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2009 Spring Regional Contest 

Results 
 

By John Bradley 

 

Danbury, CT – The Danbury Mad Hatter Barbershop 

Chorus did not complete at the spring regional Yankee and 

Patriot Division contests held in Holden, MA, on April 17 and 

18, but they were well represented by one of its chorus 

quartets, the HatterTones, and a new VLQ (Very Large 

Quartet) called Outburst. 

 

The contests, hosted by the Worcester, MA chapter, saw the 

Manchester, CT Silk City Chorus win the Yankee Division 

chorus championship, edging the Poughkeepsie Newyorkers 

by only 10 points.  Swing Shift from Poughkeepsie won the 

quartet championship.  Central Connecticut came away with 

the Yankee Division small chorus championship and 

Poughkeepsie is the division‘s most improved chorus. 

 

For the quartets, Senior Momentum won the Yankee 

Division Senior Quartet Champion, Swing Shift is the 

Division‘s Most Improved Quartet and Retrofit won the 

Yankee Division Novice Quartet title. 

 

Continued on the next page 

 

 
 

The Mad Hatter’s new VLQ, Outburst.  From left to right, 

Joe Hudson, Andy Bayer, Chuck Kreiger, Danny Anderson, 

Bob Bradley, Dan Griffin  and Dick Zang 

Outburst and HatterTones  

Represent Danbury at District 
 

By Dick Zang 

 

There were many differences in the Yankee Division Contest 

this year.  It was a joint regional convention held with the 

Patriot Division, it was held in Massachusetts, and the Mad 

Hatters weren‘t there to compete.  You will remember that 

after a disappointing 16
th

 place finish in the District 

Convention in Lowell last October, the Board decided it best 

that the chorus take a year off, get some coaching, and come 

back stronger in 2010.  Danbury wasn‘t completely missing 

though; one of our quartets, the HatterTones, and a VLQ 

(very large quartet) called Outburst took to the competition 

stage. 

 

Outburst was formed when Danny Anderson and Andy 

Bayer agreed to join the five members who were already 

committed to attending the convention – the quartet and our 

president, Bob Bradley, who now serves as the Yankee 

Division Manager.  After a quick registration and an even 

quicker two rehearsals, the VLQ was ready to hit the stage on 

Saturday after the chorus contest and the collegiate quartets.  

More about the VLQ later. 

 

The HatterTones had wanted to enter the quartet contest in 

each of the past two years but schedules and lost registrations 

worked against them.  This year the stars aligned and the four 

– Joe Hudson, Dan Griffin, Chuck Kreiger, and Dick Zang, 

who had replaced Ron Keith (now singing with Manchester) 

as bass three years ago – ventured up to Holden, Mass. on 

Friday, April 17th with high hopes.  Alas, the judges saw (and 

heard) things differently.   

 

The quartet ended with an average score of 51.3 and finished 

21
st
 out of the 22 that competed and last of the six that 

competed from the Yankee Division.  Swing Shift  and On Q 

from the Yankee Division finished first and third overall – a 

good showing in an above-average contest. 

 

Continued on the next page 
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Contest Results 
 

Continued from the previous page 

 

Danbury‘s HatterTones, performing ―Georgia on My Mind‖ 

and ―Once Upon a Time,‖ scored a combined 615 to finish 

sixth in the Yankee Divisiont.  ―We concentrated on our music 

and singing quality,‖ said HatterTones bass Dick Zang, ―but 

forgot we had to sell the song.  Our stage presence fell apart.  

But we learned quite a bit for next year.‖ 

 

Outburst sang ―Don‘t Blame Me‖ and ―You Make Me Feel So 

Young,‖ and finished in second place with a combined score 

of 701.  ―We were very pleased with the results,‖ said lead 

Bob Bradley.  ―We scored very high in the singing category.  

Imagine what we could have done if we had practiced.‖ 

 

Ouburst, comprised of the four HatterTones, bass Andy Bayer 

and leads Bob Bradley and Danny Anderson, were formed 

only weeks before the contest.  ―We didn‘t worry about the 

scoring, Bob Bradley continued.  We just went there to sing 

and have fun. 

 

Rounding out the weekend, The Gentlemen Songsters of 

Lowell, MA, won the Patriot Division Chorus Championship.  

The Academy is the Patriot Division Quartet champion.  

Blend Tech qualified to represent the NED in Anaheim in the 

Collegiate Barbershop Quartet Contest, and Steve Isherwood 

was presented with the Patriot Division Barbershopper of the 

Year award. 

 

 

Hatter Chatter Wins Award 
 

For the third consecutive year, The Hatter Chatter won the 

Yankee Division Bulletin Editor of the Year (BETY) award, 

announced at the spring Yankee Division contests.  The 

bulletin editor awards at the division, district and international 

levels are conducted by PROBE, the Harmony Society‘s 

organization of Public Relations Officers and Bulletin Editors.  

You can learn more about PROBE at: 

 

www.harmonize.com/PROBE 

 

 
 

Hatter Chatter co-editors, Dick Zang, and John Bradley 

holding the 2008 Yankee Division BETY award.

Outburst and HatterTones 
 

Continued from the previous page 

 

Steve Plumb, our District VP for contests and judging, 

deserves credit for assembling a fine panel of six judges for 

the three categories. I had not been a participant in a quartet 

contest in about twenty years. 

 

I was surprised to get so much constructive criticism in the 

short evaluation sessions after the quartet contest.  I really 

appreciated the coaching offered by the singing judge, Jim 

Emery from the LOL District; the music judge, Bob Brock 

from the EVG District; and the presentation judge, Gary 

Hawkins, from the SWD District. Thanks, guys, for the 

specific advice you gave us. 

 

You might think that the HatterTones took it hard, but after 

listening to the judges‘ evaluations they put all their energy 

into working with the VLQ. The seven members of Outburst 

wearing different, brightly colored shirts with musical ties 

(most supplied by Joe Hudson) took to the stage with nothing 

to lose and sang two chorus songs – ―Don‘t Blame Me,‖ and 

―You Make Me Feel So Young‖ – and scored an impressive 

average score of 58.4 (that‘s higher than the 55.6 scored by the 

Mad Hatters last fall).  

 

Their singing score was 61.5.  Some said that the showing was 

improved by the helpful tips provided by the HatterTones, but 

most thought it was the introduction of the famous Danbury 

choreography borrowed from ―Darkness on the Delta‖ that 

dazzled the judges.  All agreed that it was fun and a great 

experience. 

