
- 1 - 

 
Newsletter of the Danbury Chapter, Yankee Division, Northeastern District of the Barbershop Harmony Society 

Meeting every Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. at Church of Christ, 90 Clapboard Ridge Road, Danbury, Connecticut 

 

Volume 16 Number 6                                    www.madhatterchorus.org                                         June 2009 

Birthday Bash For Don Sutherland 
 

By John Bradley 

 

Danbury, CT – On Tuesday evening. April 29, the Danbury 

Mad Hatter Barbershop Chorus devoted the second half of its 

regular Tuesday night meeting to thank assistant director Don 

Sutherland for 52 years of barbershopping on his 80
th

 birthday. 

 

“At one point,” Bill Manion said, “when Don and I were co-

directors, I calculated we had over 148 years of service 

between us.” 

 

The chorus began the festivities by breaking into two groups 

and singing Don’s two “favorite” songs. “Sh-Boom,” and 

“Breaking Up Is Hard To Do” simultaneously.  Then Don 

directed the combined chorus in “You Must Have Been a 

Beautiful Baby” and “I’ll Be Seeing You.”  The rest of the 

evening was devoted to quartet singing and a special version 

of “If I Had My Way,” rewritten by Terry Dunkle.. 

 

“Don was the first person to come up and shake my hand 

when I joined the chorus, said music director, Joe Hudson. 

“I’ll always remember that.” 

 

 
 

Don Sutherland cutting the cake at his birthday celebration 

Picture by John Bradley 

Mad Hatters Mark  

Memorial Day 
 

By John Bradley 

 

Southbury, CT.  The Danbury Mad Hatter Barbershop 

Chorus joined dozens of Southbury residents in remembering 

America’s veterans and welcoming the arrival of the summer 

season, during the town’s annual Memorial Day family picnic 

at Ballantine Park, sponsored by the Southbury Parks and 

Recreation Department. 

 

The chorus, numbering 20 strong, led off the May 25
th

 

festivities at about 12:45 PM, following a brief search for an 

extension cord and the on switch for the speakers. 

 

The chorus led off with its powerful rendition of the “Star 

Spangled Banner,” followed by its regular repertoire of 

traditional barbershop songs, show tunes, two doo-wop 

numbers and a package of patriotic songs. 

 

“We even made the key change on “Million Dollar Baby,” 

said music director, Joe Hudson, after the almost 90-minute 

performance. 

 

“The weather could not have been better,” said tenor, Augie 

D’Aureli. “Sunny and cool following showers overnight.” 

 

The picnic’s other entertainment included three bands, moon 

walks and face painting.  Refreshments included hot dogs, 

burgers and drinks sold by Boy Scout Troop 1607, along with 

cotton candy and snow cones sold by the local Women’s Club.  

The Girl Scouts sold water and Cub Scout Pack 61 had a Bake 

Sale For America. 

 

Even a local tree contractor joined the festivities by removing 

a felled tree at the southern end of the park, but that did not 

seem planned. 

 

“It was a very nice family day,” said chorus president, Bob 

Bradley.  “Thanks to Charlie Rosa for making this 

performance possible for us.” 

 

Charlie Rosa, a Mad Hatter bass, is also chairman of the 

Southbury Parks and Recreation Commission. 

http://www.madhatterchorus.org/
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Thoughts on Membership 
 

Men of Note:  What is Their Secret? 
 

By Danny Anderson 

 

It was my pleasure to present Jim Hopper with his seventh 

Man of Note tie tack.  He is doing his part to aid in the growth 

of our hobby.  However, I believe that Bill Manion is still the 

leader in recruits. 

 

Jim’s success in bringing new members into our chorus comes 

simply from asking men he knows to come and see, then 

spend an evening with the barbershop group.  Most of his 

recruits have come from people he knows from church.   

 

Bill has been successful at recruiting new members from the 

different men’s clubs of which he is a member. 

 

We all have men that we associate with who are potential new 

members.  They could be family members, business 

associates, men we meet at social events - the list goes on 

forever. 

 

What is it that keeps us from telling others about our singing 

hobby?  Are we ashamed of the group?  Are we afraid of 

being rejected?  Do we think that it is “not my job”?  I have 

found that when I tell people about singing Barbershop they 

have an immediate interest and want to know more about it.  

The next thing out of their mouths is that “I don’t sing that 

well,” or “I don’t read music,” or “don’t have the time.” 

 

I am sure that both Jim and Bill have heard the same from 

people they have talked with about singing Barbershop.  So 

what is their secret?  I believe it is that they continue to ask 

until the prospect comes to a meeting.   

 

After all, I got HOOKED.  I came three times and have been 

active since. 

 

I encourage you ALL to commit to bringing one prospect to 

our meetings over the next year.  If we do that, we should pick 

up 10 to 15 new members.  Then, you too can become a “Man 

of Note.” 

