fred Baran, John Bradley and Dick Zang 

 

 

It was a sad day for us all when Bill Manion announced that 

he and Nancy would be moving to Spring Hill, Florida, on 

June 22.  Bill has been a Mad Hatter for over 47 years and has 

served as director, assistant director, membership VP, music 

VP, section leader, recruiter, teacher and mentor to incoming 

members.  

 

Bill , a member of the Mad Hatter Hall of Fame, accumulated 

14 men of note awards (for bringing new members into the 

chorus), three of them for Jim Hopper.  ñHe kept dragging me 

back,ò Jim told the chorus with a smile. 

 

ñIn many ways, the chorus was a life saver,ò Bill said. 

ñSinging is a great way to reduce stress.ò 

 

To give Bill a proper Mad Hatter send-off, the chorus 

dedicated the second half of its regular Tuesday night meeting 

on June 16 to saying goodbye, having cake and refreshments 

and, of course, singing some special songs. 

 

Bill  will  be especially missed as the bass of Rare Occasion by 

Jim, Robert and Fred, who have sung with him for the past 

seven years. The quartet shared many wonderful days and 

nights singing at weddings, parties, restaurants, Valentines, 

shows, Macyôs, hospitals and many other events too numerous 

to mention.  

 

ñBill is the only bass Iôve ever sung with in a formal quartet,ò 

Jim Hopper mentioned. 

 

In Florida, Bill will be  rejoining Paul Just, the former lead of 

Rare Occasion, at the Hernando Harmonizers chapter in 

Florida.  We all wish Nancy and Bill a smooth and safe 

relocation and an enjoyable new life in Florida. 

 

 
 

Bill Manion, second from left, joining his quartet-mates in 

song.  Picture by John Bradley

 
 

Left to right:  Dick Zang, Jim Hopper, Robert Goldenbock and 

Fred Baran singing ñòYou Make Us Look So Youngò to Bill. 

Picture by John Bradley 

 

 

 

ñYou Make Me Look So Youngò 

Sung to the tune of ñYou Make Me Feel So Youngò 

 

Do we seem as mournful as a schoolboy during finals? 

Do we seem to grumble like a jockey with bad piles? 

If we do ï the cause of it all is you 

 

Cause you make us look so young. 

And you make us laugh till we cough up a lung. 

And every time I see you grin  

Iôm glad youôre not still ï in the hospital. 

 

The moment that you sing 

We feel the floor vibrate and ring. 

You know weôll miss the crafts you teach 

More than a Democratôs speech. 

 

I know you cannot ever be replaced. 

Now ï youôll be down south with Nancy 

Weôll be up north without a bass. 

 

You make us look so young and 

When itôs that time for a song to be sung, weôll hit the 

high notes and youôll hit the low octave rung. 

And since youôre really old and gray, 

Iôm gonna feel the way I do today 

Cause you make us look so young. 

 

I know you cannot ever be replaced. 

Now ï youôll be down south with Nancy 

Weôll be up north without a bass. 
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Are Our Songs Stolen Property?  

 

By Dick Zang 

 

No, this is not another reminder about copyright law.  

 

Nick Godano recently sent me a link to a web site that had 

posted an article titled ñPop Songs Based on Classical Music.ò  

The link didnôt work, but you can Google that title; itôs 

sponsored by Associated Content.  The article confirmed his 

worst suspicions:  that many of our songs have classical 

origins.  Nick learned that the melody for ñIôm Always 

Chasing Rainbowsò was lifted from ñFantasie Impromptu in C 

Sharp Minorò by Frédéric Chopin. 

 

I was disappointed to note that the article made no reference to 

our own Sigmund Spaeth.  Sig was a member of the 

Manhattan Chapter and his son, Ed, was a member when I was 

there 40 years ago.  At least I think it was his son (or nephew); 

what are the odds of having two unrelated Spaeths in the same 

chapter? 

 

For you younger folk out there, Sigmund Spaeth was the Tune 

Detective of radio fame.  During the 1930s, Dr. Spaeth had a 

very popular 15-minute weekly radio show broadcast on NBC 

that traced down the ancestry of popular songs. He never 

failed to find an antecedent even if it was only a bar or two of 

melody.  

 

Many tunes were óborrowedô entirely from classical pieces.  

Itôs OK; theyôre in the public domain. 

 

I have three questions that I ask those annoying ñtriviaò 

experts that one runs into now and again.  The answer to the 

question of the only song that ever stumped Sigmund Spaeth 

is ñBegin the Beguine.ò   

 

Now Iôm down to two questions to stump the experts. The 

others are ñwhere was the Lone Ranger born?ò and ñafter 

prohibition what New York City restaurant got NYS liquor 

license No.1?ò  

 

 

 

Free Arrangements 
 

The Heritage of Harmony Songbook, a collection of public 

domain music compiled and arranged by the Harmony Society 

in the late 1980s, is free for download at: 

 

www.barbershop.org 

 

You will find it under the ñGet Musicò button.  This is free for 

Harmony Society members.  You will find songs such as 

ñBeautiful Dreamer,ò ñAlexanderôs Ragtime Band,ò 

ñMoonlight Bayò and others. 

