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Mad Hatters Host Yankee Division Inter-Chapter Night
By Fred BaranJohn Bradleyand Dick Zang

Danbury, CT - On Tuesdg evening June 9,the Danbury F
Mad Hatter Barbershop Chorus hosted tingt annual Mad 4
Hatter Yankee Division Inte€hapter Nightat the Church of
Christ in Danbury Eighty-six membersand guests from the
Danbury,Bridgeport,WaterburyDerby, Hartford, Manchester
andPoughkeepsiehaptersattended.

The evening started with a fin@afbequeservedup by Danny
Anderson and souschef Art Roberts, and then moved
upstairs tahe durchfor overtwo hours of ;ging provided

There were some good renditions of Polecats by the entire
group( t h e f me guadercthe directienf) three of the
direcors: Renee Silversteinof PoughkeepsjeChris Andre

of Bridgeportandthe Mad Hatterown Joe Hudson Each
chorus took turnntertaining the group, afid a couple of
VLQs anda number of established and pickup quartets.

The YankeeegdGhvdrsu soin dihéee ct ed

The group enjoyed the Bridgepooastal Chordsméns : : .
rendition of i Zombi e Chdrdsménor e e 0 Sllvsfargtelnn%fupgumkeeptgﬁlcgure by John Bradley

were asked to repeat it later in the evening. \

And of cour s e, uebarbershopunight withdut b e
tags. Dira Rdpper tau@ld thesingersone of his
g u a i farotitésiOnly God Can Mke a Tree and Joe
Hudsontaughti The Unr eachabl e Star. o

A surprise treat was performance by the Chord Lords, a
guartet of youngnen (the tenor from Fairfieldniversity who
sings with Bridgeportand theothersfrom the CranfordNJ
area)who happened to be in town for a quartet rehearsal.

Af ter the Mad Hatters samg 0
evening ended with the incumbent Harmp Society
president Alan Lamston, leading themegac hor us i n
the Whole World Singing.o Al
the Northeastrn District sinceMad HatterDick Ellenburger

to serve as the Societyods president.
The Chord Lords. Picture by Robert Golenbock
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Farewell to Bill Manion

By Fred BaranJohn Bradleyand Dick Zang

It wasa sad day for us all wheBill Manion announcd that

he and Nancywould be moving to Spring HillFlorida, on

June 22 Bill has beerm Mad Hatter for overdyears and ha
served adlirector, assstart director, membershipVP, music

VP, section leadergecruiter,teacherand mentor to incoming
members.

Bill, a member of the Mad Hatter Hall of Famecumulated
14 men of note awards (for bringing new members into the

chorus)t hr ee of them for Jim Hop
back, o Jim told the chorus wi
il n ma n, the gharysswas a lifsaver , O Bi l
AiSinging is a great way to r

To give Bill a proper Mad Hatter semdf, the chorus
dedicated the second half of its regular Tuesday night meeting
on June 16 to saying goodbye, having cake and refreshments
and, of course,isging some special songs.

Bill will be especiallymissedas the bass dkare Occasion by

e

Left to right: Dick Zang, Jim Hopper, Robert Goldenbock and

Jim, Robert and-red who have sung with hinfor the past
sevenyears The quart shared many wonderful days and
nights singing at weddingsparties, restaurantsValentines,
shows,Macyds, hospitalsand many other events too numerous
to mention.

fiBil | is the
Jim Hopper mentioned.

onung wasé idva &v

In Florida, Bill will be rejoining PaulJust, the former lead of
Rare Occasionat the Hernando Harmonizershapter in
Florida. We all wish Nancy and Bill a smoothand safe
relocationand an enjoyable new life in Florida

Bill Manion, second from leffoining his quartetmatesin
song. Picture by John Bradley

Fred Bar amYou nidakeg UWs L ook
Picture by John Bradley

AYou Make Me Look So

Sung to the tune of fAYouy

Do we seem as mournful as a schoolboy during finals?
Do we seem to grumble like a jockey with bad piles?
If we doi the cause of it all is you

Cause you make us look so young
And youmake us laugh till we cough up a lung.
And every time | see you grin

| 6m gl ad yioiutberhespitalot st i | |
The momenthat you sing

We feel the floor vibrate and ring.

Youknowwe 61 | mi ss the crafts
More than a Democratds spe

I know you cannot ever be replaced.
Nowi y o u 6 | Wwn sbuth withdNancy
We 6 | | be up north without

You make us look so ymg and

When ités that time for a
hi gh not es a lowoctawe twdgl | hit t
And since youbre really ol
|l m gonna feel the way | d

Cause you make us look so young.

I know you cannot ever be replaced.
Nowi y o u 6 | Wn sbuth withdancy

We 6 | | be up north without

So

Yol



Are Our Songs Solen Property?