 

All seven members of the VLQ, wearing the green summer 

chorus shirts, appeared with the ―Joe Barbershopper Chorus‖ 

as the chorus contest mic testers under the direction of Eric 

Ruthenberg.  That chorus sang two polecats and sounded great 

with one rehearsal.  The Joe B Chorus was open to any 

member not appearing in the chorus contest, so it included a 

lot of quartet members who had sung on Friday night. 

 

The chorus contest included all the Yankee Division choruses 

except Bridgeport and Danbury.  The biggest surprise was the 

outstanding performance of the Poughkeepsie Newyorkers. 

Renee Silverstein, their director, had the chorus sounding 

better than ever and they almost beat the Silk City Chorus 

from Manchester, finishing just ten points behind for the 

Division title.  

 

It was a most enjoyable contest. The huge, modern Wachusett 

Regional High School in Holden, Mass. was a great venue and 

the weekend ran smoothly thanks to the NED and our hosts 

the Worcester Chapter.   The convention was a success thanks 

in no small part to Bob Bradley‘s role in distributing the 

awards to the winners.  Next spring Danbury will have a 

chance to host the convention.  Let‘s hope we can uphold the 

standard set this year.  

 

As for the HatterTones, after viewing the performance video 

they saw what the judges saw and at their next rehearsal they 

went back to work to get ready for next year. 

http://www.harmonize.com/PROBE
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Bob Bradley to Step Aside as 

President of the Mad Hatters 
 

At the Mad Hatter Chorus‘s April 14 meeting, Bob Bradley 

announced he will be stepping down as chapter president at 

the end of his 2009 term, after about 10 years in the position.  

Citing time constraints imposed by his position as Yankee 

Division Manager, Bob will be succeeded by current 

membership vice president, Danny Anderson, pending 

October‘s vote by chapter membership. 

 

―I was hoping to be president longer than FDR,‖ Bob joked 

after the announcement,‖ but it just didn‘t work out.‖ 

 

For many of the chorus members, Bob is the only chapter 

president they‘ve had, and some of the long-tenured members 

had to think hard to remember the president Bob succeeded 

(Tom McCarthy).  When asked what was his chief 

accomplishment over the past decade Bob did not hesitate, 

―Hiring Joe Hudson as music director,‖ he said. 

 

Bob also stated he was proud that the Mad Hatters are the only 

chorus in the Northeastern District that has maintained its 

membership levels.  ―But that is due to the hard work of the 

members,‖ Bob said. ―It‘s nothing I accomplished personally.‖ 

 

Bob will continue to be the chorus emcee at its singing events. 

 

 

Welcome Peter 
 

 
 

Peter Traisci is the newest member of the Mad Hatter 

Barbershop Chorus.  He recently retired from Marcus Dairy 

where he was employed for 30 years as a route supervisor.  

When he is not singing in our bass section, he resides with his 

wife, Gail, in New Fairfield, CT.  

 

As a retirement present, his children treated the couple to a 

two-week trip to Buenos Aires to visit their son and daughter-

in-law.  While there, they took a trip across the border to a 

ranch in Uruguay.  

Peter and Gail are members of the Church of Christ in 

Danbury and have three grown children and three 

grandchildren.  Peter enjoys music of all types and grew up 

playing both the clarinet and bass guitar.  He is now brushing 

up on the clarinet to keep up with his granddaughter, who has 

just begun lessons. 
 

 

 

Quartet Corner 

 

News from our chorus quartets 

 

 

Rare Occasion – By Fred Baran 

 

On Saturday April 18, we sang at the wedding of Sheila 

O'Leary and James Miller, at the Hilton Hotel in Stamford Ct.  

Sheila is the granddaughter of the late Joe Talarico, one of the 

"old time" Mad Hatters, and one of the finest gentlemen that 

some of us had the pleasure to call a friend.  Sheila wanted us 

to be a part of the wedding so that barbershop music, which 

she heard as a child, would link into memories of her beloved 

grandfather.   

 

It was a beautiful wedding reception and we sang several 

songs for the bride and her mother, Mary, a former director at 

the Bishop Curtis Homes in Bethel, where the Mad Hatter 

Chorus has appeared in the past.   

 

The groom is from England, and many of his relatives were in 

attendance, including his grandmother from London who 

thoroughly enjoyed several songs that we sang for her.   

 

In tribute to Joe's memory, we sang "September Song,‖ 

featuring our bass, Bill Manion, who never beat Joe at 

cribbage, but was a very close friend.  While Joe was short in 

stature, he loomed large in the early history of the Mad Hatters 

and I, for one, will never forget his ever present smile and 

willingness to help others. 

 

On Sunday, April 19, through the support of Sue Roberts, we 

sang at the Richter House in Danbury for members of the 

Richter Association for the Arts.  The audience, for the most 

part, was chronologically of our generation and really enjoyed 

the selection of songs which we chose from our repertoire. 

 

Since the program was meant to honor war veterans who have 

supported the Richter Association, we tried to select songs 

from the 1940's- 1960's, along with a few patriotic tunes 

(―God Bless America‖ and ―America the Beautiful‖).   

 

The audience was most appreciative of our efforts, and we 

thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon, singing to approximately 50 

people, some of whom hearing barbershop music for the first 

time. 

 

The Association is trying to raise funds for major structural 

repairs to the Richter House, so we decided to donate our 

performance fee to this cause.   

 

Continued on page 8 
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Stories About Songs 

 

By Fred Baran 

 

 

Linda - Words and Music by Jack Lawrence 

 

Lee V. Eastman, an attorney, music publisher and famous art 

collector, had a problem back in 1946.  There was a song for 

his wife, Louise, and his children, Louise, Jr., Laura and John, 

but there was no song for his daughter, Linda.  Finally, after 

some persuasion, his client, Jack Lawrence, who also wrote 

"Sleepy Lagoon" and "If I Didn't Care," wrote one for her.  

"Linda" was recorded in 1947 by crooner Buddy Clark and 

became one of the top sellers of the year.  It had also boosted 

the Buddy Clark fan club membership and became the 

namesake for countless postwar baby girls.  By the way, the 

late Linda Eastman, better known as the first Mrs. Paul 

McCartney, was Lee Eastman‘s daughter.  (Note - Composer 

Jack Lawrence was a Redding, Connecticut resident who 

passed away at the end of March 2009 at the age of 93). 