 

 

 

2009 Harmony College Northeast 
 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday August 7, 8 and 9 
 

Worcester State College 

 

New Courses! New Faculty! Good Food! Great Show 

 

Saturday night show includes HX Camp kids (including 

both boys and girls), Bigtime! and AIC all -star quartet, - 

Gotcha-Tones. 

 

Check www.nedistrict.org for details 

 

 

 

Remember These Guys? 
 

By Dick Zang 

 

Back in the 1980s, Danbury had a popular quartet called Final 

Decision.  George Schwerdt, the baritone in that foursome and 

a Mad Hatter director, contacted me the other day to ask for 

Frank Fehlingôs address.   

 

George now sings with the Hunterdon Chapter in Flemington, 

NJ.  He was kind enough to forward this photo that will bring 

back some fond memories. Thatôs Bob Campana, tenor, Frank, 

lead, George, and the unforgettable Joe Scalzo on bass. 

 

 

http://www.barbershop.org/
http://www.nedistrict.org/
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Take Me Out to the Ballgame 
 

By Fred Baran 

 

Through a friend of mine who is a videographer for the 

Danbury Westerners Baseball Team, I had contacted the 

Westernerôs president, Mike Malone, to see if we could 

arrange an opportunity for the Mad Hatters to sing the ñStar 

Spangled Bannerò and several other songs between innings at 

one of their games. 

 

We were scheduled to sing at the second game of a double-

header on Saturday, June 20.  This was a special game 

featuring two teams from the "Vintage Base Ball League."  

The teams would be dressed in 1886 Uniforms and play by 

1886 Rules.   

 

The Mad Hatters arranged to wear "period outfits," with red-

striped vests, bow-ties and skimmer hats.  The game was part 

of the 15th Anniversary celebration for the Westerners, a team 

of amateur ballplayers from colleges around the country who 

play in the NECBL (New England Collegiate Baseball 

League).  

 

Unfortunately, the game was rained out, but will be 

rescheduled later this summer (no date at this writing).  This 

will be a great opportunity for the Mad Hatters to sing at a 

new venue before a different audience in the Greater Danbury 

community and, hopefully, recruit some new members into 

our organization.  

 

 

 

The New England Collegiate Baseball League (NECBL) is 

a 12-team amateur wooden bat summer baseball league 

founded in 1993 and sanctioned by the NCAA (National 

Collegiate Athletic Association) and Major League Baseball.   

 

Each NECBL team plays an eight-week, 42-game schedule 

during June and July, with a playoff in early August.   

 

Like the Cape Cod Baseball League and other amateur 

leagues, the NECBL is a showcase for top college-level 

players, giving professional baseball scouts a chance to see 

prospective pros playing against each other. It is considered 

one of the top summer leagues in the country 

 

Founded in 1993, the NECBL began its direction under 

George Foster, former Cincinnati Reds and New York Mets 

All -Star and Major League Baseball home run leader, and 

Emmy Award-winning television producer/director Joseph 

Consentino.  

 

Play started in 1994 and today the NECBL has become a 

strong twelve-team league that plays in all six New England 

states. 

 

 

Vintage Baseball 
 

If you do decide to join the Mad Hatters at the makeup of our 

June 20 rainout, youôll see a game very different from what 

you are used to seeing. 

 

Vintage Base Ball is base ball (it was spelled as two words 

prior to the 1880s) played by the rules and customs of the 19th 

Century.  The players (sometimes called ballists) wear period 

reproduction uniforms, either with long trousers and shield 

shirts, or a later style of lace shirt and knickers. 

 

Prior to 1857, established menôs' clubs devoted to a bat and 

ball game were free to create and modify their own rules. 

Children also made up their own rules. But the New York 

Knickerbockers, who had been experimenting with a set of 

rules since 1845, led the way to establish the first national 

base ball convention, and create the first standard set of rules. 

 

In the mid-nineteenth century, most ballists played with bare 

hands, but starting in the late 1860s a few catchers with raw 

hands needed to wear thin buckskin gloves to keep on playing. 

 

Until 1865, fair or foul balls caught on one bound were outs. 

However, the more skilled players always attempted to catch it 

"on the fly," which eventually made the bound rule 

unnecessary.  

 

Balls are also considered fair by where the ball first touches 

the ground.  That is, a ball hit in front of home plate that then 

spins into foul territory is still a fair ball.  Talented vintage 

base ball strikers take advantage of this rule and use the bat to 

swat at the ball, creating what is known as a "fair-foul" ball, 

which first lands fair and spins foul, forcing either the first or 

third baseman off their base.  Historically, this technique was 

abused forcing the fair ball rule to be changed for 1877.  

