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Mad Hatters Finally  

Perfect Key Change 
 

By John Bradley 

 

Danbury, CT – On Tuesday evening, Match 10, at 7:58 PM, 

the Danbury Mad Hatter chorus made news by successfully 

making the key change in “I Found a Million Dollar Baby (in 

a Five and Ten Cent Store).” 

 

According to chorus music director and tenor, Joe Hudson, 

“It was an exciting moment for us all.  We‟ve been working 

on that song for a number of weeks and the leads were going 

flat consistently at measure 57.  Well, we sang it correctly 

three times in a row.  We‟re getting t-shirts made up.” 

 

Said bass section leader Dick Zang, “It seemed so simple, just 

going from the key of Bb to A, but the leads just weren‟t 

getting that F natural right after singing a B natural in the 

previous measure, and all the baritones had to do was sing the 

basses‟ note an octave higher.” 

 

According to chapter president and lead, Bob Bradley, “I‟m 

really proud of the guys.  It just shows what practice and 

concentration can do, even if a couple of the tenors were 

singing really loud and sharp, throwing the leads off at a 

couple of crucial spots.” 

 

“Team work and dedication can get you a long way,” said lead 

Robert Golenbock.  “It was a whole chorus effort.  After all, 

there‟s no „I‟ in team, although there is a „me‟ if you scramble 

the letters around.  The lead section worked those two 

measures for at least 15 minutes during a sectional that night.  

And, it finally all fell into place.”   

 

“Of course,” Robert continued, “It might have fallen into place 

faster if the basses had sung our keynote loudly enough." 

 

“It just demonstrates what barbershopping is all about,” added 

bass Dick Walter.  “We were rooting for the leads and baris 

to get that key change right, and despite their usual 

obstreperousness, they came through – for all of us.  When I 

was in the Navy, I would have wanted those guys in my 

foxhole.” 

 
 

The Danbury Mad Hatters minutes before finally making the 

key change on “Million Dollar Baby” 

 

Picture by John Bradley 

 

 

New Mad Hatter VLQ 

To Compete at Contest 
 

By Dick Zang 

 

Yes, Danbury has a new VLQ (Very Large Quartet) ready to 

compete in the Northeast District Spring Contest on April 18th 

in Holden, Massachusetts. 

 

The VLQ is named Outburst and it includes Danny 

Anderson and Bob Bradley on lead, Andy Bayer on bass and 

the four members of the HatterTones:  Joe Hudson (tenor), 

Dan Griffin (lead), Chuck Kreiger (baritone), and Dick 

Zang (bass).  

 

It‟s not too late to add another baritone or bass to the lineup, 

so step right up.  The more the merrier. 

 

A Very Large Quartet is also known as a “mini-chorus.”  It 

must have at least five members and fewer than 12. 

 

Last year‟s Yankee Division VLQ champion was The Central 

Boys from the Central Connecticut chorus. 

http://www.madhatterchorus.org/
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Bob Bradley Has Nothing to Say  

at Chapter Meeting 
 

By Dick Zang 

 

Danbury, CT – At the March 11 weekly meeting of the 

Danbury Mad Hatter Barbershop Chorus, chapter president, 

Bob Bradley, had nothing to say during the business portion of 

the meeting. 

 

“I have absolutely nothing to say,” said Bob as he stood and 

addressed the chorus.  “Does anyone else have anything to 

share with our members?” 

 

Membership vice president Danny Anderson announced three 

membership renewals for John Bradley (12 years), Don Smith 

(13 years) and Fred Baran (a lot more than the others).  But 

other than that, no one else had input into the chapter‟s 

business discussions. 

 

“I move that we have no business meetings longer than 

tonight‟s,” offered lead Dan Griffin.  Other members nodded 

their agreement. 

 

“This is really a watershed moment,” said baritone John 

Bradley, who is also Bob Bradley‟s brother.  “It‟s the first 

time in the almost 55 years I‟ve known him, that he‟s had 

nothing to say.” 

 

 

 
 

Bob Bradley telling the Mad Hatter chorus he has nothing to 

say at the business meeting, March 11, 2009. 

Picture by John Bradley 

 

 

 

Oooops! 

 

In our March issue in an article about the Mad Hatter Hall of 

Fame, we inadvertently left out the name of one our inducted 

members.  Our apologies go out to Don Sutherland, who was 

inducted in January 2007. 

 

 

New Learning CDs Planned 
 

By Lyle LaPlante 

 

We are about to produce some new learning CDs that will 

include the current repertoire and the next two songs we will 

be introducing (“Chasing Rainbows” and “Hey Look Me 

Over”) This repertoire will fill one CD.  Copies will be made 

for each part, so if you sing bass, you will get a bass 

emphasized CD. 

 

Some members have asked if they can have CDs with all four 

parts.  If you have a computer, you can burn one yourself.  If 

you don‟t, or are technologically challenged, I will make a 

copy for you as a “special order.” 

 

As most of you know, some of the songs on our current CD 

are no longer in the repertoire, and the quality of some is not 

too good.  The new CDs will only include the repertoire songs, 

and most of the low quality ones have been upgraded so that 

you can learn/review them more easily. 

 

As the year goes on, we will probably introduce two or three 

more new songs, and move some of the repertoire to a 

“keeping alive” grouping.  We will explore better ways to 

distribute these new ones via computer, so you can burn 

whatever you need and not have to wait for Bob Golenbock 

and me.  

 

 

Thank You Mad Hatters!!!! 
 

By Bill Manion 

 

I joined the Mad Hatters in 1966, some 43 years ago.  I had 

met a golf course architect by the name of Ed Ryder who also 

liked to sing.  We found that we could duet in a bar and have 

free beers for an evening!  Ed had heard about the newly 

formed Mad Hatters and suggested that we show up some 

evening.  I, too, thought that was a good idea.  We both felt 

that all they could do would be to ask us to leave.  So show up 

we did.    