Attracting Youth is Crucial 
 

By Dr. Robert Golenbock 

 

On Monday evening, May 4, I saw a glimpse of the two 

diverging possible futures of the Barbershop Harmony 

Society.   

 

The Mad Hatter quartet, Rare Occasion, attended the inter-

chapter night held by the Manchester, CT, Silk City Chorus.  I 

saw a wonderful infusion of youth, yet I was also reminded 

that just as many of our choruses are aging to the point that 

they will slowly disappear completely,  

 

Some choruses have it right -- they have been able to attract 

and retain younger guys, and it shows in the spirit and polish 

of their presentations.  You can see it with Danbury, the 

energy of our young director has worn off on our members of 

all ages, even our War of 1812 veteran. 

 

Our Barbershop Society as a whole could, eventually, suffer 

from a deficiency of younger members to the point where 

many choruses can no longer support themselves, let alone the 

activities of the elite groups that get most of the publicity.   

 

Is this our future?  Or is our future a surge of membership 

from younger men who realize their lives are infinitely better 

off from the inclusion of barbershop activities?   

 

I'm really rooting for the latter.  The younger guys who got up 

and sang at Manchester made me realize that there's hope out 

there.   

 

But we can't go about our business the same old way and hope 

that the cavalry will arrive.  So even though the potential new 

members I spoke to last week, who promised to show up at the 

last meeting, never did arrive, I'm going to keep calling them 

until they do.   

 

How about the rest of you? 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Don Sutherland being serenaded by Rare Occasion  Don directing the chorus during his birthday bash 

Pictures by John Bradley 
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Quartet Corner 

 

News from our chorus quartets 

 

Rare Occasion - by Fred Baran 

 

Manchester Inter-Chapter Night 

 

On Monday evening, May 4, Rare Occasion traveled up to 

Manchester Connecticut where the Manchester Chapter held a 

Yankee Division Inter-Chapter Open House.  The meeting was 

held at the Second Congregational Church in Manchester, and 

about 125 barbershopers from 7 different chapters were in 

attendance and enjoyed a great night of singing and inter-

chapter fellowship. 

 

Bob Lazure from Manchester was the principle organizer, and 

many other members contributed their time and effort to make 

this an enjoyable evening. 

 

The Chapters represented included Manchester, Norwich, 

Hartford, Central Connecticut, Springfield, Bridgeport, and 

Rare Occasion representing Danbury. 

 

It was fortunate that we attended, as the Manchester Chapter 

announced the Inter-Chapter Meeting to be held in Danbury in 

early June and urged as many members as possible to attend. 

 

The singing began about 7:15 PM and lasted to 10 PM, at 

which time pizza and soda were served.  We ran into an old 

acquaintance, Ron Keith, a former Mad Hatter who now sings 

with Manchester.  We also sang with many other Yankee 

Division friends from over the years. 

 

 
 

Jim Hopper from Danbury and Ron Keith, former Mad Hatter 

now singing with Manchester.  Picture by Robert Golenbock 

 

 

The program consisted of songs from quartets, VLQs (Very 

Large Quartets), several chapters with a large number of 

attendees, plus the entire group singing Barber Pole Cats, 

directed by the several chorus directors in attendance.  

Rare Occasion sang two of our newer songs, “Lone Prairie” 

and “Swing Down Chariot” and, judging from the audience 

applause, they were a hit.  We also had a chance to meet and 

talk with Alan Lamson, the new executive vice-president of 

the Barbershop Harmony Society and, within two years, the 

projected next President of the BHS.  Alan joined Rare 

Occasion as a baritone in singing “Always.”   

 

As one of the speakers commented, it is not often that chapters 

can get together and sing and compare notes, as this type of 

meeting allows, and we need to do it more often.  While we 

may see other chapters at competitions, we generally don't 

have the time or opportunity to communicate and intermingle, 

being caught up in the acts of competing. 

 

Bill Manion Hospitalized 

 

On May 7th, our bass ,Bill Manion, successfully underwent a 

triple by-pass heart surgery at Danbury Hospital, and was 

expected to be released from the Hospital on May 11th.   

 

We wish Bill a speedy recovery so that we can get back 

together singing 

 

Paul Just Visits 

 

Our original lead, Paul Just, stopped by our meeting on May 5 

and we had an opportunity to sing a song together with him.  

Paul and Janet were on their way up from Florida to their 

summer home in Maine.   

 

I will also be heading up to Maine on May 13
th

 for my 35th 

consecutive spring fishing trip for Land-Locked Salmon at 

Grand Lake Stream.  

 

 
 

Inter-Chapter night with the Manchester Silk City Chorus 

Picture by Robert Golenbock 
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Stories About Songs 

 

By Fred Baran 

 

Leaving on a Jet Plane - Words and 

music by John Denver 

 

While growing up in Tucson, Arizona, John Denver initially 

fell under the spell of Elvis Presley.  But he soon shifted from 

rock to folk music, and in 1965 he replaced Chad Mitchell, the 

leader of the Chad Mitchell Trio, when Mitchell decided to 

shift his focus from singing to acting.  For the three years that 

he was with The Mitchell Trio as it became known, Denver 

not only sang with the group but composed songs as well.  