 

When baseball leagues allowed overhand pitching in 1885, the 

game took on a more modern appearance.  Vintage base ball 

clubs will often play 1884 rules to interpret the last year of 

side arm pitching, or 1886 rules to interpret early overhand 

pitching.  

 

1886 is also the first year a pitcher could deliver the ball with 

one foot off the ground. 
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Quartet Corner 

 

News from our chorus quartets 

 

Real Chemistry ï By John Bradley 

 

On Friday, June 12, Real Chemistry made its 

annual appearance at the Regional Hospice Arts Festival & 

Cosmopolitan Buffet, at Boehringer Ingelheimôs corporate 

headquarters in Ridgefield, CT.  The festival, featuring fine 

paintings, photography and prints, sculpture, pottery, jewelry, 

live music, a silent auction and fine food from area 

restaurants, benefits the programs of Regional Hospice of 

Western CT, Inc. 

 

For about 90 minutes, the quartet, between bites of jumbo 

shrimp and gulps of champagne, wandered among the art 

objects singing various songs from our regular repertoire, 

including ñIôm Beginning to See the Light,ò ñTen Feet Off the 

Ground,ò and our Friday night arts festival song, ñConey 

Island Baby.ò  We concluded our musical contributions of the 

evening in the dining area, where we performed ñMy Wife is 

on a Diet.ò   

 
On June 20, Real Chemistry traveled to Redding, CT, to 

performe at a Fatherôs Day party in the home of Celia 

Lowenberg.  We entertained the dads and granddads, mothers 

and kids with ñAs Time Goes By,ò ñDonôt Blame Me,ò and 

our favorite Fatherôs Day song, ñConey Island Baby.ò  We 

finished our Fatherôs Day tour in Southbury, CT, singing to 

Werner and Carole Herde. 

 

Tenor Augie DôAurelli summarized the day when he 

observed, ñIt could be a great afternoon for golf if it doesnôt 

rain.ò 

 

 

Rare Occasion By Fred Baran 

 

On Saturday, June 6, Rare Occasion participated in the Relay 

for Life program at New Fairfield High School at the 

invitation of Jane Golenbock, a faculty member at that school 

and a member of a fund raising group called Wonder Women.  

This event is sponsored annually by the American Cancer 

Society as a fund raiser for cancer research.  This is the second 

year that Rare Occasion has performed at this event and we 

sang a selection of songs from our repertoire for 

approximately 30 minutes. 

 

On June 21, about 13 members of the chorus sang during the 

Sunday services at the First Congregational Church in Bethel, 

where we have appeared several times in the past.  To begin 

the program, Rare Occasion in its last performance with Bill 

Manion, performed with the addition of Walt Rynkiewicz 

singing baritone (Jim was out of town).  We sang our up-

tempo version of ñSwing Down Chariot,ò which the 

Congregation seemed to enjoy.  

 

Continued on the next page

Emails to the 

Editors 
 

Please e-mail your questions and comments to either the 

Hatter editor, John Bradley, at jbrad1313@earthlink.net, or 

the Chatter editor, Dick Zang, at jezang@charter.net.  If your 

e-mail appears, you will receive an autographed picture of 

our 2007 Yankee Division Bulletin Editors Award 

 

Relocation of an old one. 

 

Gentlemen.  Well, it finally is an accomplished fate.  After 46 

years living in the same house in Ridgefield, I am moving to 

Spring Hill, Florida.  I hadnôt expected it to be this quick, but 

the house was only on the market for one week when it was 

sold.  As it was, the new family was kind enough to defer the 

closing for six weeks so I could get my triple bypass 

accomplished and recuperate at home.  I am planning on 

coming back to participate in the annual show, so you canôt 

get rid of me that easily. 

 

My memories of my tenure with the Mad Hatters are endless 

and wonderful.  I wasnôt recruited, nor did I respond to an ad 

when I first came to a rehearsal.  Ed Ryder (who later became 

chapter president) had heard of the newly formed Mad Hatters 

and said why donôt we drop in?  All they can do is ask us to 

leave!   

 

So off to the Green Hotel we went.  I didnôt enjoy it at all 

because I was standing between a bass and a bari and I was 

following the bari!  That was truly a mental and physical 

strain.  Finally, Joe Noto, the chorusôs first director, saw what 

was happening and put me with the basses and then I was 

quite content. 

 

Ray Wixted followed Joe Noto as Director and I became the 

assistant director.  Thus began a long chain --- when Ray got 

tired of directing I took over until he got his second wind.  

That cycle repeated a few times and occurred over a number 

of years.  I had two more periods of directing after Ray moved 

south, but eventually ran out of directorial gas.  It ainôt easy to 

do it right!   

 

NOTE:  Joe is really doing it right!!!  