 

They put Ed in the lead section (eventually he became a 

tenor), and they put me in the bass section.  What I didn‟t 

know was that the gentleman sitting on my left was a baritone, 

and I started following him.  My reaction was obvious – 

barbershop bass is a crazy part that is too high for me!  

Fortunately, they steered me in the right direction after a song 

or two. 

 

Barbershop singing is more than just a hobby for me.  It has 

been the vehicle through which I have met and retained my 

very best friendships.  It has also been the greatest stress 

reliever invented by man.  When I started my company back 

in 1973 and had to put my house up as collateral for a bank 

loan (they wouldn‟t accept the five kids!), I was quite nervous 

and scared, to say the least.   

 

Continued on the next page 
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Thank You 

 

Continued from the previous page 

 

I was directing the chorus at that time and found that my 

efforts on preparation for rehearsals and the marvelous feeling 

that a director gets when the chords ring were better than any 

pill a doctor could prescribe.   

 

I was able to calm down, place things in their proper 

perspective and cope with the challenge of a new enterprise.   

 

Over the years, I was fortunate to be the director of the Mad 

Hatters on three extended stints and to have had a number of 

Board positions as well as various music-related project 

activities.  Getting involved – no, I‟ll say immersed – in our 

singing hobby definitely adds to the pleasure and satisfaction 

that we all share.   

 

So when I read in the last Hatter Chatter that I had been 

elected to the Mad Hatters Hall of Fame, I was completely 

surprised and overwhelmed.  All I have done over the years is 

enjoy myself, given the opportunities afforded to me.   

 

My hat is off to our hobby, our international support 

organization, our district and our chapter members for the gift 

of barbershop singing.   

 

I thank each and every Mad Hatter for the honor you have 

given me and for the grandest memories past, and for those yet 

to be experienced. 

 

 

 
 

Bill Manion (center) with Don Sutherland (left) and Art 

Roberts (right) taking a break before the Mad Hatter’s annual 

show (Phantom of the Barbershop) in 2007 

 

Picture by Terry Dunkle 

 

Quartet Corner 

 

News from our chorus quartets 

 

 

Real Chemistry – By John Bradley 

 

On Friday, March 13, Real Chemistry performed at the Lake 

Carmel Cultural Center in Kent, NY, joining a cast of actors, 

singers and storytellers at Arts on the Lake‟s Irish Open 

Mouth. 

 

After a performance of Samuel Beckett‟s Act Without Words 

II, with Bart Cook and Steve Schreiber, the stage was 

transformed into an Irish pub in Dublin.  Real Chemistry 

played an American tour group stopping by the pub to enjoy a 

Guinness or two.   

 

While in the pub, they performed “My Wild Irish Rose” and 

their Irish pub song, “Coney Island Baby” for the pub‟s 

patrons. 

 

During the evening, Putnam County Executive Robert Bondi 

presented a proclamation to Kent resident Michael J. Gibbons 

who was to be the Grand Marshall of the 2009 Saint Patrick's 

Day Parade in New York City.  Mr. Gibbons is the first 

Putnam County resident to lead that parade. 

 

In addition to Real Chemistry, the Open Mouth featured eight 

singers and six musicians, four storytellers and two mimes.   

 

On Saturday, March 21, the quartet sang at a birthday 

celebration at the TRTFRT Athletic Club in Norwalk, CT.  

The birthday girl, Pat, was wearing a bright green sweater 

decorated by a number of flashing green lights for her 50
th

 

birthday. The quartet sang her three songs, “Love Me Tender,” 

“Happy Birthday” and “Hello, Mary Lou.” 

 

The hall was crowded with well-wishers, good food and drink. 

 

The quartet was asked to sing an Irish song for one of the 

tables, and they responded with “My Wild Irish Rose.”  A 

number of people at the table accompanied the quartet, 

prompting lead Bob Bradley to wonder, “There must be a 

good amount of Irish whiskey in their Cokes.” 

 

Heading north on Route 7 after the gig, the Real 

Chemistrymobile passed one of the insurance giant AIG‟s 

offices, besieged by protesters and camera crews.   

 

The quartet thought about stopping and singing its greedy 

corporate executives song, “Coney Island Baby,” but bass 

Dick Walter was getting hungry and wanted to get home for 

dinner. 

 

Continued on the next page 
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Stories About Songs 

 

By Fred Baran 

 

 

 

When the Red, Red Robin Comes Bob, Bob, Bobbin' 

Along - Words and Music by Harry Woods 

  

When Harry Woods wrote "When the Red, Red Robin Comes 

Bob, Bob, Bobbin' Along," he was trying to make a living as a 

farmer on Cape Cod.   

 

This song, which Sophie Tucker introduced in Chicago in 

1926, got Woods off the land and into the Brill Building, the 

locus for songwriters in New York City.   

 

A year later Woods and his bride, Barbara, were settled in an 

apartment in New York but were having a hard time making 

ends meet.  This inspired him to write "Side by Side," a hit 

that helped their financial situation.   

 

It was followed by such Woods hits as "I'm Looking Over a 

Four-Leaf Clover," "When the Moon Comes Over the 

Mountain," "River, Stay Way From My Door," and "Try a 

Little Tenderness." 

 

 

I've Got a Crush on You - Words by Ira Gershwin and Music 

by George Gershwin  

 

George and Ira Gershwin originally wrote "I've Got a Crush 

on You" for Treasure Girl, a 1928 musical in which it was 

sung as a fairly fast ballad by Clifton Webb and Mary Hay.  It 

was used again in 1930, in Strike Up the Band, and this time it 

was a lively romp, sung and then danced by Gordon Smith and 

Doris Carson, at what Ira called "the fastest 2/4 I ever heard." 