"Leaving on a Jet Plane" was the last song he wrote before 

leaving the trio to branch out on his own as a singer.  Peter, 

Paul and Mary made a million-selling recording of it in 1969 

that helped to focus the spotlight on Denver's emerging 

talents. 

 

I Don't Want to Set the World on Fire - Words and Music 

by Eddie Seiler, Sol Marcus, Bennie Benjamin and Eddie 

Durham 

 

Bennie Benjamin, one of the four writers of "I Don't Want to 

Set the World on Fire," conceived the song as a lively up-

tempo number when it was written in 1940.  At about the same 

time, Harlan Leonard's Kansas City Rockets seemed to be 

filling the void left by Count Basie after the Basie Band 

departed the green plains around Kansas City for the greener 

pastures of New York. The Rockets recorded the song in 

1940, giving it all their customary exuberance, but both the 

record and the song flopped.  For a while it seemed that this 

musical spitfire would go nowhere.  Then The Ink Spots came 

into the picture.  First, they slowed down the tempo.  Next, 

they recorded it in 1941, employing their magical style and 

gentle, laid-back touch.  Much to Bennie Benjamin's pleasant 

surprise, the ballad tempo hit the nail on the head and the song 

became a classic.  

 

Another Benjamin  hit of this period was "When the Lights Go 

On Again All Over the World."  He later teamed up with 

George David Weiss to form one of the hottest collaborations 

of the late 1940's, producing such winners as "Rumors Are 

Flying" and "I Don't See Me in Your Eyes Anymore." 

 

Shine On, Harvest Moon - Words and Music by Nora Bayes 

and Jack Norworth 

 

"Shine On, Harvest Moon," probably the song most often sung 

by folks sitting around the fireside, was written by the 

vaudeville team of Nora Bayes  and her husband, Jack 

Norworth, in 1908.  Later that year, the highly temperamental 

Miss Bayes interpolated the song in the Ziegfield Follies, and 

it remained closely linked to her for the rest of her career. 

Ironically, although they insisted upon being billed as "The 

Stage's Happiest Couple," Mr. and Mrs. Norworth didn't 

remain happy for long and were divorced in 1913. According 

to Edgar Leslie, the last line of "Shine On, Harvest Moon" 

gave him the idea for his own famous song, "For Me and My 

Gal." 

 

The Presidentôs 

Podium 
 

By Bob Bradley 

 

The average age in the society is 72 - an 

interesting statistic to be sure.  And not 

only is our society’s membership getting older, but there are 

fewer and fewer of us. 

 

One of the reasons we lose members in the Northeastern 

District is that they retire and head to sunnier climes to sing 

out their remaining years.  That leaves us left here to find 

members who are below the retirement age.    

 

Looking at Danbury, we have no more founding members.   

We started in 1966 and had at one time over 70 on stage. 

 

The world has changed around us.  People do not join 

organizations anymore.  We isolate ourselves.  With all of the 

time saving devices that we have, we have no time.  

 

The commitment to sing does take some of this rare 

commodity of time from our lives but adds to our lives in 

many other ways.  At our last rehearsal, I remember the fun of 

hearing chords ring, the laughter at stupid jokes, etc. 

 

The world is a hard place.  I read two newspapers a day and a 

few magazines a week.  The world depresses me.  I have a 

friend who is a college professor, and we’ve worked out our 

theory that the engines of history are greed and stupidity.  We 

have yet not to make a connection. 

 

It is the depressing world that makes singing so important to 

our lives.  For a few hours a week we escape from bigotry, 

war, greed, and whatever else makes our short time here on 

earth a challenge.   

 

When singing a seventh chord, we forget that someone in a 

large mansion is enjoying our 401k, which was taken by their 

multi-million dollar salary that was paid to destroy not only 

our economy, but their companies.     

 

On a brighter note, at this writing, Mad Hatter Hall of Famer 

Bill Manion seems to be doing nicely after bypass surgery and 

should be with us for a short time before he too heads south. 

  

Those who attended the Manchester guest night had a great 

time as reported back to us.  At the last minute, I was asked to 

play in a golf outing and missed the evening.  It’s hard to 

choose between singing and golf. 

  

Mark your schedule for Harmony College - NOW 

  

Congratulations to Joe Hudson, the new VP for Youth in 

Harmony of the Northeast District.  Both are two things we all 

really need:  youth and harmony. 

 

I know I feel more youthful when I harmonize. 
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Emails to the Editors 
 

 

 

Please e-mail your questions and comments to either the Hatter editor, John Bradley, at jbrad1313@earthlink.net, or the Chatter 

editor, Dick Zang, at jezang@charter.net.  If your e-mail appears, you will receive an autographed picture of our 2007 Yankee 

Division Bulletin Editors Award 

 

To the Editors: 

 

We're continuing to enjoy the best barbershop newsletter in 

the US - keep up the great work on the Hatter Chatter. 