 

The most marvelous benefit of our barbershop singing is not 

the singing!  It is the close friendships that we make and 

which transcend time and geography.  For example, I may not 

see Len Carlson for a year nor talk to him for six months but, 

when we do talk, itôs like we were together yesterday.  We 

saw the picture that Len sent us recently of he, Bobbie Stewart 

and Mario Marola down in Florida.   

 

I remember when Bob and Mario first dropped in to our Elks 

Hall rehearsal.  I voice tested them and just about dropped my 

teeth!   

Continued on the next page 

mailto:Jbrad1313@earthlink.net
mailto:jezang@charter.net
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Quartets 
 

Continued from the previous page 

 

Bill Manion directed the ensemble.  Walt is a friend of Bill 

and Nancy Manion and is an accomplished musician and a 

singer with the Connecticut Master Chorale.  We are actively 

recruiting him to join the Mad Hatters.  He has a strong 

interest in joining if he can work it into his busy schedule as a 

helicopter pilot for Sikorsky. 

 

As we have done over the past several years, Rare Occasion 

has made a donation to the 2009 Harmony Explosion Camp at 

Harmony College Northeast for a full scholarship ($190).  

This will allowr a young man to attend this great opportunity 

to learn barbershop singing.  We urge all members to try to 

make a donation to this very worthwhile cause. 

 

Until we find a replacement for Bill to sing bass, Rare 

Occasion will be on hold and inactive. 

 

 

Flag Day at the Elks Hall 
 

On Sunday, June 21, The Mad Hatter Chorus returned to its 

old haunts and joined Elks Lodge 120 at its annual, and last, 

Flag Day celebration at the Lodgeôs 346 Main Street hall.   

 

The Elks hall, rehearsal home of the Mad Hatters for many 

years, has been put up for sale by the Elks.  As of this writing, 

both a local Church and a developer who wants to open a 

Mediterranean restaurant and conference center at the site, are 

suitors for the building, built in 1930. 

 

Joining the Elks and the Mad Hatters were Danbury mayor, 

Mark D. Boughton, and the Danbury Drum Corps. 

 
During the celebration, the Mad Hatters performed ñAmerica 

the Beautiful,ò ñAmazing Grace,ò God Bless Americaò and 

ñLet There be Peace on Earth.ò 

 

Flag Day commemorates the adoption of the flag of the United 

States, which happened that day by resolution of the Second 

Continental Congress in 1777. 

 

On June 14, 1907, the Benevolent and Protective Order of 

Elks held what is believed to be the first Flag Day observance.  

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation 

that officially established June 14 as Flag Day.   

 

On June 14, 1908, Theodore Roosevelt was dining outside of 

Philadelphia, when he noticed a man wiping his nose with 

what he thought was the American Flag.  In outrage, 

Roosevelt picked up a small wooden rod and began to whip 

the man for "defacing the symbol of America."  After about 

five or six strong whacks, he noticed that the man was not 

wiping his nose with a flag, but with a blue handkerchief with 

white stars.  Upon realization of this, he apologized to the 

man, but hit the man once more for making him "riled up with 

national pride." 

.

Emails 
 

Continued from the previous page 

 

Bobbie had a range of four octaves ï he could sing any 

barbershop part!  And Marioôs range was almost as wide!  

Both were, and are, great singers with fine voices.   

 

One of my fondest memories was my quartetôs singing of 

ñPlease Mr. Columbusò during an annual show.  We were a 

large chorus then with three master carpenters who made 

beautiful props.  For this number they made the Pinta with a 

mast and a crowôs nest.  Mario, who wasnôt in the quartet, was 

placed in the crowôs nest.  I was Columbus with an orange 

velvet tam about two feet in diameter and an ostrich plume 

(courtesy of Bob Connolly) and a green lame cloak, courtesy 

of the wives, with a gold chain and knickers.  I also had a 

blacked out front tooth!  Mario finally spotted the Indians, that 

is, the Washing-a-ton Red-a-skins! 

 

Unfortunately, too many of my dearest friends are no longer 

with us.  Joe Talarico leads that list.  Suffice to say, I think of 

them frequently and always with a smile. 

 

One of the major characteristics of the early versions of the 

Mad Hatters was the frequency and variety of the chapter get-

togethers.  Yes, we had summer back yard picnics but we also 

had pontoon boat parties on Candlewood Lake with a 

Christmas in July theme, and Pina Colada parties in 

December.  If there is one thing I would encourage our current 

Mad Hatters to do is get together more frequently.  We are 

blessed with a great group of men, but we donôt do as much 

socially as we used to.  Donôt miss this golden opportunity to 

nurture long and enduring friendships while you can.  SO 

SAYETH THE SAGE!!!! 

 

My new address is:  

2095  Quailwood Lane 

Spring Hill, FL 34606 

Home phone: 352-556-4623 

Cell (for a while): 203-448-8262 

e-mail: wjmanion@aol.com 

 

I invite each and every one of you to visit if you can.  Nancy 

and I have a two bedroom house, ideal for one-at-a-time 

guests. 