 

The song was then forgotten until Lee Wiley included it in an 

album of Gershwin songs in 1939.  She was the first to sing it 

at a slow tempo but with backing from an all-star jazz band, 

and with Miss Wiley's own astute sense of phrasing, it was a 

very swinging slow tempo.   

 

A few years later, Frank Sinatra recorded the tune, taking his 

tempo cue from Lee Wiley's record, the song became a 

standard, and the slow tempo became established as the proper 

one. 

 

 

Ain't Misbehavin' - Words by Andy Razaf; Music by 

Thomas "Fats" Waller and Harry Brooks 

 

Fats Waller is reputed to have dashed off "Ain't Misbehavin'" 

in 45 minutes.  But, almost always broke, he sold it even 

faster.  In one moment of desperation, he sold his rights to it, 

and to 18 other songs, for $500.  

 

Louis Armstrong introduced "Ain't Misbehavin'" in a 1929 

Broadway revue, Hot Chocolates.  It showed up again on 

Broadway in 1978 in Ain't Misbehavin', a show composed of 

music associated with pianist-composer Waller. 

An Interview with Joe Hudson 
 
Joe Hudson, Mad Hatter music director, recently announced 

he would be involved with the Harmony Society’s Youth in 

Harmony movement, as well as in coaching.  The Hatter 

Chatter caught Joe at a quiet moment, while brushing his pet 

cat, “Harmony,” and asked him the following questions. 

 

HC: What is the Youth and Harmony Movement? 

Joe: The Youth In Harmony Movement is a plan to get more 

youths involved in barbershop chapters. 

 

HC: Who chose you and when? 

Joe: My name was nominated by Bob Bradley, and the the 

President of the Northeast District (NED), Walt Lane, 

contacted me. 

 

HC: What are your duties? 

Joe: I‟m not sure as of right now. I will be sitting down with 

the current Youth In Harmony guy, Ray Johnson, and 

the NED President, Walt Lane, at contest in April. 

 

HC: What are your goals in this position? 

Joe: My personal goals would be to see at least a quartet of 

high school or college age men in each chapter. 

 

HC: How long is your appointment? 

Joe: I‟ll find that out at contest.. 

 

HC: Do you have any other thought or comments about the 

new position? 

Joe: I am still as of right now undecided about the position, 

as I don't want it to conflict with my current position as 

the Director of the Mad Hatters, but hopefully it can 

work out. 

 

HC: And, the other announcement about coaching -- what 

will you be doing as a coach? 

Joe: I will be going to different chapters one night a month 

to work with them on how to sing/perform better. 

 

HC: Is this district or divisional? 

Joe: I believe it is for the Yankee Division. 

 

 

Quartet Corner 

Continued from the previous page 

 

According to tenor Augie D‟Aurelli, “It‟s so nice to hear 

major league baseball on the radio again.” 

 

The HatterTones – By Dick Zang 

 

The HatterTones are busily getting ready for the Yankee 

Division quartet contest to be held April 17
th

 in Holden, MA. 

They will be competing on the same stage as quartets from the 

Patriot Division.  

 

All that is remaining for them is to decide on what to wear and 

what two songs to sing. We‟re thinking about bringing lots of 

sheet music and several uniforms to the warm-up room. 
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Emails to the  

Editors 
 

Please e-mail your questions and comments to either the 

Hatter editor, John Bradley, at jbrad1313@earthlink.net, or 

the Chatter editor, Dick Zang, at jezang@charter.net.  If your 

e-mail appears, you will receive an autographed picture of 

our 2007 Yankee Division Bulletin Editors Award 

 

As a singer, is beer or wine bad for me?  

Billy from Bridgeport 

 

Billy, as we all know, scientists divide everything in the world 

into three categories:  animal, mineral, and vegetable.  Beer 

and wine are not animal, and they are not on the periodic 

table of elements, so that only leaves one thing, right?  And no 

one would argue that vegetables are bad for you.   My advice: 

Have a burger and a beer and enjoy your liquid vegetables. 

 

 

I don‟t remember where I saw the article, but somewhere I 

read that a woman‟s a cappella chorus in Geelong, Australia, 

is selling nude calendars of themselves to raise money so they 

can buy new tiered risers.  Seems that 29 of the 35 women, 

aged from their early 20s to early 80s have volunteered to be 

photographed.  This sounds as it would be a good fund raiser 

for the Mad Hatters.  What do you think? 

Barbara from Brookfield 

 

Barbara, I’m really trying hard NOT to picture it. 

 

 

To Don Smith, the Mad Hatters‟ Sunshine Chairman. I just 

received a birthday card stuffed with amusing cartoons, 

quotations, and other clippings, most of them related to my 

profession and interests.  What a nice thing to do for members, 

and how well you do it, Don! 

Cheers, Terry Dunkle 

 

 

I never sing in front of anyone because I have the worst stage 

fright.  I want to do a song for my choir's show, but I think I 

won‟t be good and that people will laugh when I mess up.  

Can you tell me how to get over it? 

Bonnie from Bethel 

 

Bonnie, I understand exactly how you feel.  It took me a long 

time to get over the fear of making a mistake while singing in 

public.  I finally realized that, most of the time, people would 

have no idea I made a mistake.  Unless they had an intimate 

knowledge of music and the song, they wouldn’t know.   

 

The best advice I ever heard about this is from one of our 

basses and assistant directors, Bill Manion.  He always says, 

if you make a real clunker, look at the person next to you with 

a disgusted look. 

 

Seriously, prepare well, know your music and words, then just 

relax and have fun.  The audience will be with you. 

The Presidentôs Podium 
 

By Bob Bradley 

 
After a shaky start, we are back on track 

for the annual show.  This year it will be 

held at Brookfield HS on the 26
th

 of September.  We have use 

of the school from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm so this gives us a 

good idea of our commitment for that day. 

 

This year I hope to attract more barbershoppers to our show.  