2009 Harmony College Northeast
By Dick Zang

o _ _ Friday, Saturday and Sunday August 7, 8 and 9
No, this is not another reminder about copyright law.

. . . Worcester State College
Nick Godano recently sent me a link to a web site that had <

postedanarticlettld fiPop Songs Based ¢ NewCourses! New FacultyGood Food! Great Show _
The 1link didnodt wor k, but y it

sponsored by Associated Conterithe article confirmed his Saturday night show includes HX Camp kids (including
worst suspicions: that many of our songs have classical both boys and girls), Bigtime! andAIC all -star quartet, -
origins. Nick learned that the melody o r Al 6m A GotchaTones.

Chasing Rai nb o wg$antasiednsproiptufintCe d

Shar p iFnredenc Chopin. Checkwww.nedistrict.org for details

| was disappointed to note that the article made no reference to
our own Sigmund Spaeth. Sig was a member of the
Manhattan Chapter and his son, Bds a member when | was

there 40 years agadAt least | think it was his son (or nephew); Remember These Guys?

what are the odds of having two unrethfépaeths in the same

chapter? By Dick Zang

For you younger folk out there, Sigmund Spaeth was the Tune Back in the1980s Danbury had a popular quartet called Final

Detective of radio fameDuring the 1930sDr. Spaeth had a Decision. George Schwerdt, the baritone in that foursome and

very popular 18minute weekly radio show broadcast on NBC a Mad Hatter director, contacted me the other day to ask for

that traced down the ancestry of popular sords. never Frank Fehlingés address.

failed to find an antecedent even if it was only a bar or two of

melody. George now sings with the Hunterd@hapter in Flemington,
NJ. He was kind enough to forward this photo that will bring

Many tunes wered b o r r entirelydi®m classical pieces. back some fond memories. That

| t 6 s YO&Kinthe pakdic domain. lead, George, and the unforgettable Joe Saalzoass.

experts that one runs into now and agairhe answer to the
guestion of the only song that ever stumped Sigmund Spaeth
is ABegiwmi ndedBeg

Now | dm d o westiorts ¢o stumpothe @xpertsher
othes  awhere \ias the Lone Ranger badr@ nd fAaf t
prohibition what New York City restaurant got NYS liquor
l'icense No. 1?70

Free Arrangements

The Heritage of Harmony Songbook, alection of public
domain music compiled and arranged by the Harmony Society
in the late 1980s, is free for download at:

www.barbershop.org

BOB (914) 666-4285

You will find it under thel AG i s f
Harmony Society members. You will find songs such |as 1 Che Final Decision
fnBeauti f ul Dr eamer , 0 nAllexa : S P.E B.S. Q. S. A. REGISTERED
iMoonlight Bayo and others| i 508 CAMPANA, TENOR  GEORGE SOHWERDT, BARITONE
| FRANK FEHUING, LEAD JOE SCALZO, BASS



http://www.barbershop.org/
http://www.nedistrict.org/

Take Me Out to the Ballgame

By Fred Baran

Through a friend of minewho is a videographer for the
Danbury Westerners Baseball Teain,had contactedthe
We s t e rpresderd, sMike Malone, to see if we could
arrange an opportunity fahe MadHatters ¢ sing thei St ar
Spangl e dandBsavenlethedongs between innings

one of their games.

We were scheduled to sing at teecond game of a double
header on Saturdayjune 20. This was apecial game
featuringtwo teams from the Vintage Base Ball League'
The teams would be dressed in 1886 Uniformd play by
1886 Rules.

The Mad Hatterarranged to wedlperiod outfits" with red
striped vestshow-ties and skimmehats. The game wagpart

of the 15th Anniversary celebration for the Westerners, a team
of amateurballplayers from colleges around theuntry who
play in the NECBL (New England Collegiate Baseball
League).

Unfortunately, the game wasrained out, but will be
rescheduledater this summer (no date at this writingJhis

will be a great opportunity for the Mad Hatters to sing at a
new vewe before a different audience in the Greater Danbury
community and, hopefully, recruit somenew members into
our organization.

The New England Collegiate Baseball LeaguéNECBL) is
a l1l2team amateurwooden batsummer baseball league
founded in 1993and sanctioned by th&lCAA (National
Collegiate Athletic Association) aridajor League Baseball

Each NECBL team plays an eigheek, 42game schedule
during June and July, with a playoff in early August.

Like the Cape Cod Baseball Leaguend other mateur
leagues, the NECBL is a showcase for top colegel
players, giving professional basebaloutsa chance to see
prospective pros playing against each other. It is considered
one of the top summer leagues in the country

Founded in 1993, the NE@Bbegan its direction under
George Fosterformer Cincinnati Redsand New York Mets
All-Star andMajor League Basebalhome run leader, and
Emmy Awardwinning television producer/directodoseph
Consentino

Play started in 1994 and today the NECBL hasobee a
strong twelveteam league that plays in all Sdew England
states.