 

I will be singing with the Hernando Harmonizers, the local 

BHS chapter in Spring Hill.  About thirty-four members ï 

very much like the Mad Hatters.  I plan on having a dual 

membership to maintain my Mad Hatter ties.  You donôt throw 

43 years of joy out the window! 

 

Iôd be lying if I said I wasnôt sad about moving.  Iôll miss a 

fine chapter on the upswing and singing with three true 

gentlemen in a decent quartet.  But future economics dictate.  

So I close with a heartfelt toast to the Danbury Mad Hatter 

Barbershop Chorus.  May you all enjoy the hours of singing 

and the years of great friendships and beautiful memories! 

 

Bill Manion 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1777
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1907
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benevolent_and_Protective_Order_of_Elks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benevolent_and_Protective_Order_of_Elks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1916
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/June_14
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Roosevelt
mailto:wjmanion@aol.com
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Stories About Songs 
 

By Fred Baran 

 

My Heart Stood Still - Words by Lorenz 

Hart, Music by Richard Rodgers 

 

No lyric writer has ever enjoyed a greater reputation for 

intricate, polysyllabic rhyming than Lorenz Hart.  Yet Hart 

could also be both eloquent and simple, which he proved 

conclusively in his words for "My Heart Stood Still."  Here 

not only do we get so meaningful a line as "That unfelt clasp 

of hands," but the entire lyric, with the exception of just six 

words, was put together with words of only one syllable.  First 

sung in a London revue in 1927, the ballad was later heard in 

the Broadway musical A Connecticut Yankee. 

 

 

Secret Love - Words by Paul Francis Weber, Music by 

Sammy Fain 

 

Spurred by Broadway's hit musical western Annie Get Your 

Gun, Hollywood staked its own claim to similar sagebrush 

territory in Calamity Jane.  With Doris Day as the hoydenish 

heroine and Howard Keel as "Wild Bill" Hickok, the bang-up 

saga had all sorts of explosive numbers, but only one romantic 

piece, "Secret Love."  The ballad became a 1953 Oscar-

winner, a top-selling Doris Day recording and the most 

durable item in the score. 

 

 

It's Magi c - Words by Sammy Cahn, Music by Jule Styne 

 

No song was ever more important to a singer's career than "It's 

Magic" was to the career of Doris Day.  In 1948, the former 

band singer was signed by Warner Brothers for her first 

starring role in Romance on the High Seas.  Her debut inspired 

Cahn and Styne to fashion the song, establishing her both as 

movie star and recording artist.  It wasn't long before the 

ballad became even more well-known than the film.  As a 

consequence, when it was shown in England, the title of the 

film was changed to It's Magic.   

 

Note - in the summer of 1958, while working in a resort hotel 

in the Poconos as a waiter, I heard a singer do a parody of this 

song which started, "Those things that I got married for-are 

piled up on the dresser drawer - It's Magic;  Those things that 

gave you sex-appeal - are made of rubber, sponge and steel -

It's Tragic.ò  It ended with "How could I tell myself-when I 

awoke from my honeymoon joy - that I had found that I was 

married to - a Boy!" 

 

Hope this doesn't offend anyone (especially transvestites). 

 

 

Barbershop Biographies  
 

Doyle Stoppel 
 

By Robert Golenbock 

 

This is the first in what we hope is a 

series of biographies of our 

members.  Take the time to interview 

someone who sits next to you and 

write it up for future issues of the 

ñHatter Chatter.ò 

 

Doyle Stoppel was born in 1921 in 

Brooklyn, NY, just three blocks from 

Ebbetts Field.  He spent his childhood in Brooklyn and 

attended Steven Institute, where he studied mechanical 

engineering.  When the United States entered World War II, 

Doyle joined the Navy and was made an Engineering Officer.  

He sailed through the Suez Canal and found himself at 

Okinawa, where he was the target of kamikaze fighters.   

Fortunately, he was not hit, and at the end of the war he was 

able to finish college and receive his degree.   

 

Back in New York, Doyle quickly found work at Doubleday 

Book Clubs, first converting their machinery to a more 

modern system and then developing new machinery.  As a 

reward, he was sent to Hanover, Pennsylvania, for 10 years!  

Despite the unfamiliar surroundings, Doyle managed to 

acclimate himself quite well.  He found refuge in the arms of 

another former Brooklynite, Doris Mowat, and married her.  

Although theyôve only been married for 60 years, this writer 

will go out on a limb and predict the match is going to work 

out.  The couple has two children, a boy and a girl. 

 

When an opening became available at American Cyanamid, 

Doyle moved to Connecticut with his family.  He took on 

various engineering roles with American Cyanamid, which 

later became Davis and Geck.   He sang in church choirs, but 

never did any public singing until a friend brought him to a 

Mad Hatters rehearsal 15 years ago.  Heôs been a mainstay 

ever since. 