We should all support our neighbors‟ shows.  It is good to see 

what other choruses do and how they run their shows.  It‟s 

also sometimes a way to see great barbershop talent. 

 

I have begun to travel around the Yankee Division, spreading 

joy, and I will continue until I have reached all of the Yankee 

Division choruses.  The hardest to get to is New London, 

which may be an overnighter.  I found a great restaurant in 

Mystic, and I always say I want to go to the sub base but have 

never gotten there.  That‟s “sub” as in the boats – not the 

sandwiches. 

 

This is the time of year when we used to get ready for contest.   

As we are skipping contest this year, we should use the time to 

perfect our skills and treat every performance as though it 

were contest.   

 

Joe D. of the old New York Yankee teams used to say that he 

tried his best on every play, as there might be someone in the 

stands who has never seen him play and he wanted to make a 

good impression.  It should be the same with our singing.  

There may be someone in the audience who has never heard 

us, or never heard Barbershop.  We are ambassadors not only 

for the Danbury Mad Hatters, but for a style of music that we 

wish to keep alive. 

 

WE STILL NEED A PUBLIC RELATIONS PERSON.  

Anyone who knows someone, or if there is a member of the 

chorus who always wanted to work on Madison Avenue, 

please let me know.  Without a PR person, we will soon fade 

away from the public eye. 

 

I spoke with Chris Smith, and she is home and doing well.  

She says she will come by the chorus when she is up to it. 

 

Maggie Seligman, my brother‟s partner, is a talented 

singer/songwriter and just released a new CD.  I expect a rush 

by the chorus members to buy a copy.  I am sure we can work 

out getting it signed for you.  Speak with John. 

 

I am still a grandfather for the first time and the thrill has not 

worn off.  The kid sounds more like a lead every day and can 

hold a note with the best of them.  At one month old he 

already knows the tag from “Marlene.” 

 

We need income and our gigs have slowed up.  Anyone who 

knows a group with money who would like us to sing to them, 

please let Dick Walter know.  We will be starting to sell ads 

for our annual show program sooner this year since the show 

is in September 

mailto:Jbrad1313@earthlink.net
mailto:jezang@charter.net
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The Danbury Mad Hattersô Singing Craft Program 
 

By Bill Manion 

 

 

At the request of Joe Hudson and 

Jimmy Hopper, I have put together 

a 13-week schedule for review of 

our barbershop singing crafts.  The 

intention is to cover one topic at every rehearsal, thereby 

covering each topic four times during a 12-month period. 

 

The program is directly tied to the Danbury Mad Hatter “Sing 

Better/Enjoy More Handbook,” Revision 2, dated March 1, 

2007.   

 

If you want to get a leg up on the craft review, I recommend 

you review the scheduled craft session before each rehearsal.  

I further recommend that you review each craft section on an 

accelerated schedule.  

 

We began the cycle on March 23
rd

 with Craft Session No.1.  A 

description of all thirteen sessions follows. 

 

Session No. 1 – At Home Warm up Exercises 

Four exercises are covered which will prepare your body for 

singing and train your rib cage muscles and abdominal 

muscles for proper breath control.  I recommend doing these 

at least before every rehearsal or singing performance and 

more frequently if you can. 

 

Session No. 2 – Posture/Breathing and Breath Control 

The stance which will keep the singing muscles unstressed 

while we sing will be reviewed and practiced as well as the 

techniques for proper inhaling and body control during 

singing. 

 

Session No. 3 – Vowels 

The position of the tongue, formation of the mouth, and a 

review of the sixteen singing vowel sounds will be covered. 

 

Session No. 4 – Tuning/Balancing 

Tuning of the harmony parts to the melody line and the 

relationship of an individual‟s volume level to the other 

parts as well as within each singer‟s range will be reviewed. 

 

Session No. 5 – Volume Control 

This session will cover how to sing softly and how to sing 

louder while maintaining a sweet sound. 

 

Session No. 6 – Tone Production/Resonance 

This review covers how to generate a pleasing quality by 

understanding how to use the four resonating cavities in our 

heads. 

 

Session No. 7 – Lyric Flow 

A difficult concept to grasp but we will focus on Jim 

Dodge‟s approach to achievement.   

 

Session No. 8 – Unit Sound 

How to achieve the goal of one voice. 

 

Session No. 9 – Intensity 

This covers the method that you should use to put LIFE into 

the presentation of every song that we sing. 

 

Session No. 10 – Stage Presence - Posture and Body Control 

Simply stated, this review will show us how NOT to be a 

distraction to the audience. 

 

Session No. 11 – Stage Presence – Facial Expression 

This covers some Dos and Don‟ts for this most important 

element of stage presence. 

 

Session No. 12 – Stage Presence – Choreographic Tips, 

Entrances, Exits and Bows 

This session reviews what makes any choreography scheme 

work as well as how to present ourselves when we are not 

singing, either before or between songs or after our 

performance is completed. 

 

Session No. 13 – Stage Presence – Showmanship 

What allows some entertainers to capture a stage and an 

audience right from the get-go?  We‟ll review and practice, 

those elements. 

 

I agree – there is a lot to this business of barbershop crafts.  

However, if you approach it in small but consistent 

increments, it will soon become second nature to you.   

 

That won‟t happen just by reading the Handbook. It will 

happen when you spend the time to physically practice the 

written word in the privacy of your own home.   

 

I promise you that 10 minutes a day, three or four days a 

week, will improve your skills dramatically.   

 

Can you imagine if each of us did that, what a beautiful sound 

we would present to our Director?  With the craft basics in our 

command, then Joe can make dramatic strides in our 

presentations.   

 

It‟s a mind-boggling concept. I sincerely urge you to make a 

serious effort to review the crafts at your own speed. Please 

don‟t wait for the weekly sessions to work on the crafts.   