 

Just wanted to let you know about a reunion of some of your 

old singing buddies in Florida this winter.  Mario Merolle 

(now living in Myrtle Beach, SC), Bob Stewart (now living in 

Punta Gorda, FL) and I (now in Point Pleasant Beach, NJ) 

sang together for the first time in too many years.   

 

Bob and Mario visited us at the house we were renting in 

Siesta Key, and we had a sensational day of reminiscing and 

singing.  We were missing a tenor, so we called Jack Cramer 

(former Mad Hatter President and tenor) in San Diego and 

tried singing with the squawk box.   

 

It was great hooking up with Jack and talking about the 

wonderful years in the Mad Hatters - but the speakerphone 

didn't quite make it so we went back to barbershop trios. 

 

What a blast.  After a few minutes of feeling our way, we 

started belting out songs one after the other and at times we 

could actually hear the tenor part.  There is nothing quite like 

solid a capella harmony. 

 

I forgot what a thrill it is to belt out chords, and I definitely got 

a case of chicken skin. I knew we were doing OK when 

Mario’s wife Donna and my better half Chris (two serious 

barbershop critics) said we sounded great.   

 

One interesting footnote.  Since Bob is now singing with a 

very good professional oldies group (five vocalists and five 

instrumentalists) and performing in all sorts of shows, I 

thought that this probably wasn't anything special for him.  He 

disagreed and claimed that our afternoon of tight barbershop 

harmony was very different from accompanied singing and 

indeed very special.  I can't wait to try it again with all four 

parts. 

 

Thanks for keeping us on distribution for the Hatter Chatter 

and give our best to the group. 

 

Len Carlson 

 

Bob Stewart, lead, Mario, bari, and Len, bass, were among 

the best voices in the chapter in the 70's and 80's.  Mario later 

moved to New Jersey and started a new chorus (see last 

monthôs ñHatter Chatterò).  Mario and Stewart had been doo-

woppers and Stewart is back at it.  

 

 

 
 

Mario Merolle, Bob Stewart and Len Carlson 

 

To the Editors: 

 

Re Jack Cramer's photo of the Madhatters' TV appearance 

back when (see last month’s Hatter Chatter).  I can embellish 

the story since I'm the one who arranged it as public relations 

VP.  Bob Smith was president.  I'm not sure about the date but 

it was more in the late 70's than the early 80's, probably 1978 

or 79.   

 

Bill Lee, the show's moderator on Channel 8, was engaged to 

my cousin then, so when he heard about barbershopping as an 

original American art form, he asked us to come on.  Our 

quartets and the chorus performed on the half hour show.   

 

I tried to have a video company record the show on Betamax 

tape, but they had a glitch and it didn't happen.  Not that 

important since Betamax soon went out of use in favor of 

VHS.  I'm glad to see some pictorial record remains in Jack's 

photo.  

 

I'm singing with Bridgeport now since I live in Milford, but I 

still love reading about the Mad Hatters in your great online 

Hatter Chatter. That was great reading about Merolle, 

Carlson, and Stewart getting together since they were all there 

in my era with the group.  Yours in song, 

 

Bill McDonald 

 

Continued on the next page 

mailto:Jbrad1313@earthlink.net
mailto:jezang@charter.net
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May Board of 

Directors Meeting 

Minutes 
 

Submitted by Robert Golenbock 
 

Meeting called to order by Fearless Leader and peripatetic 

Yankee Division Manager Bob Bradley at 6:10 PM on May 5, 

2009 at the Church of Christ. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT was presumably ignored the first 

time it was seen in the Hatter Chatter and dismissed as 

irrelevant by an overwhelming majority. (I abstained.) 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  There’s still money.  Motion to 

approve by R. Golenbock, seconded by F. Baran.  Approved. 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  We learned that we are actually 

doing better than the Keene, New Hampshire, chorus, which 

in spite of a very aggressive program of recruitment and 

retention, lost an enormous number of members.   

 

VP PUBLIC RELATIONS:  We sure would like to have a VP 

of Public Relations.   

 

MUSIC COMMITTEE:  We will be involved in the new 

Singing A’s program and will be meeting with a coach soon.  

We are planning a “Quartet/VLQ Night” where we break up 

into small groups to sing our repertoire, our “keep alive” 

songs, and anything else that strikes our fancy (even “Coney 

Island Baby” (Real Chemistry’s quartet/VLQ night song), I 

suppose, but not “Fortune in Dreams”).  Two new songs have 

been ordered. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  The script for the show is being written 

using a Ouija board and strong hallucinogens.  The by-laws, 

which were revised but never distributed, will be handed out 

soon (mostly electronically to save paper). 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  We are working on our picnic in June.  Joe 

will send out e-mails to other choruses.  Danny will be in 

charge of food and the grills.  Lyle has soda.  Joe is also 

setting up a program that will give everyone a chance to sing. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  D. Stoppel 

 

OFFICERS PRESENT: J. Hudson ex-officio, F. Baran, R. 