Vintage Baseball

If you do decide to join the Mad Hattersthe makeup of our
June 20 rainout, youodl | see
you are used to seeing.

Vintage BaseBall is base balli{ was spelledastwo words
prior to the 1880splayed by the rules and customs of the 19th
Century. The players (sometimes called ballists) wear period
reproduction uniforms, either with long trouseand shield
shirts, or a later tyle of lace shirt and knickers.

Prior to 1857, establisheshe n' élgbs devoted to a bat and
ball game were free to create and modify their own rules.
Children also made up their own rules. But the New York
Knickerbockers, who had been experimenting vétlset of
rules since 1845, led the way to establish the first national
base ball convention, and create the first standard set of rules.

In the midnineteenth centurymost ballists played with bare
hands,but starting in the late 1860s a few catcherthwaw
hands needed to wear thin buckskin gloves to keep on playing.

Until 1865, fair or foul balls caught on one bound were outs.
However, the more skilled players always attempted to catch it
"on the fly" which eventually made thebound rule
unnecessgr

Balls are also considered fair by where Hadl first touches
the ground.That is, a ball hit in front of home plate that then
spins into foul territory is still a fair ball.Talented vintage
base ball strikers take advantage of this rule and esbahto
swat at the ball, creating what is known as a “faid" ball,
which first lands fair and spins foul, forcing either the first or
third baseman off their basedistorically, this technique was
abused forcing the fair ball rule to be changed &#7L

When baseball leagues allowed overhand pitching in 1885, the
game took on a more modern appearan¢amtage base ball
clubs will often play 1884 rules to interpret the last year of
side arm pitchingor 1886 rules to interpret early overhand
pitching.

1886 is also the first year a pitcher could deliver the ball with
one foot off the ground.




Quartet Corner

News from our chorus quartets

Real Chemisty i By John Bradley

. On Fiday, June 12, Real Chemistry made its
annual appearance #te Regional Hospice Arts Festival &
Cosmopolitan Buffet a't Boehringer Il ng
headquarters in Riddield, CT. The festival, featurinfine
paintings, photography and prints, sculpture, pottery, jewelry,
live music, a silent auction andine food from area
restaurants, benefits the programs of Regional Hospice of
Western CT, Inc

For about 90 minuteghe quartet, between bites of jumbo
shrimp and gulps of champagne, wandeegdong the art
objects singing various songs fromroregular repertoire,

includingi | 6 m Begi nni ngniTenSEeeth@EfC(f_Om

Emails to the N

Editors

Please email your questions and comments to either the
Hatter editor, John Bradley, gbrad1313@esghlink.net or
the Chatter editor, Dick Zang, gzang@charter.netlf your
e-mail appears, you will receive an autographed picture of

ayr %P%7iYﬂW§e§ Div&si8anHII8tip EqitOés Award
Relocation of an old one.

Gentlemen. Wellit finally is an accomplished fate. After 46
years living in the same house in Ridgefield, | am moving to
Sprimg Hill, Florida. Thadnét expect egdoutit
the house was only on the market for one week when it was
sold. As it was, the new family was kind enough to defer the
closing for six weeks so | could get my triple bypass
agdecuperateat home. | am planning on

eéto p@rgcg)qtq in tgqmualshow S 0

Ground, 6 and our Frs omgy, nn@;dwﬁo I you ca
Il sl and Baby. 0 We <conc bafthe d o%’t rﬂetnatceﬁsw contrlbutlon

. ; h ; ) : Wi i '
E\r/]egl r[1)iget| .not e dining area, WMy men?ories of m)F/)tenure With me Mad Hattgrs arelend?essI

On June 20, Real Chemisttyaveled to Redding, CT, to
performe at a Fa t tseDayd party in the home ofCelia
Lowenberg. We entertained the dads and grardijarothers
and kidswi t h fiAs Time Goes By, 0
our favorite Fatherés Day so
finished our Fat her 6ssinrgfo t o
Werner and Carole Heed

Tenor Augi e D6Aurel |
observed, nlt could be a
rain. o

Rare OccasionBy Fred Baran

On SaturdayJune ¢ Rare Occasioparticipated in the Relay

for Life program at New Fairfield High cBool at the
invitation of Jane Golenbock, a faculty member at that school
and a member of a fund raising group called Wonder Women.
This event is sponsored annually by the American Cancer
Socidy as a fund raiser for cancexsearch.This is the second
year that Rare Occasion has performed at this event and we
sang a selection of songs from our repertoire for
approximately 30 minutes.