 

I‟m going to practice what I preach.  Every evening at six pm, 

for at least four days a week, I will work on a craft element.  I 

intend to keep a log of what I did and present it to you after a 

few months.   

 

Do you care to join me? 
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The ABCs of Singing, V 
 

By Joe Hudson 

 
It‟s hard to believe, but this is the fifth 

letter covering singing skills to be 

included in the Hatter Chatter.   

 

I know what you all are thinking.  ”What could „E‟ possibly 

stand for?”  Well, it very simple.  „E‟ stands for “Everyone is 

important.”  Didn‟t see that one coming, did you?  But it is 

true. 

 

We have been working very hard for the past few months to 

get that “Danbury Sound” (and can I just say that the Danbury 

Sound gets better week by week).  Everyone is important to 

that sound.  So when one person is missing from a rehearsal or 

performance, we lose the ability to have the true Danbury 

Sound we like. 

 

Also, it is important that each of us realizes that everyone is 

important and that no one person is more important than the 

other.  Everyone matters.  So, if someone is having trouble in 

your section, make the effort to help and not criticize, or 

hinder him in any way. Also, if someone is suggesting 

something, or making a comment, be respectful, and listen to 

him. 

 

Everyone is important also applies to performances as well. 

Without one person there, our sound is thrown off slightly.  

But also, not having people there on time worries other 

people. So, please look at yourself the next time there is a 

performance, sing-out, contest, annual show, etc., and say:  

“Everyone is important, including me!” 

 

So, always remember to: 

 

A:  ALWAYS look the part 

B:  Be prepared 

C:  CHOPPY singing isn‟t barbershop 

D:  Don‟t stop smiling 

And, E:  EVERYONE is important 

 

We are on our way to becoming the best chorus we can be. 

American Harmony, the Movie That 

Will Sweep the Nation! 
 

Many of our older members got their first whiff of barbershop 

harmony watching the Buffalo Bills sing in Meredith 

Willson‟s The Music Man.   

 

Now, a new generation of singers will get to see barbershop 

music in the theater once again, as the documentary known as 

American Harmony enters distribution across the USA and 

Canada this spring.   

 

 

 
 

 

You want to show your friends, neighbors, acquaintances, 

barbershoppers, non-barbershoppers, and everyone this film. 

 

This is a documentary film about the Harmony Society‟s 

quartet contest that features OC Times, Max Q, Reveille, and 

Vocal Spectrum among many, many other barbershoppers, 

and displays the wholesomeness of singing in a Barbershop 

competition.  

 

It is a film you want to see, and you want others to see as well.   

 

To view the trailer, go to: 

 

www.americanharmonythemovie.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The other side of Mt Rushmore 

 

http://www.americanharmonythemovie.com/
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March Board of 

Directors Meeting 

Minutes 
 

 

Submitted by Bob Bradley 
 

Officers Present:  W. Manion, F. Baran, A. Roberts, D. 

Anderson, R. Walter, R. Bradley, L. LaPlante 

 

Members present:  J. Hudson, C. Zlamany 

  

Called to order by R Bradley 6:10 PM, March 3, 2009, at The 

Church of Christ. 

  

Treasurerôs Report:   Motion to accept by W. Manion, 

seconded by F. Baran, passed by all. 

 

Secretaryôs Report:  Our normal scribe was not present.  

Everyone was upset, no one brought a pen. 

 

Membership: Discussed two newer members.  The discussion 

was too intimate to write here.  

 

VP Public Relations:  Don‟t have one, need one badly 

 

Music Committee:  No meeting since last board meeting.  

Blamed it on the snow.  Three of the new songs are coming 

along.  Next song is “I Am Always Chasing Rainbows.” 

 

New Business:  Bill Manion thanked us for putting him in the 

Mad Hatter Hall of Fame while he still is breathing and can 

remember who we are. 

 

Our website will be kept up by Dr. Bob, and Joe Hudson.  

James Hopper is going to Harmony University. in St Joseph, 

MO, this summer. 

 

Joe Hudson announced that he is looking to be active in the 

Northeastern District Youth in Harmony program. 

 

The board discussed adopting a charity.  Vetoed AIG 

Executives Without Bonuses.  We will look for a local group. 

 

Our annual show this year will be on September 26
th

.  We are 

set with Brookfield High School as the venue and our guest 

quartet.  The script committee will meet when they are good 

and ready:  the first meeting is set for the morning of 

September 26
th. 

 

The Music Committee will work on a system to get music to 

new members and new music to old members more quickly. 

 

A discussion was held on adding some past members to the 

Mad Hatter Hall of Fame. Two were suggested:  Joe Tolerico 

and Ed Firmender. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:24. 

Give Your Aging Voice a Clean  

Bill of Health 
 

By Dave Calland 

Vocal Techniques Instructor 

 

How many 75-year-old men do 

you see in the 100-yard dash at the Olympics?  Well… none.  

But in our hobby, senior members can still compete and 

participate if they take proper care of their voices. 

 

Itôs not your imagination ï your voice really does change 

as you age. 

 

The good news for older singers is that studies show that the 

male voice, like fine wine, can get better with age.  It keeps 

maturing until around 45, and with proper care, can remain 

stable until at least age 65 – and sometimes to 80 and beyond! 

 

The not-so-good news is that your voice definitely changes as 

you grow older.  For example, the following ravages on the 

aging voice will make it weaker and less flexible. 

 

 By age 65, the cartilages of the larynx ossify, or turn to less 

flexible bone, which makes your voice less bendable as 

well. 

 

 The cartilages responsible for vocal fold movement become 

less mobile. 

 

 There is a thinning of the fibers in the vocal folds. 

 

 There is often atrophy of the vocalis muscle, which controls 

the flip between head and chest voice. 

 

 Changes to the neurological control of the laryngeal muscles 

can cause bowing (a state where the vocal folds do not come 

together completely).  That gap during vocal production will 

decrease the control and quality of the voice, making it 

sound breathy, rough, horse and softer. 