 

Doyleôs been in Danbury for 47 years, and weôre glad he has 

no plans to leave. 

 

 

Society Associate Program 
The Barbershop Harmony Society is proud to announce a 

brand-new classification for women who desire "insider" 

status with one of the largest singing organizations in the 

world.  The "Associate" program, while not "membership," 

grants official status to members of Sweet Adelines 

International, Harmony Incorporated, as well as wives, 

widows, relatives, girlfriends, female directors, and friends of 

the Barbershop Harmony Society.  

 

Join online now:  https://ebiz.barbershop.org 

Or call: 800.876.SING (7464). 

 

https://ebiz.barbershop.org/
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The Presidentôs Podium 
 

By Bob Bradley 

 

Summer is upon us and a lot of us will be 

traveling this time of year. 

 

A good thing to remember is that most of the places you go 

will have a barbershop chapter nearby that will  be very 

welcoming.    

The visits to other chapters give you a good idea of how the 

society runs.  It is interesting to see the way different choruses 

rehearse and prepare for contest, interact, etc. 

 

Each director has a unique personality and each chorus runs 

things in its own way.  You can do two hours of riser time, or 

no risers at all. 

 

Look on the internet before you go on vacation and see who is 

in the area in which you are going. 

 

Chapter members are also a great source of information for 

local restaurants and places to see while in the area. 

 

The International contest is also upon us.  I hope some 

members catch the web cast.  Next year, the International 

contests will be in Philadelphia and I hope that the entire 

chorus and go.  Mark the first week of July in your books now.  

As soon as we get more information, we will pass it on to the 

chorus members. 

 

Remember the July Putnam County4-H Fair on July 25, at 

5:15 PM.  We have been doing this gig for many years and are 

beginning to get on stage close to when they have scheduled 

us.  In the early years we waited for close to an hour as they 

ran later and later. 

 

Best of the summer to all of you and remember to find 

harmony no matter where you travel. 

 

 

 

2009 Barbershop Harmony Society 

Inter national Convention 

Webcast Subscriptions 

The official 2009 Barbershop Harmony Society 

Webcast is taking subscriptions. 
 

We look forward to a great webcast, and we hope 

you enjoy your four days of harmony viewed from 

the "Best Seat not In The House". 

http://bhs-live.com 

 

 

June Board of 

Directors Meeting 

Minutes 
 

Submitted by Robert Golenbock 
 

Meeting called to order by president pro tem Danny Anderson 

at 6:08 pm on June 2, 2009 at the Church of Christ. 

 

SECRETARYôS REPORT:  Motion to approve by Art 

Roberts.  Seconded by Fred Baran.  Approved. 

 

TREASURERôS REPORT:  We received payment for the 

Southbury Memorial Day Singout.  We sent a donation for the 

college quartet champions of the Northeastern District to go to 

the international convention.  Motion to approve report by 

Fred Baran.  Seconded by Bill Manion.   

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  We are expecting a large turnout 

for next weekôs barbecue, 80 people, including those from 

other chapters and guests.  Joe has a program prepared.  

Various members will bring the fixinôs. 

 

VP PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Still nobody (sigh!). 

 

MUSIC COMMITTEE:  No meeting.  Fred Baran has 

developed a sign-up sheet for singouts.  Joe requests that the 

program be determined the week before and handed out.  

News about the Singing Aôs - the program will start soon.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  The Annual Show progress by Dick Zang: 

Quartet ï check; venue ï check; afterglow at Stony Hill Inn ï 

check; ad forms ï check; tickets ï check; script ï what script? 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  We are sponsoring two kids for the 

Harmony Xplosion camp in August at $190 each (already 

approved).  We are scheduled to sing for Flag Day at the Elks 

Hall and at a ball game later this month.  The name of our 

annual show is ñMurder in the Barbershop.ò.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  C. Zlamany, D. Stoppel 

 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  D. Anderson, F. Baran, R. 

Golenbock, J. Hopper, L. LaPlante, W. Manion, A. Roberts, 

R. Walter.  Bob Bradley was absent due to a death in the 

family.  

 

Next meeting on July 6.  Meeting adjourned at 7pm. 

 

 

 
 

http://bhs-live.com/
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The Directorôs Den 
 

By Joe Hudson 

 

 

After a small hiatus, I am happy to welcome back the letter of 

the month.  This monthôs letter is F. 

 

can have many different words attached 

to it.  However, for this month, it is 

going to be FINISH.  The full phrase is 

FINISH EACH PHRASE WITH 

ENERGY.  This is a phrase we hear all 

the time in barbershopping, but is 

finishing is hard to do. 

 

Why is that?  It's because it causes us to think extra hard 

before, during, and at the end of each phrase.  When singing 

through a song, you need to take in a full breath before the 

phrase, not expend too much air during the phrase, and get rid 

of all of the air at the end, without making the sound seem 

forced. 