On June 2labout 13 members of the choseng during the
Sunday services at thérst Congregational Church in Bethel
where we have appeared several times in the pestbegin
the program, Rare Occasidm its last performance with Bill
Manion, performedwith the addition of Walt Rynkiewicz
singing baritone (Jim was out of town)We sang our up
tempo version of iSwing Down Chariohy which the
Congregation seemed to enjoy.

Continued on the next page

AeBY6"n o t

and wonder ful , hor ldid lwespondéad an ade ¢ r
when | first came to a rehealksd&d Ryder (who later became
chapter pesident) had heard of the newly formed Mad Hatters
and said whydo6t we drop in? Al t

B ame Me, 0 and
sl and We

, B .0

r% ?ggzny he Gr e Tnaq-lyotoel we
ecause wastan nggetween a bass and’ a bari and | was
following the bari! That was truly a mental and physical

s u mma Ftain. Figally, Jge Noto, ahgflprumswlﬁtglp?ctor saw what
gr e &'pS hgnpenigg and, i, megwih the bgs§e§the lwag ¢

d
quite content.

Ray Wixted followed Joe Noto as Director and | became the
assistant director. Thus began a long chainvhen Ray got
tired of directing | took over until he gdtis second wind.
That cycle repeated a few times and occurred over a number

of years. | had two more periods of directing after Ray moved
southbut eventually ran out of
do it right!

NOTE: Joe is really doing itght!!!

The most marvelous benefit of our barbershop singing is not
the singing! It is the close friendships that we make and
which transcend time and geography. For example, | may not
see Len Carlson for a year nor talk to him for six months but,
whenwe dotalk itoés | ike we were 't
saw the picture that Len sent us recently of he, Bobbie Stewart
and Mario Marola down in Florida.

| remember when Bob and Mario first dropped in to our Elks
Hall rehearsal. | voice tested them gust about dropped my
teeth!

Continued on the next page


mailto:Jbrad1313@earthlink.net
mailto:jezang@charter.net

Quartets

Continted from the previous page

Bill Manion directed the ensembleWalt is a friend of Bill

and Nancy Manion and is an accomplished musician and a
singer with the Connecticut Master ChoraMle are actively
recruiting him to join the Mad Hatters.He has a stmg
interest in joining if he can work it into his busy schedule as a
helicopter pilot for Sikorsky.

As we have done over the past several years, Rare Occasion
has made a donation to the 2009 Harmony Explosion Camp at
Harmony College Northeastfor a full scholarship ($190)
This will allowr a young man to attend this great opportunity
to learn barbershop singingWe urge all members to try to
make a donation to this very worthwhile cause.

Until we find a replacement for iB to sing bass, Rare
Occasionwill be on hold and inactive.

Flag Day at the Elks Hall

On SundayJune 21, The Mad Hatter Chorus returned to its
old haunts and joineltlks Lodge 120 at its annual, and last,
Flag Day celebration at theo d g3d6Main Street hall.

The Elks hall, rehearsal home of the Mad Hattersnfiany
years, has been put up for sale by the Eks.of this writing,
both a local Church and aeveloper who wants to open a
Mediterranean restaurant and conference cextttére site, are
suitorsfor thebuilding, built in 1930.

Joining theElks amd the Mad Hatters were Danburyayor,
Mark D. Boughtonand the Danbury Drum Corps.

During the celebration, t he
the Beautiful, o AAmazing
ALet Theroen bEea rReha e

Flag Daycommemorates the adoption of fieg of the United
States which happened that day by res@n of the Second
Continental Congreda 1777.

On June 141907, the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks heldwhat is believed to be the fir6tag Day observance

In 1916 PresidentWoodrow Wilsonissued a proclamation

that officially establishedune 14as Flag Day

On June 14, 1908 heodore RooseveWas dining outside of
Philadelphia, when he noticed a man wiping his nose with
what he thought was the American Flagln outrage,
Roosevelt picked up a small wooden rod and began to whip
the man for "defacing theymbol of America' After about

five or six strong whacks, he noticed that the man was not
wiping his nose with a flag, but with a blhandkerchiefvith
white stars. Upon realization of this, he apologized to the
man, but hithe manonce more for making hirtriled up with
national pride."

thg. Hil
Gr a%%:ng‘bhor%:%é%e%z? s

Emails

Continued from the previous page

Bobbie had a range of four octavéshe could sing any
barbershop part! And Mari ob
Both were and aregreat singers with fine voices.