 

 And, contrary to popular belief, the pitch of the voice tends 

to lower for women and rise for men. 

 

You can minimize the effects of aging 

 

You can‟t merely will away the above changes, but good 

overall vocal health can minimize the negative effects. 

 

 Always use proper vocal technique when you sing or speak. 

 

 Do not smoke.  Moderate your intake of citrus, tomato juice, 

coffee, onions, chocolate, peppermint, garlic, alcohol and 

foods high in fat. 

 

 Drinks lots of water – 64 ounces a day is recommended to 

keep your body and vocal folds properly hydrated. 

 

 Do not overeat or go to bed within two or three hours after a 

meal.  This has been linked to a variety of vocal disorders. 
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   Society and District Notes    
 

 

Anaheim 
 

Our international convention and contest is being held in 

Anaheim this year – and we need you to be a part of it.  Yes, 

it‟s far, and yes, the economy is – well – shall we say “iffy” 

this year.  But you know, you can get a couple of tickets on 

some airline for not too much, the hotel rates are lower than 

they‟ve been in years, (as low as $89.00 for a block hotel) the 

Disney organization is partnering with us to make some great 

times available, and don‟t you need to get away?  Isn‟t your 

stress valve a little tight right now?  I think some time singing 

with Mickey Mouse, all your barbershop friends, and then 

watching the new champs and some old ones is just right for 

you.  AND, if you buy your registrations before March 31, 

you‟ll be automatically entered into a drawing to receive two 

FREE airfares (up to $800.00 value), five FREE room nights 

in a block hotel of your choosing, and two FREE tickets to: 

the World Harmony Jamboree dinner show, the Association of 

International Champions (AIC) show, AND the Harmony 

Foundation International presents show.  Wow!  We‟re 

looking to make the convention a vacation destination as it 

used to be, including lots of stuff to do at Disneyland on 

Tuesday, and lots of stuff to do Wednesday through Saturday 

at the Honda Center – so, please, if you can make it, come on 

along.  . 

 

Webcast 
 

If you are a confirmed no-show for Anaheim, for whatever 

reason, please consider the webcast.  We‟ve lowered the price, 

increased the quality, and are maintaining several choices for 

you, from wide screen dazzle with highest quality sound, to 

audio only.  Whatever fits your budget. 

 

Financial 
 

An EARLY reminder - all U.S. chapters must report to the 

IRS by May 15
th

 each year.  This is the second year that the 

IRS requires reporting for chapters with receipts below 

$25,000; a form 990-N is required.  If your chapter had 

receipts above the threshold for 2008, you will have to file 

either a form 990EZ or 990 along with 990 schedule A.  

Detailed instructions for 2008 will be on the Society‟s web 

site, in the Document Center, under Business Matters as 2008 

IRS Instructions by the end of March.  If you have not thought 

about this, now is the time to get your tax reporting 

information in order. 

 

Financial Reviews 
Also, ALL chapters must complete a financial review for 2008 

by May 15th.  This is not difficult, is not an audit, and merely 

requires a financially savvy independent person to inspect 

your books. 

Please make Nashville aware when you have completed each 

of these requirements. 

 

Sexual Misconduct Insurance 
 

Our Insurance carrier has agreed to provide insurance should 

any sexual misconduct occur during youth festivals, camps 

and other Society sponsored youth events.   What it means to 

you is that counselors and youth workers at a camp or 

workshop will be protected from financial liability, should an 

accusation be alleged.  It also means that in addition to the 

normal screening process for workers, each Society 

representative will have a background check and a test to take, 

provided by the insurance carrier.  James Estes will be brought 

up to speed on the procedures quickly and will ensure that you 

are provided with what is needed. 

 

ASCAP 
 

The situation with ASCAP remains unchanged.  Chapters 

should send a check for the annual minimum of $215 made 

payable to the BHS to our office here in Nashville.  They 

should note on the check the chapter name and chapter 

number.  This is an annual fee, not a per-show fee.  Until such 

time as a chapter's gross ticket sales exceed $42,000 in any 

given year, they will not owe more than the annual minimum.  

ASCAP fees are due after the show is over.  Questions should 

be directed to John Schneider, at his HQ address:  

jschneider@barbershop.org 

 

Singing for Life! 
One of the Aims of the Society is community service.  We 

have many ways to do that across the US and Canada, and one 

of the BEST is the Singing for Life program.  Singing for Life, 

our Society-wide blood drive, was a solid success in 2008, 

with chapters representing close to 6,000 performers across 

North America participating. Over 3,000 units of blood were 

collected with our American and Canadian blood partners. The 

media coverage was equal to, or in some cases better than, the 

coverage markets get during the Singing Valentines campaign. 

In addition, many chapters experienced their first cross-

promotional opportunity with other performing arts 

organizations, and some reported new member prospects as a 

result. The 2009 SFL Project encompasses the entire month of 

May this year, so that chapters have more flexibility in 

planning their events. Please talk about this project with your 

chapter leadership now and let SFL bring joy to your 

community and new potential growth to your chapter. For 

promotional tools and more information, visit:  

www.barbershop.org/blood. 

mailto:jschneider@barbershop.org
http://www.barbershop.org/blood
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              Notes Continued 
 

 

 

 

Associates 
 

The Society welcomes our newest supporters, our Associates, 

and hope that many more women will display an interest in 

this program.  At half the price of Society dues, Associates 

receive:  

 Member pricing on all events, music and merchandise  

 A new lapel pin & kit unique to Associates  

 Limited Ebiz access  

 Access to password-protected content at 

www.barbershop.org  

 Higher inclusion in Society communications and marketing  

 Subscription to the Harmonizer magazine  

 Networking opportunities with other associates and 

members  

 Vested interest in the Barbershop Harmony Society  

 Recognition for recruiting new members into the 

Barbershop Harmony Society 

 

The Society encourages all female directors to be Associates, 

and all male directors to be members, and the payment of 

those enrollment fees are a legitimate chapter expense.  To 

enter and perform in a Society competition, defined as any 

event using Society Judges, a chorus director must be either a 

member (male) or an Associate (female). That is not a 

requirement for any other event. 