 

 

Boo-Hoo! - Words by Edward Heyman, Music by Carmen 

Lombardo and John Jacob Loeb 

 

Carmen Lombardo of London, Ontario, Canada, first wrote 

this novelty as a little two-note tune called "Cherie," but it 

didn't catch on.  In 1933, to celebrate the end of Prohibition, 

he tried it out as "Let's Drink,"  another flop.  A year later it 

bombed again as "Gay Paree."  Hardly a quitter, Carmen 

hummed the tune to Edward Heyman a few years later.  "Boo-

Hoo!" said Heyman, and dashed out new lyrics.  The music 

was spruced up with the help of John Jacob Loeb, and "Boo-

Hoo!" was played that night at the Hotel Roosevelt in New 

York City.  It quickly made the 1937 Hit Parade, where it 

stayed for 11 weeks.  As the old saying goes, "if at first you 

don't succeed …" 

 

 

It's All in the Game - Words by Carl Sigman, Music by 

Charles Gates Dawes 

 

When Tommy Edwards made "It's All in the Game" a hit in 

1951, only the title and lyrics by Carl Sigman were new.  The 

melody was written by General Charles Gates Dawes, the 

future Vice -President under Calvin Coolidge.  While 

commenting on the trials of love, the lyrics emphasize the 

power of true affection.  Edwards revived the song in 1958, 

and other recordings were made by Cliff Richard in 1964 and 

Tennessee Ernie Ford in 1965.  How's that for longevity!  

 

Charles Gates Dawes was an alumnus of Marietta College in 

Ohio, my alma mater, where I attended classes with some of 

his nieces and nephews, one who became a very close friend.  

His brother Beaman Gates Dawes served on the Board of 

Trustees of Marietta, as did his father.  Dawes won a Nobel 

Peace Prize in 1925 and a relative, four generations earlier, 

rode with Paul Revere on April 18,1775.  Dawes excelled in 

music and played the flute and piano, and composed a melody 

that Fritz Kreisler, the noted violinist, often played as an 

encore.  Dawes died on April 23, 1951. 

The President’s 

Podium 
 

By Bob Bradley 

 

 

At the last Board of Directors meeting, I said that I was not 

running for another term as president of the Mad Hatter 

Chorus.  I had a great time in my years in office, but it is time 

to let someone else take over.  It‘s always good to have change 

and new blood in every organization.  I find that I will not be 

at rehearsal every Tuesday, as my duties with the Northeastern 

District are going to take up quite a bit of time.   So far, being 

the Yankee division manager has been great fun and it is my 

plan to visit each chapter at least twice during the year.  I find 

that puts a lot of mileage on the old auto.  It will be much 

better when the weather gets warmer and the top goes down.  

 

I spoke with a few members about a successor, as I wanted to 

have a smooth transition.  A name that kept coming up was 

Danny Anderson.  The Board has decided to make Danny the 

chorus‘s new executive.  In this way, he chapter membership 

will be able to see how well he will work out before the next 

election in October. 

 

That being said, we now need a membership person.  As 

announced to the chorus at our last meeting, we have split the 

job of PR VP.  We now have a PR committee.  John Bradley 

will do PR with the media, Dick Zang will be in charge of the 

annual show and Jim Hopper will do the Singing Valentines.   

Thanks to all of them and hope we all cooperate and get the 

jobs done. 

  

This year, as you are aware, we did not do as well with our 

Singing Valentines.  I think in part this was due to the 

economy, but also to a lack of salesmanship on the part of our 

members.  The Danbury chapter is different from many in that 

we pick up a lot of the costs that other chapters pass on to the 

members.  We pay for competition.  We pay for coaching.  We 

pay for music.  In this regard, we need our members to spend a 

little more time and effort in selling ads, tickets and 

valentines. 

 

This year, our show is in September so we have plenty of time 

to sell ads and also to get the word out about the show.  It will 

be a murder mystery like no other ever seen in the western 

Connecticut, eastern New York area. 

  

A few words on the Yankee Division contest this past 

weekend:  It was great fun.  Friday night I arrived a bit late.  I 

fought traffic from Danbury to Boston, then back to Holden, 

MA.   

 

I arrived after the break in the program and was able to cheer 

on Danbury‘s own HatterTones and Swing Shift from 

Poughkeepsie in the quartet competition. 

 

Continued on the next page 
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Podium 
 

Continued from previous page 

 

Saturday we were able to be mic testers and sing with the Joe 

Barbershop Chorus, which was a group made up of 

barbershoppers who weren‘t in the chorus contest, officers of 

NED, and some quartet guys who had competed the night 

before.  This is an idea they‘ve been trying out at other 

contests as well.  We got no score, but were great. 

 

I think that the Joe Barbershop name has caused some 

confusion.  I heard some people say that they thought it was 

created for singers who could not make the grade of singing 

with a competing chorus.  I did not get that idea, nor do I think 

that was what was meant by the Joe Barbershop name.  I think 

this idea will catch on as time goes on and we get used to a 

new concept. 

 

Congratulations to Manchester and Poughkeepsie for their 

showings and to Waterbury, Norwich, Central Connecticut 

and Hartford for their performances also.  Eighteen points on 

the average separated first from last place in the contest.  I was 

able to visit with some of the other choruses before the 

competition, and I am beginning to recognize faces. 

 

The Danbury VLQ was like Brigadoon.  We appeared for a 

day and then went back into the mist of time.  The idea was 

formed to go on stage because the HatterTones were there 

anyway, I was there anyway - so what the heck.  Danny 

Anderson and Andy Bayer joined us and we had a great time.  

We also got good scores and were very proud of our singing.  

Maybe next year we can get others to go and actually rehearse. 

 

The high school at Holden was top drawer and we took 

advantage of the $85 million renovation.  The changing rooms 

were large and new.  We were in a guitar room close to the 

stage.  Holden is a central high school that serves five towns in 

the area.  Some of our guides were students and we were able 

to get a good idea of the building.  Their weight room is better 

that almost any health club.  Outside is an obstacle course that 

would be the envy of Navy Seals.  I met the music director of 

the school and found that the Worcester chapter is very 

involved and active with the high school kids. 

 

Congratulations to the HatterTones for competing.  It is a lot 

of work for six minutes of singing, but a lot of fun in the end, 

no matter what your score.  A lot can be said for those guys 

and the effort they put out.  They made Danbury proud. 

 

 
 

Outburst getting ready to compete 

Emails to the 

Editors 
 

Please e-mail your questions and 

comments to either the Hatter editor, John Bradley, at 

jbrad1313@earthlink.net, or the Chatter editor, Dick Zang, at 

jezang@charter.net.  If your e-mail appears, you will receive 

an autographed picture of our 2008 Yankee Division Bulletin 

Editors Award 

 

Len Carlson's recent email about his mini-reunion in Florida 

with Mario Merolle and Bob Stewart brings back many fond 

thoughts of barbershopping.  One of those thoughts was about 

a television show in New Haven that featured the Danbury 

Mad Hatter Chorus and a quartet consisting of Bob Smith 

(lead), Jack Foley (tenor), Len (bass) and Mario (Baritone).  I 

became motivated to search my archives for a photo of the 

event.  I captured the picture directly from a "very large‖ 19 

inch TV display using a hand held camera and then, years 

later, scanned it into my digital files.  Very high tech, huh? 