Bradley, D. Anderson, L. LaPlante, A. Roberts, R. Walter, W. 

Manion, J. Hopper, R. Golenbock 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:34 PM. Motion by R. Golenbock, 

seconded by R. Bradley.  Approved.  Next meeting on June 2.    
 

 

Emails to the Editors 
 

Continued from the following page 

 

Is it possible to keep singing if you're a smoker?  

Gary from Gaylordsville 

 

Yes, Gary, you can still sing successfully and smoke.  When I 

was much younger, I even managed to jog a bunch of miles a 

day while still smoking.  However, you must be aware that 

smoking has certain effects on your body which will affect 

your singing: 

 

Smoke burns the cilia that line the airways to your lungs.  

These cilia protect the surface they line from infection.  In 

addition, without these cilia lining your airways, you will 

likely begin to experience a retention of fluid in your lungs 

because the mucus created in your nose and elsewhere will 

continually slide down your windpipe. 

 

You will find yourself short of breath, not only because of fluid 

in your lungs, but because the smoke burns, turns black, and 

destroys your alveoli, the air sacs in your lungs.  Less of them 

means less air, the exact thing you need to have to sing.  

 

Nicotine and other things are, after all, drugs and may affect 

your mental state, making you unable to convey the emotion or 

feeling you are trying to get across.  And of course, smoking 

could eventually kill you, which would put a major damper on 

your singing career. 

 

 

Craft Notes 

 

How do I sing more loudly?  
I’ve been told I have a good voice, 

but people always tell they can’t 

hear me. 

 

Trying to "push" your voice to be loud is counterproductive. 

The best way to achieve more volume is to learn to sing with 

forward placement (sometimes called "the mask" or 

"masque").  

 

The results won't happen overnight, so be patient.  It usually 

takes months to truly master this part of technique.   

 

To find what forward placement is, hum until you feel your 

front teeth and/or lips vibrate.  Once you have that buzz, take 

note of the sensations in your mouth.  Then, go directly from 

humming to singing vowels: "Hmmmmmeeeee. 

Hmmmmmaaaay. Hmmmmmoooo, etc.  

 

Again, take note of those sensations and try to duplicate them 

when you sing a song.  Some people feel very subtle 

vibrations, while others feel the vibrations intensely.  Singing 

with forward placement should never sound nasally or thin. 
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   Society and District Notes    
 

Singing Aôs 
 

Several months ago, the Singing A's team began retraining 

existing coaches and bringing new coaches on board. Last 

weekend we completed the first round of training and now 

have 24 men ready to begin helping quartets and choruses to 

sing and perform better. 

 

The basis of the training program was to introduce a new 

curriculum to Singing A's.  When we meet with your quartet 

or chorus, we will be instructing you on how to build an 

ensemble, the very essence of what we do in our 

hobby...ensemble singing.  We will still be paying very close 

attention to basic skills like posture and breathing and vowel 

placement as these are the building blocks for great singing, 

but are now adding another dimension...what am I as a singer 

supposed to be doing when my ensemble sings?  "Ensemble" 

means "together" so the difference in what you likely have 

been doing and what we want to teach you to do is this simple. 

We want you to learn to "sing together" rather than "sing at 

the same time." There is a huge difference! 

 

In earlier postings, we mentioned that another goal of the 

Singing A's program is to change the coaching culture in 

NED.  Up until now, quartets and choruses sought out 

coaching either just prior to a contest or whenever a school 

(HCNE) offered it.  That has never worked for long term 

growth.  To correct that, we are asking (not suggesting!) that, 

when you seek coaching, we develop a six-month program 

with you.  That means we would set up a schedule where we 

meet with the group once a month for six months.  Only then 

can you receive the consistency necessary for real growth.  

And the time to start this relationship is NOW!  For quartets 

and choruses who qualified for district, your training will take 

you right up to that contest.  For the rest of you, it will be 

preparation for the next contest cycle next spring.  Seeing a 

coach once a month will keep your ensemble from backsliding 

and make the growth permanent. 

 

You're probably asking what this will cost you.  Let's start 

with quartets.  If the quartet can go to the coach, it will be 

free!  If the coach must come to the quartet, he will charge you 

for his expenses to make the trip.  If there is a distance 

involved and you meet halfway, the coach should receive 

expense 

 

Obviously choruses will not have the "free" option, so you can 

plan on paying the expenses of the coach if he meets with you 

on your regular chorus night (preferred).  If chorus coaching 

must go to a weekend because of either chorus desire or other 

conflicts, the coach may charge a fee because he will be 

giving up a weekend.  

 

That also holds for any quartet who would like an all day 

weekend session. 