 

How can I work on this?  One very simple exercise works.  

Take in a deep breath, then expend your air slowly with a 

HISS sound.  Make sure you retain enough for the air not to 

die down at the end of the hiss.  Do that a few times, until each 

time is the same.  Then switch to a neutral vowel such as a 

DOO or a DAH and sing through on that a few times.  Then 

switch to words. 

 

Do this on one song at a time, and you will notice the 

improvement. 

 

The importance of quartets 

A lot of people wonder why we have quartets, choruses and 

VLQs in the Barbershop Harmony Society.  The reason I can 

see is that the VLQs give those who donôt have the confidence 

to sing by themselves but want the experience of a smaller 

group to sing in a group smaller than a chorus, but larger than 

a quartet. And the choruses give more men a chance to sing 

this wonderful music we love. 

 

However, the quartet is where it all started.  The Barbershop 

Harmony Society used to be known as the Society for the 

Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop QUARTET 

Singing in America.  But, it is not only the preservation of the 

quartet that makes the Society important. 

 

A quartet, if done right, becomes a family.  A quartet, if done 

right will give you the thrill of singing every time!  A quartet 

has fun singing, while working harder than anyone, as they are 

just one person singing each part. 

 

My experiences with quartets have been fun and challenging 

at the same time.  One of my first quartets was with friends of 

mine in high school (I was a baritone then).  We were a mixed 

quartet (male and female).  Then I went to Western 

Connecticut State University where I met the men of The 

Cutting Edge.  I had a short time with them.  Then I created an 

unnamed quartet with each of us switching parts on each song. 

Then was the experience of Conundrum. Through 

Conundrum, I came to the Danbury Chapter, and was placed 

in a quartet for Valentineôs Day called One Step Higher.  My 

current quartet is The HatterTones. 

 

Each quartet had its own personality.  Each quartet had its 

benefits.  And each has given me the thrill of singing the 

music we love so much!  So, find three other guys (they donôt 

have to sing the part they do in the chorus either),  learn a 

Polecat or two to start off, and have some fun with your own 

quartet. 

 

Bringing More Youth to Harmony 

As a young man of 26 years old, I know the benefits of being a 

member of the Barbershop Harmony Society at a young age.  

However, the average age of our Society members is 20 plus 

years my age.  So, as the new Youth in Harmony VP for the 

NED, I have been thinking of how to correct the trend of the 

aging of the Society.  The following are my feelings/ideas. 

1.) We can appeal to the music educators out there by 

holding true to that which we are.  We are first and 

foremost, a Society built to help the advancement and 

preservation of a style of music, the BARBERSHOP 

STYLE!  It is the only form of vocal music that is both a 

capella and does not have the melody in the top voice.  

We are also a Society designed around the amateur singer.  

We teach non-musicians and musicians alike how to 

blend with others in a section, as well as in the chorus as a 

whole.  We create independent singers through the use of 

quarteting and learning CDs/Tapes. 

2.) We can appeal to the high school students by giving them 

an opportunity to be ñspecial guestsò on sing-outs, annual 

shows, or just at regular rehearsals.  All the while, that 

would give a chorus at least FOUR youthful members 

between the ages of 13 ï 18 years old.  We can also give 

them music that would help them become a part of a 

growing Society with newer songs arranged in the 

barbershop style.  This can also help out the music 

educators because now, without doing too much, they 

have better singers to come out and sing in concerts. 

3.) We can appeal to the college students in similar ways as 

the high school student, with a few differences, of course.  

The college quartet contest is one heck of a grand 

experience, with the opportunity to win cash and sing all 

over the country. 

4.) Donôt be too aggressive!  We want to entice young men to 

join the Society, but we also donôt want to scare them 

away.  Have them listen for awhile, then teach them a tag.  

That is what hooked me! (I was taught the baritone part to 

ñSleepy Time Down Southò and ñPlease Donôt Give My 

Daddy No More Wineò) What this does is allows them to 

hear chords, then experience the thrill of singing a hair-

raising tag! 

5.) Sing songs they will know/enjoy. 
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   Society and District Notes    
 

 

Harmony Extreme Camp 
 

Harmony Extreme Camp is, in my opinion, one of the best 

things we do for kids and their teachers in Northeast District.  

And when I say "WE" that includes "YOU."  You get the kids 

interested in going to the camp, and you pay for the costs 

involved.  The District can't do this without you.  Harmony 

Foundation donates $50 per student, but you provide the bulk 

of the funds for this program.  Please talk with your chapter 

president about how you and your chapter can support this 

worthwhile program by getting kids there, and by raising some 

funds for it.   

 

Thanks from this year's kids and the HX Camp Committee. 

 

Walt Lane,  NED District President 2008-2009 

 

 

Hello, 

 

HX Camp will be at a new location this year -- Worcester 

State College, August 6-9, 2009 --a great facility! 