One of my fondest memori es
fiPlease Mr.Columbu® during an annual show. We were a
large chorus then with three master carpenters who made
beautiful props. For this number they made the Pinta with a
mastand acro8 nest . Mari o, who wa
placed in the cro@® nest. | was Columbus with an orange
velvet tam about two feet in diameter and an ostplthme
(courtesy of Bob Connollyand a geen lame cloak, courtesy

of the wives, with a gold chain and knickers. 1| also had a
blacked out front tooth! Mario finally spotted the Indians, that

is, the Washinga-ton Reda-skins!

W

Unfortunately, too many of my dearest friends are no longer
with us. Joe Talarico leads that list. Suffice to say, | think of
them frequently and always with a smile.

One of the major characteristics of the early versions of the
Mad Hatters was the frequency and variety of the chapter get
togethers. Yes, we had sumnbadk yard picnics but we also
had pontoon boat parties orCandlewood Lake with a
Christmas in July themeand Pina Colada parties in
December If there isone thing | would encourage our current
Mad Hatters to do is get together more frequently. We are

blessed with a great group of mdnu t we donot d
socially as we wused to. Donbd
nurture long and enduring friendships while you can. SO

SAYETH THE SAGE!!!

My new address is:
2095 Quailwood Lane
12t 34606 S

performed AAmeric
Americao and

Cell (for a while): 2034488262
e-mail: wimanion@aol.com

| invite each and every one of you to visit if you can. Nancy
and | have a two bedroom house, ideal for-aratime
guests.

| will be singing with the Hernando Harmonizers, the local
BHS chapter in Spring Hill. About thirtfour membersi
very much like the Mad Hatters. | plan on having a dual

membership to maintain my Mad
43 years of joy ot the window!
|l 6d be lying if I saildlll vdE ss|

fine chapter on the upswing and singing with three true
gentlemen in a decent quartet. But future economics dictate.
So | close with a heartfelt toast to the Danbury Mad Hatte
Barbershop ChorusMay you all enjoy the hours of singing
and the years of great friendships and beautiful memories!

Bill Manion
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My Heart Stood Still - Words by Lorenz
Hart, Music by Richard Rodgers

Stories About Songs

By Fred Baran

No lyric writer has ever enjoyed a greater reputation for
intricate, polysyllabic rhyming thahorenz Hart. Yet Hart
could also be both eloquent and simple, which he proved
conclusively inhis words for "My Heart Stood $ti' Here

not only do we get so meaningfuliad as "That unfelt clasp

of hands,"” but the entire lyriayith the exception of just six
words was put together with words of only one syllabkérst
sung in a London revue in 1927, the ballad was later heard in
the Broadway musical Connecticut Yanle

Secret Love - Words by Paul Francis Weber, Music by
Sammy Fain

Spurred by Broadway's hit musical westénnie Get Your
Gun, Hollywood staked its own claino similar sagebrush
territory in Calamity Jane With Doris Day as the hoydenish
heroine andHoward Keel as "Wild Bill" Hickok, the bangp
saga had all sorts of explosive numbers,dnly one romantic
piece, "Secret Loveé' The ballad became a 1953 Oscar
winner, a topselling Doris Day recording and the most
durable item in the score.

It's Magi c - Words by Sammy Cahn, Music by Jule Styne

No song was ever more impgant to a singer's career thdtis
Magic" was to the career doris Day. In 1948 the former
band singer was signed by Warner Brothers for her first
starring rolein Romance on thHigh SeasHer debut inspired
Cahn and Styne to fashion the spegtablishing her both as
movie star and recording artistlt wasn't long beforehe
ballad became even more wkhown than the film As a
consequence, when it was shown in Englahdtitle of the
film was changed ttt's Magic

Note - in the summer of 1958vhile workingin a resort hotel
in the Poconoss awaiter, | hearda singer do a parody of this
song whichstarted, Those things that | got married fare
piled up onthe dresser drawer It's Magic; Those things that
gave you sexappeal- are made of rubbegpongeand steel

I t' s Tireadgd with '8How could | 1€ myselfwhen |
awoke from myhoneymoonjoy - that | had foundhat | was
married to- a Boy!"

Hope this doeshoffend anyondespeciallyjtransvestites).

Barbershop Biographies

Doyle Stoppel
By Robert Golenbock

This is the first inrwhat we hope is
series of biographies of our
members. Take the time to intervie
someone who sits next to you a
write it up for future isses of the
fiHatter Chattero

Doyle Stoppel was born in 1921 i
Brooklyn, NY, justthreeblocks from
Ebbetts Field. He spent his childhood in Brooklyn and
attended Steven Institute, where fstudied mechanical
engineering When the United States entered WorldaWl,
Doyle joined the Navy and was made an Engineering Officer.
He sailed through the Suez Canal and found himself at
Okinawa, where he was the target of kamikaze fighters.
Fortunately, he was not hit, and at the end of the war he was
able to finish coltge and receive his degree.