 

My guess is that that the program aired somewhere in the early 

eighties.  Although I took several photos of the program, 

unfortunately, this was the only keeper.  

 

The Mad Hatters were doing very well around Connecticut in 

those days, and we pulled off quite a coup with this 

appearance, considering New Haven had their own barbershop 

chorus.  I cannot identify everyone in that picture so perhaps 

you can help with naming others in the photo.   

 

I can pick out Don Thayer, Bert Rosendahl, Larry Angeli, Bill 

Keenan, Jack Williams, Joe Talarico, Bob Stewart, Gerry 

Otten, Bob Smith, Dick Bristol and Otto McBride. I believe 

Ray Wixted was our director at the time.  

 

 
 

Despite my recall problems related to dates and names, I have 

no problem summoning up good feelings about that evening as 

if it were yesterday.  I also have no difficulty in recalling the 

great times I had with the Mad Hatters on Tuesday evenings at 

the Elks Club on Main Street in Danbury.   

 

Continued on the next page 
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Emails to the Editors 

 

Continued from the previous page 

 

 

Sadly, so many in that picture have passed away, but happily, 

guys like you, Fred Baran, Bill Manion and Dick Walter, are 

still out there enjoying this fabulous hobby in a chorus and in 

quartets. 

 

It has been 37 years since I first joined the Mad Hatter Chorus, 

yet I can still have a ball singing "My Gal Sal" with Len 

Carlson, one of Danbury's great basses of all time.  I try to 

hook up with Len at least once a year and that song in duet has 

become our personal tradition.   

 

Whenever I have the opportunity to reminisce about that 

period in my life, I always find myself marveling at the 

coalescence of great voices, talents and memorable characters 

that made it such a special fun-filled time.  It says a lot about a 

pastime when you can still enjoy it and the people involved 

after so many years, as obviously many of us still do! 

 

Please pass this on with my warm regards, 

 

Jack Cramer 

 

P.S. Thanks for keeping me up to date with copies of the 

Hatter Chatter 

 

Jack, thanks for the wonderful note and picture.  

 

 

Hey guys!  Last night while you were practicing, I hope, NCIS 

plugged barbershop in a big way, at least for TV.  ―Dead 

Reckoning‖ is the episode and you can catch it at the web site. 

 

http://www.cbs.com/primetime/ncis/ 

 

NCIS is in the very top of the most popular programs on 

network and cable (two channels). 

 

Toward the end of the episode, the medical examiner solves 

the crime by invoking the principles of harmonics.  This leads 

to barbershop and his young assistant revealing that he had 

sung in a barbershop quartet in college.  All of this is done 

with positive attitudes and smiles - no jokes.  It is pretty 

apparent that the writers, director, producers (includes the star) 

and actors are very pro-barbershop. 

 

Maybe this is a subtle plug for the new barbershop movie 

coming out.  I don't know, but it sure was fun to see and hear.  

Perhaps the society can get permission to use clips of this to 

promote barbershop. 

 

In His Joy!  
Dessain Terry 

Thanks for letting us know, Dessain.  NCIS has become my 

second favorite show after House.  No, third favorite.  I still 

love MASH reruns. 

 

 

Are fried foods bad for your singing voice? 

Ben from Bridgewater 

 

Ben, foods are fried these days in vegetable oil.  In fact, 

they're permeated in it.  How could getting more vegetables be 

bad for you or your voice? 

 

 

If "break a leg" is good luck in theater, would "strain a vocal 

cord" work for singing performances? 

Sue from Southington 

 

Sue, I don’t know.  Last time I was at the track I shouted 

“Strain a vocal cord” to my horse and he broke a leg.   

 

 

I've been intrigued by the very low divorce rate in my old 

Barbershop chorus in Aberdeen, Scotland.  When I mentioned 

this to someone recently, they pointed out that a sample size of 

35 was not that great (though my sextet here in Stavanger, 

Norway, also counts six marriages and no divorces!).  In a 

quick google search on the topic, your (Bob Bradley‘s) 

comment hidden in the February 2007 Hatter Chatter was the 

only mention I could find of this potential correlation between 

barbershop singing and low divorce rates. 

 

Therefore, I wondered whether your comment was a simple 

observation, like mine, or whether you've ever seen any 

barbershopper actually examine some statistics, and if so, if 

you have a pointer towards it. 

 

With thanks, 

Yours in barbershop, 

 

Rob Staples 

(formerly Granite City Chorus, Scotland; now Mea Culpe 

(sextet), 

 

Rob, I don’t know what’s more interesting, your question or 

the fact that the Hatter Chatter was read in Norway.  I asked 

Bob about this and he said it was just a random comment, but 

then we started to think about it.  The divorce rate for active 

barbershoppers is probably low since we are, in general, 

older.   

 

Let’s do a survey.  If you are a barbeshopper and have been 

divorced while involved in barbershopping, email us a “yes.”  

Otherwise, email us a “no.”  All results will remain 

confidential (unless you include something funny or 

interesting. 

http://www.cbs.com/primetime/ncis/
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April Board of 

Directors Meeting 

Minutes 
 

(Including Music Committee Notes) 

 
Submitted irrepressibly by Robert Golenbock 

 

Meeting called to order by Bob “Lame Duck” Bradley on 

April 7
 
at 6 pm at the Church of Christ 

 

SECRETARY‘S REPORT was approved. 

 

TREASURER‘S REPORT:  One of our CDs is due on April 

30.  We will transfer the cash to our checking account as that 

account is low. 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  Sections leaders are asked to call 

members who are not coming regularly and encourage their 

attendance. 

 

VP PUBLIC RELATIONS:  To make the work easier and to 

encourage participation, we are separately delegating the 

public relations responsibilities for the annual show, 

Valentine‘s Day, and press releases. 

  

MUSIC COMMITTEE: The report by Jimmy Hopper follows 

in its entirety: 

 

1. Learning CDs:  Dr. Bob will supply Lyle with appropriate 

learning tracks to be placed on part-specific CDs for all 

members who want one.  

 

2. Web site:  Dr. Bob and Joe will arrange transfer of control 

of site from Terry Dunkle to them.  Dreamweaver software 

is needed to make updates to the site.  Dr. Bob will arrange 

to either purchase or get from Bob Bradley or Joe Hudson 

a copy for our use.  Site should be up and active ASAP. 

 

3. New songs in pipeline:  ―I‘m Always Chasing Rainbows,‖ 

―Hey look Me Over,‖ ―The Way You look Tonight,‖ ―Give 

My Regards To Broadway,‖ ―You‘ll never Walk Alone,‖ 

and ―This Land Is Your Land‖ ( in that order). 