 

New this year -- There will be a one-day HX program for 

young women on Saturday August 8.  This program will be 

coordinated in cooperation with Harmony Inc., and will be an 

exciting addition to the Camp! 

 

All materials for HX Camp can be found at the NEW 

WEBSITE:  www.nedyih.org 

 

This site is under re-construction, but is fully functional.  The 

HX Camp flier, and registration forms can be downloaded.  

The flier and registration form for the young women's 

program will also be there, soon. 

 

Please help get the word out to potential attendees -- high 

school students, music educators, and college music education 

majors.  Remember that our HX Professional Development 

Program for the educators and music education  majors is very 

highly regarded. 

 

All attendees are fully scholar shipped, and this program is run 

by donations from chapters, quartets, and individuals, together 

with a grant from Harmony Foundation.  Please send chapter 

donations as early as possible. An HX Scholarship is $190 per 

student/educator, and we welcome donations of any amount. 

Make donation checks payable to "NED" with "HX Camp" 

written on the memo line and mail to:  

 

Scott Domaratius, 50 Meriam Street, Wakefield, MA, 01880 

.

Standing Ovation Program team. 
 

Just a note to announce an addition to the staff at the Standing 

Ovation Program team.  Norm Mendenhall has accepted the 

position of Co-Chairman of the NED SO Program.  If Norm 

contacts your chapter officers about having a review of your 

performance, it will be official.  Many of our chapters are now 

producing wonderful shows and are still asking for reviews. 

We ask you all to not give up on this program.  We will gladly 

notify you if you no longer need us.   

 

We thank the many chapters who have been faithful, as they 

also thank us for the suggestions and encouragement.  We also 

encourage quartets to have their performances reviewed.  It 

can't hurt, and it may help.  The program also offers reviews 

of video tapes and DVDs of performances.  Remember, all 

requests for reviews must still come through me for 

assignments. 

 

Go for the Standing O, 

J 

oe Kopka, Co-Chairman, NED SOP 

 

 

Treasurer Needed 
 

The Nominating Slate for the NED for 2010 is almost set 

except for the Treasurer position. The current Treasurer is 

moving out of the District and therefore cannot continue as 

Treasurer. 

 

The Society and NED by laws require that only NED District 

"members" can serve on the Board.  If you are a Frank Thorne 

or Associate member, unfortunately, you cannot be considered 

for a position on the Board. 

 

However, if you are confident that you have the qualifications, 

please strongly consider this very important position on the 

NED Board. 

 

Serving on the Board is a great way to help keep thus great 

hobby of ours a going concern for future NED 

Barbershoppers. 

 

Thanks 

 

Leo Ouellette 

Nominating Committee Chair 

 

 

Continued on the next page 

http://www.nedyih.org/
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Notes 
 

Continued from the previous page 

 

NED Shed 
 

Now is the time to place your orders for Harmony College 

Northeastern (HCNE) for Aug 7-8 at Worcester State College, 

Worcester, MA. 

 

Individuals, quartets, and chapter secretaries can place orders 

for anything that Harmony Marketplace sells.  Yes, that does 

include music. 

 

When placing order please include the following: 

Item Number 

Item Name 

Quantity 

Your Name 

Your phone number 

Your email address 

 

The NED SHED does this for our NED Members so they don't 

have to pay for the shipping.  Please place all orders by the 

end of June 30th.  

 

Scott Salladin 

NED SHED Chairman 

LKahuna@hvc.rr.com 

 

 

Thank You Northeast District 

 

Hello fellow members of the NED.  Please forgive my 

tardiness in sending this message out.  I meant to do this a few 

weeks ago, but it has been a very busy month for me. 

 

On behalf of the members of Blend Tech, your representatives 

in this yearôs International Collegiate Quartet Contest, I would 

like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all of you.  You, the 

members of the Northeast District, have shown us such great 

support, emotionally and financially.  We greatly appreciate 

all of the kind words, the helpful ideas, coaching and the many 

donations that were given to help make the trip possible for us.  

 

We are very much looking forward to representing the NED 

on Saturday morning in Anaheim.  Please watch us on the 

webcast if you won't be in Anaheim yourselves.  We think 

weôre going to put on a pretty good show.  We are performing 

second in the competition, which will be around 8:20 AM 

Pacific time/11:20 AM Eastern time.  

 

We're looking forward to seeing any of you who will be in 

Anaheim.  Again, thank you all for your continued support. 

Take care, all! 

 

Drew Wheaton 

Lead - Blend Tech 

Lead - Kentucky Vocal Union 

Tenor - Island City Chorus 

 
ñChefsò Art Roberts and Danny Anderson at the Mad Hattersô 

Inter-chapter Night.  Picture by John Bradley 

 

 

 
 

Renee Silverstein getting the attention of the ñmega chorus.ò  

Picture by Robert Golenbock 

 

 

 
 

Group shot ï Inter-chapter night. 

Picture by Robert Golenbock 
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