Back in New York, Doyle quickly found work at Doubleday
Book Clubs first converting their machinery to a more
modern system anchén developing new machineryAs a
reward he was sent to Hanover, Pennsylvania, for 10 years!
Despite the unfamiliar surroundings, Doyle managed to
acclimate himself quite well. He found refuge in the arms of
another former Brooklynite, Doris Mowat, and married her.
Al t hough theybéve only been
will go out on a lmb and predict the match is going to work
out. The couple has two children, a boy and a girl.

When an opening became available at American Cyanamid,
Doyle moved to Connecticut with his family. He took on
various engineering roles with American Cyanamidhich

later became Davis and Geck. He sang in church choirs, but
never did any public singing until a friend brought him to a
Mad Hatters rehearsal 15
ever since.
Doyl edéds been in
no plans to leave.

Danbury Haor

Society Associate Program

The Barbershop Harmony Society is proud to annoumg¢e
brand-new classification for womenwho desire “insider'
status with one of the largest singing organizations in
world. The "Associate" program, wiei not "membershif)
grants official status to members of Sweet Adelines
International, Harmony Incorporated, as well as wiyes,
widows, relatives, girlfriends, female directors, and friends$ of
the Barbershop Harmony Society.

the

Join online now https://ebiz.barbershop.org
Or call: 800.876.SINE7464).

ma

yeal


https://ebiz.barbershop.org/

The Pr esi

By Bob Bradley

Summer is upon us and a lot of us will be
traveling this time of year.

A good thing to remember is that most of fhlaces you go

will have a barbershophapter nearby that will be very
welcoming.

The visits to other chapters give you a good idea of how the
society runs. It is interesting to see the way different choruses
rehearse and prepare for contegeract,etc.

Each direatr has a unique personality and each chorus runs
things in itsown way. You can dowo hours ofriser time, or
no risers at all.

Look on the internet before you go vacatiorand see who is
in the arean whichyou are going.

Chaptermembers are also aeaat sourceof information for
local restaurants and places to see while in the area.

The International contest is also upon us. | hope some
members catch the web castext year the International
contests will be in Philadelphiand | hope that the entire
chorus ad go. Mark the first weekfduly in your books now.

As soon as we get more informatjeve will pass it on to the
chorusmembers.

Remember the July ham County-H Fair on dily 25, at

5:15 PM. We have been doing tigig for many years and are
beginningto get on stagelose to wherthey have scheduled
us. In the early years we waited for close to an hour as they
ran later and later.

Best of the summer to all of you and remember to find
harmony no matter where you travel.

2009 Barbershop Harmony Society
Inter national Convention

Webcast Subscriptions

The official 2009 Barbershdgarmony Society
Webcast is taking subscriptions.

We look forward to a great webcast, and we hope
you enjoy your four days of harmony viewed from
the "Best Seat not In The House".

http://bhslive.com

dent JuseBdam dfi u

Directors Meeting
Minutes

Submitted by Robert Golenbock

Meeting called to order bgresident po tem Danny Anderson
at 6:08pm on June 2, 2009 at the Church of Christ

SECRETARYO® BT: RMDRo® to approve by Art
Roberts. Secordiby Fred BaranApproved.

TREASURERO®GS RV PeOdrvd@d: payment for the
Southbury Memorial Day Singout. We sent a donation for the
college quartet champions of the Northeastern District to go to
the inernational convention. Motion to approve report by
Fred Baran.Seconed by Bill Manion.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:We are expecting a large turnout
for next w e e kpgaple ibchuding thase BFom 8 0
other chapters and guests. Joe has a prognapared
Various members wil|l bring th

VP PUBLIC RELATIONS: Still nobody (sigh!).

MUSIC COMMITTEE: No meeting. Fred Baran has
developed a sigaop sheet for singouts. Joe requests that the
program be determined the week before and handed out
News about t h-eghe @dgram wilhstart odns

OLD BUSINESS: The Annual Show progress by Dick Zang:
Quarteti check; venué check; afterglow at Stony Hill Inh
check; ad form$ check; tickets check; script what script?

NEW BUSINESS: We are sponsoringwo kids for the
Harmony Xplosion camp in August at $190 each (already
approved). We are scheduled to sing for Flag Day at the Elks
Hall and at a ball game later this month. The name of our
annuals how i s fAMurderdo.in the Bar

MEMBERS PRESENT:C. Zlamany,D. Stoppel

OFFICERS PRESENT: D. Anderson, F. Baran, R.
Golenbock,J. Hopper,L. LaPlante,W. Manion, A. Roberts,
R. Walter. Bob Bradleywas absent due to a death in the
family.