 

So let's get the ball rolling! We have 24 coaches chomping at 

the bit to get out there and help you.  When we made our first 

announcements back in January we had several immediate 

requests for coaching.  We were very pleased with that 

response but didn't have the coaches in place to send out.  

Now we're ready! 

 

If you want to begin a six-month coaching relationship, please 

contact me (jamesdodge@comcast.net) and I'll send your 

request out to the divisional HEP (Harmony Education 

Program) team.  Please include the chapter or quartet name, 

your rehearsal night, place, and time and the contact person 

and all his contact information.  For all of you who have 

already asked, please help this elderly gentleman avoid any 

senior moments by making a new request with the above info. 

 

Thanks for your continued support of the A's program. Let's 

get together and raise the level of every ensemble in NED. 

 

Onward and Upward! 

Jim 

 

 

Harmony College Northeast 
 

Wow, is Harmony College Northeast going to be exciting this 

year - a new location, great faculty, new courses and a 

fantastic Saturday night show to top it all off! 

HCNE will take place August 7-9, 2009 at Worcester State 

College.  WSC will be a great facility for us.  The campus is 

very compact - the dorm to the cafeteria/student center 

building is less than a two minute walk, and from the student 

center to the classroom building is also less than two minutes.  

The dorms are all suites with a lounge area and separate 

bedrooms, and each suite has its own bathroom(s).  The food 

service is fantastic.  And here's the best part - the dorms for 

HCNE and all the classrooms are AIR-CONDITIONED.  

WSC is just minutes off of I-290 in Worcester, which is very 

conveniently accessed from I-90 (the Mass Pike) or from 

Route 2 via I-190/290. Of course, there are also many 

alternate routes in and out of Worcester. 

We have a couple of exciting guest quartets lined up to be on 

our faculty and to star on our Saturday Night Show. The first 

is Bigtime! You may never have heard of them, but you will.  

Continued on the next page 

mailto:jamesdodge%40comcast.net
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Society and District Notes 

Continued from the previous page 

Bigtime! is the previous Reveille with a new Bass singer, and 

they have already qualified for International this summer.  

And in the quartet is a certified judge in each of the three 

scoring categories and a career music educator.  The second 

quartet is an AIC all-star quartet that you've never heard of - 

Gotcha-Tones.  This quartet is the Bass (Jim Kline), Bari 

(Alan Gordon) and Lead (Chris Vaughn) of Gotcha!, with a 

special guest tenor - the legendary Gene Cokecroft of The 

Suntones!  This is a one-time-only performance that you won't 

want to miss. 

And, of course, the Saturday Night Show will also feature the 

choruses and quartets from the Harmony eXtreme camp as 

well - and for the first time in NED, there will be a girls camp 

as well as a boys camp.  Again, this is a not-to-be-missed 

opportunity. 

So mark the dates on your calendars, talk it up, pass this 

message to your chapters and spread the word - this year's 

HCNE will be the greatest ever!  We are still working out the 

pricing and details of the course offerings, so keep checking 

back on the NED website.  I will announce when the 

registration forms are available. 

Hope to see you there! 

In harmony,  

Jim Coates 

NED VP-Music & Performance 

 

 

Generations Perform 
 

On Wednesday, May 6th, 2009, Generations, a Barbershop 

Quartet from the Providence and New Bedford Chapters, sang 

for Rhode Island Governor Don Carcieri and a room filled 

with Centenarians at the Governors Annual Brunch for RI 

Citizens who are 100 years or older. 

Here is the link to the video taken by the Providence Journal. 

_http://www.projo.com/video/?nvid=358972&shu=1_  

Generations" 

Steve Isherwood, Bill White, Gil Corte and Ellis Strange 

 

 

 

 

To all members of the Yankee 

Division of the Northeast District 
 
The Danbury Mad Hatter Barbershop Chorus 

Invites you to The 1st Annual Danbury BBS BBQ 

Inter-chapter Event. 

 

Tuesday June 9, 2009 7:00 pm at the Church of 

Christ  

 

90 Clapboard Ridge Rd. Danbury, CT 06810 

 

Please RSVP by June 2, 2009 so we know how 

much to cook! 

 

SVP to danburybbs@yahoo.com 

 

COME, MEET, EAT, SING!! 
 

 

 

On Sunday, May 31, the 

Poughkeepsie Newyorkers Chorus 

will present their annual show, at 

2:00 PM and 7:00 PM  
 

Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center, 12 Vassar Street, 

Poughkeepsie, NY.  

 

Some special things about this event:  

 

We will be celebrating the city of Poughkeepsie, 

rich with history, honoring the 400 year anniversary 

of Henry Hudson's voyage on the Hudson River.  

 

The show will be held in the intimate setting of a 

theater that has been the showcase for music, dance, 

drama, film, science lectures and live theater for 

132 years.  

 

The show will featuring Swing Shift, the 2009 

Yankee Division Champs, Retrofit, 2009 Novice 

Quartet Champs. 