 

4. Axing of older songs from repertoire:  The following songs 

were chosen to be axed as new songs come into the 

repertoire: ―What‘ll I Do,‖ ―Sittin‘ On Top Of The World,‖ 

―Cabaret,‖ ―Thanks For The Memory,‖ ―You Make Me 

Feel So Young‖ (in that order). 

 

5. Keep Alive:  These five songs will join ―I‘ll Be Seeing 

You,‖ ―Old St Louie,‖ and ―Don‘t Blame Me‖ in a new 

category to be called Keep Alive.  We will use these songs 

as backups for performances, and to be sung during 

rehearsals by quartets during quartet time or breaks to 

―keep them alive,‖ or by quartets in singouts since they are 

such good songs. 

6. Polecats:  We will continue to teach the polecats during 

rehearsal time and take them in reverse order starting from 

the back of the polecat book doing one each month.   

 

7. Contest songs:  A selection of two songs for our next 

contest competition was tabled for the next meeting in 

May. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  The Annual Show is September 26, 2009.  

The Annual Show (script) Committee will be working by e-

mail since scheduling meetings has been so difficult. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Bob Bradley has announced that since his 

new position in NED (Northeastern District) is taking up so 

much of his time, he will not seek re-election at the end of his 

term as president.   

 

After discussions with many high-ranking and important 

members of the chorus (mostly himself), he has recommended 

Dan Anderson as his successor.   

 

Dan‘s background check has apparently been successful, as 

has whatever blackmail convinced him to accept the 

nomination.   

 

We are also looking for a new Membership VP for the fall. 

 

We are planning to finish the revision to our by-laws by the 

time October rolls around.  Bob Bradley also made a 

suggestion that we include term limits (so the President 

doesn‘t get stuck with a lifetime job).   

 

Joe Hudson‘s free singing lessons will begin on the last 

Tuesday in April.  By way of outreach, we will advertise that 

the free lessons are open to the general public (men only). 

 

Harmony Explosion scholarships this year are $190.  We will 

again sponsor two students.  Motion by R. Walter, seconded 

by R. Golenbock.  Approved. 

 

We are planning an inter-chapter meeting in June - a tailgating 

BBQ barbershop party in the church parking lot.  The date is 

scheduled for 6/9/09.  We can use that date to welcome back 

former members. 

 

Joe Hudson is being nominated for District VP for Youth in 

Harmony.  He is also being trained as a singing coach.  The 

final training is on April 25.  After that we will be able to 

bring in free coaching as a supplement to the work that Joe has 

been doing with us. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Dan Griffin, Carl Zlamany 

 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Joe Hudson ex officio, Art Roberts, 

Fred Baran, Dick Walter, Lyle LaPlante, Danny Anderson, 

Bob Bradley, Robert Golenbock 

 

Next meeting May 5.  Meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.  
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Talking Craft 
 

Vowel Matching 

By Tom Raburn, Big D Bulletin 

 

Question: When does 2 + 2 = 5?  Answer: When barbershop 

harmony is sung correctly, creating harmonic overtones and 

―expanded sound.‖ 

 

One of the most important factors in the achievement of choral 

blend and expanded sound is unity of vowel sounds. Vowels 

are what we sing and sustain, separated by consonants to make 

words. When we match vowel sounds, we create like 

harmonics and the sound expands in intensity through 

reinforcement.  

 

In singing, vowels are created through the natural resonance of 

the human vocal tract. The tongue, lips and jaw are used to 

fashion the resonators into their vowel shapes. Some basic 

rules to follow when forming vowel sounds are:  

 

1. When producing all vowel sounds, the tip of the tongue 

should be placed gently on the lower gum ridge, with the 

tip barely touching the base of the lower teeth. This helps 

keep the throat open so the vocal chords can vibrate 

naturally through the resonators (mouth, throat, and sinus 

cavities).  

2. The jaw should be allowed to relax naturally with a 

swinging down and back motion.  

3. The lips should leave the teeth uncovered.  

4. Although the mouth must be open wide, it is not how 

wide it is open but the shape that is most important.  

 

Every vowel can be sung with one of three mouth shapes: 

round (example—―oh‖), square (example— ―ih‖ as in sit) and 

oblong (example—―ah‖as in pop).  Refinements to form each 

specific vowel sound are made by the degree to which the 

tongue is arched in the mouth, and the degree to which the jaw 

is dropped. For instance, both the ―oh‖ sound and the ―oo‖ (as 

in moon) sound are made with the round mouth shape, but the 

―oh‖ sound is made with the mouth as open as possible while 

the ―oo‖ sound is made with the smallest, most rounded shape. 

 

As we sing the songs in our repertoire, keep in mind the basic 

mechanics of producing vowel sounds and think about the 

target vowel sound for each word in the song.  

 

Properly matched vowels can enable our chorus of 20-

something men to ―fill the hall‖ and create the expanded 

sound that makes barbershop harmony so much fun to sing 

and hear. 
 

 

Quartets 
 

Continued from Page 3 

 

Our presentation was filmed and should appear on Channel 

23, Comcast Cablevision, and Channel 21, Charter 

Community Vision, in about four or five weeks.  

 

Robert Golenbock was our MC, and if you thought that Bob 

Bradley's jokes were bad, check-out the cable presentation and 

see how bad Robert‘s jokes were for yourself. 

 

 

The HatterTones by Chuck Kreiger 

 

Despite our poor showing in the Division Contest, I thought 

we accomplished the goals we set for ourselves and showed 

improvement all around.  I was elated after we sang as a 

quartet and later as part of Outburst, the VLQ.  The judges 

reviewed a single performance of the quartet.  They had no 

way of knowing how we sounded in the past and how we have 

evolved over time.  

 

During the evaluation sessions that followed the quartet 

contest, the judges gave us specific advice on how to improve.  

We are taking their advice to heart and have begun to work on 

the areas that will help us the most.  

 

 

 

Donations Requested 
 

 

At the Patriot Division Contest, the college quartet, Blend 

Tech, from McGill University qualified to represent the 

NED at the College Quartet Contest at International in 

Anaheim this summer with an impressive  score of 70.8.  

Now it is our turn to step up and help these young guys 

out - financially!  I'm asking every member of the NED to 

make a small donation to help with the travel expenses for 

these college students.  Currently, the NED does not fund 

the college quartet at all.   

 

Please drop a check in the mail made out to the N.E.D. 

and mail it to:  

Steve Isherwood 

179 Ontario Street 

Providence, RI 02907 

 

Please make sure to put "College Quartet" in the memo 

line. 