 

 

Membership News 
 

The average age of new members recruited since 1/1/2008 is 

  48.2 years old  

 22% were under 26 

 18% were between age 26 and 45 

 64% were between the age of 45 and 65  

 

All members of any age are welcome in our Society, but the 

younger NEW members are, the greater the vitality of the 

Society for all.  Recognize this, focus on it, do all we can to 

build attractive activities within our chapters for men between 

45 and 65 and the others will follow.  

 

Over 41% of our membership renewals for 12/31/2008 have 

been ONLINE.  THIS IS FANTASTIC and we can only hope 

the percentage goes up. It‟s easier, safer and quicker than ever 

before. 

 

If you haven‟t heard, males under 26 years of age, who have 

not been members of the Society, may join for a $10.00 fee 

and NO DUES for their first year.  Dues in subsequent years 

are HALF of normal dues until such time as they reach their 

26
th

 birthday. 

Find Member Proximity Search 
 

Want to find BHS members who might have moved to your 

area but have yet to visit?  Do a search from Find Members > 

Proximity Search (fill in zip code and miles radius).  Invite 

them to a meeting or a show!  Want to try and find some of the 

chapter former members that you are lost?  Do a search from 

Find Members > Proximity Search and UNCHECK the 

"current members" button.  This list will contain both 

deceased and former members at their last known addresses.  

Mail a card to the former members and invite them back for an 

alumni night at your chapter. 

 

 

Update to Record 
 

When Joe Barbershopper has an update to his personal record, 

he can go onto eBiz himself and update it, or his chapter 

secretary or other chapter officers can edit Joe's record for him 

with the updated info.  In that way, the Harmonizer, District 

Bulletins or just other singers will be able to find Joe and he 

won't fade away. 

 

 

CBQC/Youth in Harmony 
 

Registration for the Collegiate Barbershop Quartet Contest is 

now open!  The contest is open to male quartets with singers 

ranging in age from 15-25. Society membership is not 

required.  Quartets can qualify for the International Collegiate 

contest in Anaheim by either having the highest score in their 

district, or by achieving a score of 69%..  All qualifying 

quartets will receive a $1500 scholarship, plus half-price 

International Registrations, plus tickets to the AIC show.  If 

you know of potential groups who would find this a fun 

experience, send them to barbershop.org, (clicking on “Youth 

Zone”) for more information. 

 

Information on this year‟s Harmony Explosion Camps can be 

found on barbershop.org, under “Youth Zone”. A complete 

calendar with dates, locations, and contact information is 

available. 

 

 

Mountain Division Contest 
 

The first convention weekend of the season is done and lots of 

fun was had.  .Saratoga Springs is the 2009 Mountain Division 

Chorus Champion.  CVQ is the Mountain Division Quartet 

Champion, and Men In Black qualified to compete at 

International. Aside from that there were some great changes. 

Each competing chorus received 30 minute coaching sessions, 

Saratoga Springs ran a GREAT hospitality room, and the 

chorus mic testers were a bunch of Joe Barbershoppers that 

wowed the audience with their rendition of Down Our Way 

and Story Of The Rose. 
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NED Board of Directors 

Position Open. 

 

I am writing you tonight because I need to fill a position on 

the NED Board of Directors, the DVP for Membership 

Development.  This position has been vacant since January 

when Mark Morgan resigned due to work-related concerns. I 

have embedded the job description below, as outlined in the 

Ops Code, to give you some idea of the requirements of the 

position.  

 

I would anticipate that it would not require too much actual 

traveling throughout the district, but the DVP-MD might use 

email and/or telephone to communicate with chapters on a 

variety of topics.  He would also be working with the MRRT 

Program, or its successor, to assist chapters in developing 

recruiting and retention programs. 

 

Please contact me right away if you are interested in taking 

over the DVP-Member Services position for 2009.  Thanks. 

 

Walt Lane 

District President, Northeastern District 

518-762-8259 - Cell: 518-441-1758 

 

 

Vice President for Membership Development 
 

The Vice-President for Membership Development (VP-MD) is 

a member of the District Board. His duties include the 

following:  

 

 Provide inspiration and ideas in the District to promote 

membership recruitment and retention of members and the 

formation of new chapters. 

 Use, develop, refine and implement programs that will 

stimulate target-marketed members to join the Society in 

District chapters. 

 Seek out attractive extension sites for new chapters within 

the District and use Society extension programs. 

 Monitor members' perceptions of services provided by the  

District and Society and report these to the Membership 

Development  Committee and Staff liaison. 

 Be responsible for effective communications and promotion  

of District activities through regularly-distributed District 

bulletins, and encouraging development of informative 

chapter bulletins. 

 Liaison between the District and the Society Membership 

Development Committee.  

 Participate in training carried out by the Society 

Membership Development Committee. 

 Chair the district Membership and Outreach Committee.  

 Attend all District Board, District Management Team and 

House of Delegates meetings. 

 

Singing A's Coaching Team  
 

Long term growth and success can only come about when 

coaching is an integral part of your ensemble's culture.  Does 

your quartet see a coach every month?  Does your chorus have 

a coach come in every six weeks? What do you think might 

happen if you did have a coach that closely aligned with your 

ensemble monitoring your growth over a long period of time? 

You got it! REAL IMPROVEMENT!! 

 

The Singing A's team, for those of you who are hearing about 

us for the first time, is a group of men in the Northeastern 

District who have given their time and energy to develop a 

coaching program which, we believe, will take you to these 

new places. We spent three years designing the program and 

are in our eighth functioning year.  We reflect all types of 

backgrounds and include many chorus directors and some 

district champ singers, but all dedicated teachers of the 

barbershop style of singing. 