Next meeting on July 6. Meeting adjourned @in7
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The Di

After a small hiatus, | am happy to weme back the letter of
themorth. Thi s mont hds |l etter is F
can have many different words attached

to it. However, for this month, it is
going to be FINISH.The full phrase is
FINISH EACH PHRASE WITH
ENERGY. This is a phrase we hear all

the time in bavershoping, but is
finishing ishard to do.

Why is that? It's because it causes us to think extra hard
before, during, and at the end of each phragéen singing
through a song, you need to take iriull breath before the
phrasenot expend too mucair during the phrasegndget rid

of all of the airat the end, without making the sound seem
forced.

How can | work on this?One very simple exercise works.
Take ina deepbreath thenexpend your airslowly with a
HISS sound. Make sure youretainenough for the air not to
die down at the end of théss Do that a few times, until each
time is the same.Then switch to a neutral vowel such as a
DOO or a DAH and sing through on that a few tim@hen
switch to words.

Do this on one ang at a time, and you will notice the
improvement.

The importance of quartets

A lot of people wondewhy we have quartets, chorusasd

VLQs in the Barbershop Harmony Societyhe reason | can
see is that the VLQs giveetho
to sing by themselvebut want the experience of a smaller
group to sing in a group smaller than a chorus, but larger than
a quartet. And the choruses give more men a chance to sing
this wonderful music we love.

However, the quartet is where it all g&l. The Barbershop
Harmony Society used to be known as the Society for the
Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop QUARTET
Singing in America.But, it is not only the preservation of the
guartet that makethe Societymportant.

A quartet, if done right, lmmes a family.A quartet, if done
right will give you the thrill of singing every timeA quartet

has fun singing, while working harder than anyone, as they are
just one persogingingeachpart.

My experienes with quartets have been fland challenging
at the same timeOne of my first quartets was with friends of
mine in high school (I was a baritone theiye were a mixed
guartet (male and female) Then | went to Western
ConnecticutState Universitywhere | met the men ofhe
Cutting Edge | had a korttime with them. Then | ¢eated an

By Joe Hudson

rector

unnamed quartevith each of us switching parts on each song.
Then was the experience ofConundrum Through
Conundrum | came to the Danbury Chapter, and was placed
in a quartet f or Oné &tepeHigherye 6 s
current gartetis The HatterTones

Each quartet had its own personalitfach quartet had its
benefits. And each has given me the thrill of singing the
music we love somuch§o, f i nd three ot he
have to sing the pathey do in the chorus either learn a
Polecat or two to start off, and haseme fun with your own
quartet

Bringing More Youth to Harmony

As a young man of 26 years old, | know the benefits of being a

member of the Barbershop Harmony Society at a young age.

However, the average agé @aur Society members is 20 plus

yearsmy age. So, as the new Youth in Harmony VP for the

NED, | have been thinking of how to correct tinend of the

agng of the Society.The following are my feelings/ideas.

1.) We canappeal to themusic educators out thre by
holding true to that which we areWe are first and
foremost, a Society built to help the advancement and
preservation of a style of music, the BARBERSHOP
STYLE! It is the only form of vocal music that is both a
capella and does not have the melaadythe top voice.

We are also a Society designed around the amateur singer.
We teach nommusiciansand musicians alike how to
blend with others in a section, as well as in the chorus as a
whole. We create independent singers through the use of
quartetingand learning CDs/Tapes.

2.) We can appeal to the high school students by giving them

s ean oppatuniydorb@ s peaval t g-euwssatnwmb i o @

shows, or just at regular rehearsalgll the while, that

would give a chorus at least FOUR youthful members
betweerthe ages of 18 18 years old.We can also give

them music that would help them become a part of a

growing Society with newer songs arranged in the

barbershop style. This can also help out thewsic
educatorsbecause now, without doing too much, they
hawe bettersingers to come out and siimgconcerts.

We can appal to the college students gimilar ways as

the high school student, with a fegifferencesof course

The college quartet contest is one heck of a grand

experience, with the opportunity to waashand sing all

over the country.

Dondét be t oMewanOi@entEesysung/neeh to

join the Society, but we

away. Have them listen for awhile, then teach them a tag.

That is what hooked me! (I was taught the bastpart to

fiSleepy Time Down SouthandfiP| e as e DMyn 0t

Daddy No More Win&) What this does is allows them to

hear chords, then experience the thrill of singing a- hair

raising tag!

5.) Sing songs they will know/enjoy.

3)

4)
a
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Harmony Extreme Camp

Harmony Extreme Camp is, in my opinion, ookthe best
things we ddor kids and their teachers inoktheastDistrict.

And whenl say "WE" that includes "YOU."You get the kids
interested in going to theamp, and you pay for theosts
involved. The District can't do this without youHarmony
Foundationdonates $50 per student, but you provide the bulk
of the funds for this programPlease talk with your chapter
president about how you and your chapter sapport this
worthwhile programby getting kids there, and by raising some
funds for it.