 

Send what you can soon, as these students will need to 

book airfare and hotel accommodations right away.  Let's 

show these young men that we support them. They are the 

future of Barbershop Harmony. 

 

In harmony, 

Steve Isherwood, NED VP Financial Development 
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   Society and District Notes    
 

 

Barbershop Blogging 
 

 

We are launching a new group blog, barbershopHQ.com, 

aimed at keeping our members better informed and better 

connected with the leadership of the Barbershop Harmony 

Society . We see this blog as an important step toward better 

communications among all barbershoppers 

 

BarbershopHQ.com has a different mission from 

www.barbershop.org.  As a blog, barbershopHQ.com is about 

what‘s happening right NOW. It is a place where Society 

leaders share what they are thinking and talking about right 

NOW, and a place where you can respond directly and 

immediately. 

 

Your comments and feedback are what barbershopHQ.com is 

all about.  Joining us (Ed and Bill) as blog authors are 

Immediate Past President Noah Funderburg and Executive 

Vice President Alan Lamson, plus members of the 

headquarters leadership team and marketing and PR staff.  

Guest authors will also make frequent contributions as well. 

 

Please leave your comments, questions or suggestions in the 

comment areas.  Expect to see many updates each week on a 

variety of topics, from fun ideas and late-breaking news to 

posts intended to open a serious dialog.  Please visit the site 

often and become part of an important online barbershop 

community!  Thank you, 

 

Bill Biffle, President, Barbershop Harmony Societ 

Ed Watson, CEO, Barbershop Harmony Society 

 

 

Yankee Clipper Chorus Retiring 
 

It is with some sadness that the Portsmouth, NH Chapter 

announces that it will be retiring the Yankee Clipper Chorus 

this spring.  In its place will rise the Seacoast Vocal Union, an 

auditioned chorus with high goals and expectations. 

 

The decision to change direction was made because of the 

continuing inability of the chorus to grow.  Despite great 

progress in performance skills in recent years, the Yankee 

Clipper Chorus has been starving for acceptance in the very 

artsy Seacoast community for most of its 31 years.  For years 

now, the area has been spawning over a dozen choruses at any 

one time so there have been many places for singers to sing. 

We felt the only way to entice these singers is to create a new 

chorus that will be striving for excellence. 

 

The first meeting of the Seacoast Vocal Union will take place 

on Tuesday, April 21, at 7 PM at Kittery Estates, 200 State 

Road, Kittery, ME, right off I-95. 

 

We are very excited about this new direction for our chapter. 

Wish us luck! 

 

HUMMM-bly 

Jim  Dodge 

Director - Portsmouth (NH) Seacoast Vocal Union 

NED/HEP Singing A's Coach 

NED BOTY 2004 

 

 

HX Camp 
 

HX Camp is well on its way in preparation, and we need your 

assistance in getting the word out, and of course funding the 

program.  HX Camp will be at a new location this year - 

Worcester State College, August 6-9, 2009.  It‘s a great 

facility! 

 

New this year:  There will be a one-day HX program for 

young women on Saturday August 8.  This program will be 

coordinated in cooperation with Harmony Inc., and will be an 

exciting addition to the Camp! 

 

All materials for HX Camp can be found at the NEW 

WEBSITE www.nedyih.org. This site is under re-

construction, but is fully functional.  The HX Camp flier, and 

registration forms can be downloaded.  The flier and 

registration form for the young women's program will also be 

there, soon. 

 

Please help get the word out to potential attendees-- high 

school students, music educators, and college music education 

majors.  Remember that our HX Professional Development 

Program for the educators and music ed majors is very highly 

regarded.  All attendees receive scholarships; the program is 

funded by donations from chapters, quartets, and individuals, 

and a grant from Harmony Foundation. Please send chapter 

donations as early as possible.  

 

An HX Scholarship is $190 per student/educator, and we 

welcome donations of any amount. Make donation checks 

payable to "NED" with "HX Camp" written on the memo line 

and mail to: Scott Domaratius, 50 Meriam Street, Wakefield 

MA 01880.  Please let me know if you have any questions 

about the program. 

 

Thanks--Scott Domaratius, HX Camp Northeast Coordinator 

781-789-6882 (cell) 

 

http://barbershophq.com/
http://www.barbershop.org/
http://www.barbershop.org/
http://barbershophq.com/
http://www.barbershop.org/
http://barbershophq.com/
http://www.nedyih.org/
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Notes 
 

Continued from the previous page 

 

 

District Board Officers For 2010. 
 

Members of the great Northeastern District of the Barbershop 

Harmony, Society: your District needs you! 

 

The Nominating Committee is in the midst of assembling the 

slate of officers for the District Board for 2010.  Would any of 

you be interested in serving on the Board? It is a rewarding 

experience to help play a part in keeping our hobby alive and 

exciting for generations to come. Wouldn't you want to be part 

of that? 

 

Several of the current Board members have expressed a desire 

to remain on the Board in 2010.  Board positions that need to 

be filled are Treasurer and Membership Services. 

 

Following is a description of the duties of for these positions 

for your information.  Please contact any member of the 

Nominating Committee with any questions or interest you 

may have in applying for either of these Board slots. 

 

Chord-ially, 

Nominating Committee Members 

Bob Bradley, 

Cotton Damon, 

Leo A. Ouellette, Chair,  

 

Email to: leolead@maine.rr.com 

 

District Treasurer 

 

The Treasurer is the chief financial officer of the District and 

is custodian of District funds.  He maintains the District 

accounts, receives funds paid to the District, disburses funds 

paid by the District and serves on the Finance Committee. His 

duties include the following: 

 

 Serve as Financial Manager of the District budget, income 

and expense disbursements. 

 Maintain financial records, analyze expenditures and be 

cognizant of state/federal or province/dominion policies 

regarding non-profit organizations. 

 Serve as a member of the District Finance Committee that 

reviews policy and financial accounting. 

 Submit appropriate financial reports to the District and 

Society Board of Directors. 

 Submit a written financial report at each District Board 

meeting. This report is to include comparison of actual with 

budgeted expenses. 

 Submit a written financial report to the spring HOD meeting 

on the financial transactions of the District for the preceding 

calendar year. 

 Submit a District Financial Report to Society Headquarters 

semiannually as required by the Society By-Laws. 

 Pay all ordinary expenses (within approved budget) upon  

signed approval of the District President. 

 Pay extraordinary expenses when authorized by action of 

the District Board. 

 Coordinate the allocation, transfer, and receipt of District 

dues collected from the chapters and the applicable Frank 

Thorne members by the Society Office. 

 Furnish details of financial transactions requested at any 

time by the District Auditor. 