 

Seating is limited. All tickets are $15.00. Come and 

enjoy. 
 

http://www.projo.com/video/?nvid=358972&shu=1_
mailto:danburybbs%40yahoo.com
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Ye Olde Joke Boarde  
 

Submitted by the Unknown Barbershopper 

 

A physician, a civil engineer, and a computer scientist, who is 

also a barbershop baritone, were arguing about what was the 

oldest profession in the world.  

The physician remarked, "Well, in the Bible, it says that God 

created Eve from a rib taken out of Adam.  This clearly 

required surgery, and so I can rightly claim that mine is the 

oldest profession in the world."  

The civil engineer interrupted, and said, "But even earlier in 

the book of Genesis, it states that God created the order of the 

heavens and the earth from out of the chaos.  This was the first 

and certainly the most spectacular application of civil 

engineering.  Therefore, fair doctor, you are wrong: mine is 

the oldest profession in the world."  

The computer scientist/baritone leaned back in his chair, 

smiled, and then said confidently, "Ah, but who do you think 

created the chaos?"  

 

. . . 
 

 

Geological engineers recently surveyed some property in New 

England and found that in a certain area, the New Hampshire 

and Maine border must be changed.  

 

They stopped to inform a farmer, who is a barbershop 

baritone, that he was no longer in Maine, but now in New 

Hampshire.  

 

After a long pause, the baritone grunted and said, "That's 

good. I couldn't take another one of those Maine winters." 

 

. . . 
 

 

A carrot crosses the road and is hit by a car.  He is rushed to 

the hospital, where he goes through hours of surgery.  After 

surgery, his best friend, a barbershop baritone, comes into the 

carrot’s room and says "Well, I've got good news and bad 

news." 

 

The carrot says, "Give me the good news first." 

 

The baritone says, "The good news is you’re gonna live." 

 

"And the bad news?" asks the carrot. 

 

"The bad news is you’re gonna be a vegetable for the rest of 

your life" 

Barbershop Quartet or Race Horse? 
 

Is the name in the left column a barbershop quartet or a race 

horse?  Check the column you think is correct.  Answers are 

on the last page of this bulletin. 

 

 

Name Quartet Race Horse 
A Little Off The 

Top 

  

Against All Odds   

Whole Lotta Wos   

Back in Town   

Main Intent   

Bullseye   

Best of Times 
  

Forego   

Destiny!   

Unbridled's Song   

High Voltage   

Razor's Edge   

Omaha   

Spindrift   

Washashore   

Spectacular Bid   

Whirlaway   

Reams of Verse   
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June Rehearsal Schedule 
 

Submitted by Lyle LaPlante 

 

Here’s the plan for our June meetings.  The inter-chapter meeting is scheduled for June 9.  A cook-out is 

planned, and several other chapters will be invited. Volunteers will be needed for cooking and refreshment 

purchase, prep and serving.  As mentioned earlier, sometime in June we hope to have a formal coaching 

night in which an outside coach will work with the chorus for the entire evening to improve our performance skills.  The scheduled 

programs will be moved to the following weeks. 

 

June 2nd
 

 6:00 Board Meeting 

 7:30 Warmups, Craft and Tags 

 8:00 Continue work on “I’m Always Chasing 

   Rainbows” 

 8:30 Break – DVD Viewing 

 8: 45 Administration including plans for next week’s 

   bash 

 9:00 Polecatting  Let’s try to learn a few without the  

   music, so we can sing with the guys next week 

 9:20 Final polishing of the three new songs – no  

   sheet music!! 

 9:35 Repertoire B 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

June 9
th

 – 

Inter-chapter Bash, program to be determined 

 

June 16
th

   

Singout at Meadow Ridge Apartments – No  

    Chapter Meeting 

 

 

June 23rd 

 6:45 Music Committee (If no meeting, Voice  

   Coaching will begin at 6:00.            

7:30 Warmups Craft and Tags 

8:00 Continue work on “Chasing Rainbows”  

8:30 Break (DVD viewing) 

 8:45 Administration 

 8:55 Dueling Choruses 

 9:15 Repertoire C  

 9:45 Pickup quartets (or sextets) on a Repertoire C  

  song 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

June 30th 

6:00 Voice Coaching 

 7:30 Warmups Craft and Tags 

 8:00 Continue work on “Chasing Rainbows” 

 8:30 Break - socializing 

 8:45 Administration 

 9:00 Polecatting on “Sweet Roses of Morn” – learn 

   you part at home! 

 9:15 Chorus coaching on “Glocca Morra” 

 9:35 Repertoire D 

 10:00 KTWWS  

 

 

Current Repertoire 

 
 

Group A 

 Always 

 I Believe 

 I Feel a Song Coming On 

 Thanks for the Memory 

 You Make Me Feel So 

   Young 

 

Group B  

 Cabaret 

 God Bless America 

 I’ll Be Seeing You 

 I’m Sitting on Top of the  

    World 

 I Found a Million Dollar 

   Baby 

If You Leave Me, Can I  

  Come Too? 