Thanksfrom this year's kids and the HX Camp Committee.

Walt Lane NED District President 2008009

Hello,

HX Camp will be at a new location this year Worcester
State CollegeAugust 69, 2009--a great facility!

New this year-- There will be a neday HX program for
young women orBaturday August 8.This program will be
coordinated in cooperation witharmony Inc., and will be an
exciting addition to the Camp!

All materials for HX Camp can be found at the NEW
WEBSITE www.nedyih.org

This site is under reonstruction, but is fully functionalThe
HX Camp flier, and registration forms can be downloaded.
The flier and registrationform for the young women's
program will also be there, soon.

Please help dethe word out to potential attendeeshigh
school studentsnusic educators, and college music education
majors. Remember that our HXrofessional Development
Program for the educators and musiication majors isvery
highly regarded.

All attendeesare fully scholar shippedand this program is run
by donationdrom chapters, quartets, and individuals, together
with a grant from Harmonyoundation. Please send chapter
donations as early as possible. An B¥holarship is $190 per
student/educator,nal we welcome donations of amymount.
Make donation checks payable to "NED" with "HX Camp"
written on thememo line and mail to:

Scott Domaratius, 50 Meriam Street, Wakefj@&bA, 01880

Standing Ovation Program team.

Just a note to announce an aduditto the staff at the Standing
Ovation Program teamNorm Mendenhall has accepted the
position of CeChairman of the NECSO Program. If Norm
contacts your chapter officers about having a review of your
performance, it will be official. Many of our chafers are now
producing wonderful shows and are stBking for reviews.
We ask you all to not give up on this prograwie will gladly
notify you if you no longer need us.

We thank the many chapters who have been faithful, as they
also thankus for thesuggestions and encouragemeWte also
encourage quartets to have their performances reviewvted.
can't hurt, and it may helpThe program also offers reviews

of video tapes and DVDs gferformances. Remember, all
requests for reviews must still comthrough me for
assignments.

Go for the Standing O,
J
oe Kopka, CeChairman, NED SOP

Treasurer Needed

The Nominating Slate for the NED for 2010 is almost set
except for the Treasurer position. The current Treasurer is
moving out of the District and thdoge cannotcontinue as
Treasurer.

The Society and NED by laws require that only NED District
"members" can serve on the Boatélyou are a Fank Thorne

or Associate membeunfortunately, youannotbe considered
for a position on the Board.

However,if you are confident that you have the qualifications,
please strongly consider this very important position on the
NED Board.

Serving on the Board is a great way to help keep thus great

hobby of ours a going concern for future NED
Barbershoppers.
Thanks

Leo Ouellette
Nominating Committee Chair

Continued on the next page
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Continued from the previous page

NED Shed

Now is the time to place your orders for Harmony College
Northeastern (HCNE) for Aug-8 at Worcester State College,
Worcester, MA.

Individuals, quartets, and chapter secretaries can place orders
for anything that Harmony Marketplace sellges that does
include music.

When placing order please include the following:

Item Number

ltem Name fiChef® Art Roberts and Danny Anderson at the Mad Hafters
Quantity Inter-chapter Night. Picture by John &dley

Your Name

Your phone number
Your emal address

The NED SHED does this for our NED Membeststheydon't
have to pay for the shippingPlease place all orders by the
end of June 30th.

Scott Salladin
NED SHED Chairman
LKahuna@hvc.rr.com

ThankYou Northeast District

Hello fellow members of the NED. Please forgive my
tardiness in sending this message duneantto do this a few
weeks ago, but it has been a very busy month for me.

On behalf of the members of Blend Tech, your representatves Renee Sil verstein getthormsg t he
in thisyeas International Collegiate Quartet Contest, | would Picture by Robert Golenbock

like to extendour heartfelt thanks to all of youYou, the

members of the Nordast District, have shown us such great

support, emotionally anéinancially. We greatly appreciate

all of the kind words, the helpfidleas, coaching and the many

donations that were given to help make trip possible for us.

We are very much looking forward tepresenting the NED
on Saturday morning in AnaheimPlease watch usn the
webcast if you won'be in Anaheim yourselvesWe think
wedre going to put on a pretty good showe are performing
second in thecompetition which will be around 8:20 AM
Pacific time/11:20 AMEastern time.

We're looking forward to seeing any of you who will ime
Anaheim Again, thank you all for your continuesupport.
Takecare, all!

Drew Wheaton
Lead- Blend Tech
Lead- Kentucky Vocal Union

Tenor- Island City Chorus Group shof Inter-chapter night.

Picture by Robert Golenbock
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