 File for the District with IRS and the State departments as 

needed all applicable financial statements and/or reporting 

forms. This includes the filing of IRS forms 990 by May 15 

of each year and the filing of incorporation-renewal 

documents with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as 

required. 

 Attend all District Board, District Management Team and 

House of Delegates meetings. 

 

Vice President for Membership Development 

 

The Vice-President for Membership Development (VP-MD) is 

a member of the District Board.  His duties include the 

following: 

 

Provide inspiration and ideas in the District to promote 

membership recruitment and retention of members and the 

formation of new chapters. 

 

 Use, develop, refine and implement programs that will 

stimulate target-marketed members to join the Society in 

District chapters. 

 Seek out attractive extension sites for new chapters within 

the District and use Society extension programs. 

 Monitor members' perceptions of services provided by the 

District and Society and report these to the Membership 

Development Committee and Staff liaison. 

 Be responsible for effective communications and promotion 

of District activities through regularly-distributed District 

bulletins, and encouraging development of informative 

chapter bulletins. 

 Liaison between the District and the Society Membership 

Development Committee. 

 Participate in training carried out by the Society 

Membership Development Committee. 

 Chair the district Membership and Outreach Committee. 

 Attend all District Board, District Management Team and  

House of Delegates meetings. 

 

 

Manchester Inter-Chapter Night 
 

Manchester is having our annual Inter-Chapter Night on May 

4, 2009 and you are all invited. It will start at 7:15 PM but 

come early and socialize with old friends from around the 

Division.  It will be Cinco de Mayo a day early. 

 

It will be held at our meeting hall, The Second Congregational 

Church, 385 North Main St., Manchester, CT.  

If you are planning on attending you need to let me know; my 

email address is bob.lazure@gmail.com and my telephone is 

(860) 299-6274  

mailto:leolead%40maine.rr.com
mailto:bob.lazure%40gmail.com
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Ye Olde Joke Boarde  
 

Submitted by the Unknown Barbershopper 

 

At a break during a quartet practice one evening, the guys 

were talking about what their grandchildren would be saying 

about them fifty years from now. 

 

"I would like my grandchildren to say that I was successful in 

business," declared the lead. 

 

"Fifty years from now," said the bass, "I want them to say, 'he 

was a loyal family man'." 

 

Turning to the baritone, the first gent asked, "So what do you 

want them to say about you in fifty years?" 

 

"Me?" the baritone replied. "I want them all to say, ‗he 

certainly looks good for his age'!" 

 

 

… 
 

 

A guy walks into a bar and asks for four beers.  The bartender 

puts them up and then watches the guy go through a peculiar 

ritual.  

 

"Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday, Happy 

Birthday."  Each time he says the phrase, the guy takes drinks 

a beer.  After the fourth beer he pays and walks out. 

 

One year later, the guy enters the bar again and orders the 

same thing.  The bartender watches him go through the same 

ritual.  Curious, the bartender asks the guy why.  

 

"Well," the guy says, "I was a baritone in a barbershop quartet, 

but had to move away.  Amazingly, we all have our birthdays 

on the same day.  We can't be together, so we have agreed 

that, on this day, we will each go into our local bar and have a 

round of drinks for each other.  We have been doing this for 

10 years."   

 

The next year the man comes in and asks the bartender for 

three beers.  The bartender, a bit taken aback, places the beers 

in front of the guy and watches him say "Happy Birthday, 

Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday!" 

 

The bartender asks "so which one died?" 

 

"No one." 

 

"But you only ordered three beers!" 

 

"Yeah, well, I've given up drinking." 

A thief (who happened to be a barbershop baritone) and his 

girlfriend were walking down Main Street when she spotted a 

beautiful diamond ring in a jewelry store window.  "Wow, I'd 

sure love to have that!" she said.  

 

"No problem, baby," the baritone said, throwing a brick 

through the glass and grabbing the ring.  

 

A few blocks later, his girlfriend was admiring a leather jacket 

in another shop window. "What I would give to own that!" she 

said.  

 

"Sure thing, darling," the guy said again, throwing another 

brick through the window and snatching the coat.  

 

Finally, turning for home, they pass a Mercedes car 

dealership. "Boy, I would do anything for one of those!" she 

said to her boyfriend.  

 

"Forget that!" the guy moaned. "Do you think I'm made of 

bricks or something?"  

 

 

Baritone's Food Dictionary 

 

Al Dente: Italian term for the desired stage in the 

preparation of pasta, when it is cooked yet still firm to the 

bite. Pasta that has been boiled too long is described, 

according to the degree to which it has been overcooked, 

as al gummo, al musho, al botcho, and al garbaggio.  

 

Food: Any plant or animal substance that provides 

nourishment. There are basically four broad categories of 

food:  carbohydrates, fats, proteins, and individually 

wrapped chocolates with cherry centers.  

 

Gadget: Any mechanical device that performs a kitchen 

task in one-twentieth the time it takes to find it.  

 

Health Food: Any food whose flavor is indistinguishable 

from that of the package in which it is sold.  

 

Jams and Jellies: Sweet fruit confections served at 

breakfast with toast, muffins or other baked goods. Oddly 

enough, jams and jellies are considered diet foods, since 

the calories expended in opening the jars and packets in 

which they are sold greatly exceeds the number consumed 

in the course of eating their contents.  

 

Ladle: The only thing that is edible in a pot of leek 

soup. 
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May Rehearsal Schedule 
 

Submitted by Lyle LaPlante 

 

Here‘s the plan for our May meetings.  The inter-chapter meeting I mentioned last month is scheduled for 

June 9.  A cook-out is planned, and several chapters will be invited.  Volunteers will be needed for cooking 

and refreshment purchase and serving. 

 

Another idea scheduled for May is a small group (quartet plus an extra bass and lead or maybe two) practice and performance night.  

After warm-ups, we will break into the smaller groups to practice a polecat or repertoire song to perform for the rest of the chorus 

after the break.  We should be able to muster four tenors and four baritones, so we will plan on four groups. 

 

Finally, sometime in late May or June, we will have a formal coaching night in which an outside coach will work with the chorus for 

the entire evening to improve our performance skills.  The regularly scheduled programs will be moved to the following weeks. 
 