 

Group C 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Old St Louie 

 Sh-Boom 

 The Star Spangled Banner 

 How Are Things in Glocca 

   Morra 

 

Group D 

 Amazing Grace 

 Over the Rainbow 

 Please Mr Columbus 

 What’ll I Do? 

She Offered Her Honor, He  

   Honored Her Offer, and All  

   Through the Night it Was   

   Honor and Offer 

Group E 

 America the Beautiful 

 Don’t Blame Me 

 Heart 

 Let There Be Peace on Earth 

 There is Nothing Like a 

   Dame 

 

In progress 

 Breaking Up Is Hard To Do 

 Why Forgive & Forget  

    (When You Can Remember  

    & Blame?) 

 

Coming next 

 I’m Always Chasing  

    Rainbows 
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The Danbury, CT Chapter SPEBSQSA 
PO Box 5149 

Brookfield, CT 06804-5149 

 

President:    Robert Bradley  

Musical Director:   Joseph Hudson  

Assistant Director:   Jim Hopper  

Assistant Director:   Don Sutherland  

Assistant Director:   Bill Manion  

Membership VP:   Danny Anderson  

Public Relations VP:   Vacant  

Music VP:    Jim Hopper  

Secretary:    Robert Golenbock  

Treasurer:    Dick Walter  

Member at Large:   Fred Baran  

Member at Large:   Art Roberts  

Member at Large:   Bill Manion  

Program Committee 

 Chairman  Lyle LaPlante 

Uniform Chairman:   Joseph Hudson  

Harmony Foundation  

Chairman:   Danny Anderson  

Music Librarian:   Chuck Kreiger  

Sunshine Chairman:   Don Smith 

Package Show Chairman:  Dick Walter  

Chorus Manager:   Robert Golenbock  

 

The Hatter Chatter 
 

John Bradley, Hatter editor  Dick Zang, Chatter editor  

46 Worthington Court   2 Camelot Crest  

Lake Carmel, NY 10512   Sandy Hook, CT 06482  

Jbrad1313@earthlink.net  jezang@charter.net 

 

Proofreader:  Miss Taralily 

 

The editors of the Hatter Chatter welcome submissions from 

all chapter members and friends of the Mad Hatters. E-mail, 

mail, paper airplane us your thoughts, observations, 

opinions, singing tips and whatevers, and weôll turn them 

into Pulitzer Prize copy  

 

 

June Milestones 
 

Birthdays: 

6 - Annellen Gleissner 

9 - Steve Horhota 

9 - Dick Zang  

15 - Stephanie Terry 

29 - Miss Taralily 

 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

7 - Dessain and Stephanie Terry 

19 - Ray and Carolyn Wixted   

28 - Bob and Jane Golenbock 

29 - Bob and Sophie (Sam) Connolley 

Mark Your Calendars 

 

May 30: Mad Hatter Sing-out: Meadow Ridge Assisted 

Living Center, 100 Redding Rd., Redding, CT. Warm-up 

3:30 PM, Sing 4:00 PM.  

 

June 9: Mad Hatter Inter-chapter night. 7:30 PM, 

Church of Christ. Local chapters and old friends join our 

weekly meeting  

 

June 14:  Flag Day Ceremony.  Elks Club, 346 Main 

Street,  Danbury.  Warn-up 1:30 PM, sing 2:30 PM 

 

June 20:  Danbury Westerners baseball club.  Sing ñStar 

Spangled Banner.ò and songs between innings.  Old 

Timers Vintage Baseball Game.  Rodgers Park (at the end 

of Main Street. Danbury.  Warm-up 5:30 PM, sing at 6:00 

PM.  Wear outfits reflecting the turn of the century era, if 

possible. 

 

June 23: Mad Hatter Sing-out: Meadow Ridge 

Independent Living Center, Redding, CT. Warm-up 7:00 

PM, Sing 7:30 PM.  

 

Danbury Mad Hatter Chorus Annual Show ï 

September 26, Brookfield High School, Brookfield, CT. 

Guest quartet: Lunch Break.  

 

July 11, October 3, December 19: Mad Hatter Sing-

outs: Meadow Ridge Assisted Living Center, 100 Redding 

Rd., Redding, CT. Warm-up 3:30 PM, Sing 4:00 PM. 
 

 

Quartet or Race Horse Answers 
 

Name Quartet Race Horse 
A Little Off The 

Top 

X  

Against All Odds  X 

Whole Lotta Wos  X 

Back in Town X  

Main Intent  X 

Bullseye X  

Best of Times  X 

Forego  X 

Destiny! X  

Unbridled's Song  X 

High Voltage X  

Razor's Edge X  

Omaha  X 

Spindrift X  

Washashore X  

Spectacular Bid  X 

Whirlaway  X 

Reams of Verse  X 

 

mailto:Jbrad1313@earthlink.net
mailto:jezang@charter.net