May 5th
 

 6:00 Board Meeting 

7:30 Warmups, Craft and 

  Tags 

8:00 Million Dollar Baby 

   (sectionals) 

 8:30 Break – DVD Viewing 

 8: 45 Administration 

 9:00 Polecatting  

 9:15 Million Dollar Baby  

    with chorus coaching 

 9:40 Repertoire C 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

May 12th 

 6:00 Singing Class 

7:30 Warmups Craft and 

   Tags 

 8:00 Repertoire D 

 8:30 Break – Socializing 

 8:45 Administration 

 9:00 Dueling Choruses 

 9:15 Tuning using Million  

    Dollar Baby or Glocca

 

May 12
th

 (Continued) 

9:30 Breaking Up – chorus 

   coaching 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

May 19th 

 6:45 Music Committee (If no  

 meeting, Singing Class will  

 begin at 6:00. Stay tuned) 

7:30 Warmups Craft and  

    Tags 

8:00 Introduce Chasing  

   Rainbows (bring Kleenex) 

8:30 Break (DVD viewing) 

 8:45 Administration 

 8:55 Polecatting – Learn  

    Shine on Me 

 9:15 Repertoire E  

 9:45 Pickup quartets (or  

    sextets) on a Repertoire E  

    song 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

May 26th 

6:00 Singing Class 

 7:30 Warmups Craft and  

    Tags 

 7:50 Organize the small  

    groups 

 8:00 Small Group Practice 

 8:30 Break – DVD Viewing 

 8:45 Administration 

9:00 Small group singing 

 9:25 Learn the intro to  

    Chasing Rainbows 

 9:40 Repertoire A 

 10:00 KTWWS  

 

 

 
 

 

Current Repertoire 
 

Group A 

 Always 

 I Believe 

 I Feel a Song Coming On 

 Thanks for the Memory 

 You Make Me Feel So 

   Young 

 

Group B  

 Cabaret 

 God Bless America 

 I‘ll Be Seeing You 

 I‘m Sitting on Top of the  

    World 

 I Found a Million Dollar 

   Baby 

Group C 

 Lord‘s Prayer 

 Old St Louie 

 Sh-Boom 

 The Star Spangled Banner 

 How Are Things in Glocca 

   Morra 

 

Group D 

 Amazing Grace 

 Over the Rainbow 

 Please Mr. Columbus 

 What‘ll I Do? 

The Crowd Shouted Olé 

   While the Bull Ripped  

   Hernando's Hideaway 

Group E 

 America the Beautiful 

 Don‘t Blame Me 

 Heart 

 Let There Be Peace on Earth 

 There is Nothing Like a 

   Dame 

 

In progress 

 Breaking Up Is Hard To Do 

 Why Forgive & Forget  

    (When You Can Remember  

    & Blame?) 

 

Coming next 

 I‘m Always Chasing  

    Rainbows 
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The Danbury, CT Chapter SPEBSQSA 
PO Box 5149 

Brookfield, CT 06804-5149 

 

President:    Robert Bradley  

Musical Director:   Joseph Hudson  

Assistant Director:   Jim Hopper  

Assistant Director:   Don Sutherland  

Assistant Director:   Bill Manion  

Membership VP:   Danny Anderson  

Public Relations VP:   Vacant  

Music VP:    Jim Hopper  

Secretary:    Robert Golenbock  

Treasurer:    Dick Walter  

Member at Large:   Fred Baran  

Member at Large:   Art Roberts  

Member at Large:   Bill Manion  

Program Committee 

 Chairman  Lyle LaPlante 

Uniform Chairman:   Joseph Hudson  

Harmony Foundation  

Chairman:   Danny Anderson  

Music Librarian:   Chuck Kreiger  

Sunshine Chairman:   Don Smith 

Package Show Chairman:  Dick Walter  

Chorus Manager:   Robert Golenbock  

 

The Hatter Chatter 
 

John Bradley, Hatter editor  Dick Zang, Chatter editor  

46 Worthington Court   2 Camelot Crest  

Lake Carmel, NY 10512   Sandy Hook, CT 06482  

Jbrad1313@earthlink.net  jezang@charter.net 

 

Proofreader:  Miss Taralily 

 

The editors of the Hatter Chatter welcome submissions from 

all chapter members and friends of the Mad Hatters. E-mail, 

mail, paper airplane us your thoughts, observations, 

opinions, singing tips and whatevers, and weôll turn them 

into Pulitzer Prize copy  

 

 

Interesting Stuff 

 

Manchester’s Annual Inter-Chapter Night, May 4, 2009.  

7:15 PM, The Second Congregational Church, 385 North 

Main St., Manchester, CT. Contact bob.lazure@gmail.com, 

telephone 860-299-6274  

 

A Barbershop Cabaret Night:  Waterbury Derby Valley 

Chordsmen, Saturday, May 23, 2009.  Cocktails (Cash Bar) 

Hors d'oeuvres and Silent Auction, 6:30- 7:30 pm, Buffet 

Dinner, 7:30 pm Show, 8:45 pm.  Tickets $30.00 available at 

the door, or reserve in advance: 860-945-1080 

 

Poughkeepsie Newyorkers Annual Show:  May 31, 

Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center, 12 Vassar Street, 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.  http://newyorkerschorus.org

May Milestones 
 

Birthdays: 

7 - Dan Griffin 

12 - Joel Knecht 

12 - Janet Just 

12 - Dessain Terry  
14 - Gloria Keenan 

17 - Doyle Stoppel 

22 - Fred Baran 

  

Wedding Anniversaries: 

1 - August and Roseann D'Aureli   

5 - Bill and Annellen Gleissner   

8 - Bob and Vikki Bradley   

12 - Pete and Jane Huester   

28 - Lyle and Patricia LaPlante   

29 - Danny and Linda Anderson 

30 - Doyle and Doris Stoppel   

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

May 16:  Mad Hatter Sing-out:  Meadow Ridge 

Assisted Living Center, 100 Redding Rd., Redding, 

CT.  Warm-up 3:30 PM, Sing 4:00 PM. 

 

May 25:  Mad Hatter Sing-out.  Memorial Day 

Picnic. Southbury Parks Department, Southbury, CT.  

Times and location to be announced 

 

June 9:  Mad Hatter Inter-chapter night.  7:30 PM, 

Church of Christ.  Local chapters and old friends join 

our weekly meeting 

 

June 23:  Mad Hatter Sing-out:  Meadow Ridge 

Independent Living Center, Redding, CT.  Warm-up 

7:00 PM, Sing 7:30 PM. 

 

Danbury Mad Hatter Chorus Annual Show – 

September 26, Brookfield High School, Brookfield, CT.  

Guest quartet:  Lunch Break.   

 

July 11, October 3, December 19:  Mad Hatter 

Sing-outs:  Meadow Ridge Assisted Living Center, 100 

Redding Rd., Redding, CT.  Warm-up 3:30 PM, Sing 

4:00 PM. 

 

 

mailto:Jbrad1313@earthlink.net
mailto:jezang@charter.net
mailto:bob.lazure%40gmail.com
http://newyorkerschorus.org/
http://newyorkerschorus.org/