 

In the past, many of our quartets and choruses have sought 

coaching from men and women outside of NED. These folks 

are all fine coaches and we will never denigrate their efforts. 

But there is a huge difference between coaches from outside 

the district and the Singing A's team and that difference is 

CONSISTENCY. Singing A's took three years of discussion 

before implementation because we wanted to get it right and 

be sure that our ideas were delivered with complete 

consistency. And that message is very simple...Improvement 

comes from a long term commitment to building slowly upon 

a strong foundation of musical fundamentals. There are no 

magic bullets...growth only comes from mastering the basic 

singing skills.  We are in the process of retraining our Singing 

A's coaches and developing new ones and will have their 

training completed by the end of April. At that point we will 

have 20-30 men ready to help you, spread all around NED. 

 

What we are looking for is quartets and choruses to sign up 

with a Singing A's coach (or coaches) for a six month period, 

meeting with that coach once a month.  We have developed a 

curriculum that will make your ensemble better but need the 

time to be sure you are getting it right. And sign up with us 

and you'll get the same message from every coach (we share 

notes with each other!) so you will stay on the same track for 

the entire six months.   If you start in May and have qualified 

for district, your coaching will take you right to the contest. If 

you didn't qualify, you will have taken huge steps toward 

making it in 2010. 

 

Coaching can begin as soon after your division team is trained. 

Drop me a note (jamesdodge@comcast.net) and I'll get the 

ball rolling.  Let's change the coaching culture in NED! Let's 

make singing excellence a part of our culture, no matter the 

current level of your group! 

 

HUMMM-bly, 

Jim 

mailto:jamesdodge%40comcast.net
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Ye Olde Joke Boarde  
 

Submitted by the Unknown Barbershopper 

 

A quartet of Sweet Adeline women barbershoppers and a 

quartet of Harmony Society men barbershoppers are traveling 

by train to a singing event.  At the station, the four men each 

buy a ticket and watch as the four women buy just one ticket. 

 

“How are the three of you going to travel on only one ticket?” 

asks one of the men. 

 

“Watch and learn,” answers one of the women. 

 

They all board the train. The four men take their respective 

seats, but all three women cram into a toilet together and close 

the door. 

 

Shortly after the train has departed, the conductor comes 

around collecting tickets. He knocks on the toilet door and 

says, “Ticket, please.”   

 

The door opens just a crack, and a single arm emerges with a 

ticket in hand.  The conductor takes it and moves on. 

 

 

 
 

 

The four men see this happen and agree it was quite a clever 

idea; so, after the contest, they decide to do the same thing on 

the return trip and save some money. 

 

When they get to the station, the men buy a single ticket for 

the return trip but, to their astonishment, the three women 

don't buy any ticket at all! 

 

“How are you going to travel without a ticket?”  asks one 

perplexed man. 

 

“Watch and learn,” answer the women. 

 

When they board the train, the three men cram themselves into 

a toilet, and the three women cram into a toilet just down the 

way. 

 

Shortly after the train is on its way, one of the women leaves 

her toilet and walks over to the toilet in which the men are 

hiding.  She knocks on their door and says, “Ticket please.” 
 

 

A barbershop baritone decides to go to an exclusive black tie 

restaurant for dinner.  As he approaches the door to the dining 

room, he is met by the maitre d', who explains to him that he 

cannot enter without wearing a tie.  

 

Not having one with him, the baritone returns to his car and 

retrieves a pair of jumper cables from his trunk.  He then ties 

them around his neck and proceeds back to the restaurant.  

 

Upon seeing him again the maitre d' says, "What do you call 

that around your neck?”  The man explains to him that it is all 

he has for a tie.  After much argument from both men the 

maitre d' finally relents and says "Oh all right, I will let you in 

this time, but don't start anything!" 
 

é 
 

A barbershop baritone walked into a doctor's office and the 

receptionist asked him what he had.   The baritone said 

“Shingles.”  So she wrote down his name, address, medical 

insurance number and told him to have a seat.  

 

Fifteen minutes later a nurse's aide came out and asked the 

baritone what he had.  The baritone replied, “Shingles.”  So 

she wrote down his height, weight, a complete medical history 

and told him to wait in the examining room.  

 

A half hour later a nurse came in and asked the baritone what 

he had.  The baritone replied, “Shingles.”  So the nurse gave 

him a blood test, a blood pressure test, an electrocardiogram, 

and told him to take off all his clothes and wait for the doctor.  

 

An hour later the doctor came in and found the baritone sitting 

patiently in the nude and asked him what he had.  He baritone 

said, “Shingles.'”  The doctor asked, 'Where?'  

 

The baritone said, “Outside on the truck. Where do you want 

me to unload 'em??” 

 

 

 

Baritone Facts 
 

Mailing an entire building has been illegal in the U.S. since 

1916 when a man mailed a 40,000-ton brick house across Utah 

to avoid high freight rates. 

 

Most toilets flush in E flat. 
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April Rehearsal Schedule 
 

Submitted by Lyle LaPlante 

 

Here‟s the plan for our April meetings.  We are also hoping to arrange an inter-chapter visit to Bridgeport in April.  If so, we will push 

the regular meeting schedule back a week.  Remember to warm up your voice before you get to the building.  The warmup sessions 

are not only to warm up your voices, but also to warm up your ears for singing together. 

 

On another note (perhaps a B flat since many of our songs are in that key J),  we have scheduled some quartet activities which may 

be converted to sextets.  The newer members that may feel uncomfortable (most of our newer members are leads and basses) would 

sing with one of the more experienced leads and/or basses, thus making a sextet. We want everyone to get the experience of singing in 

a small group. 

 

April 7th
 

 6:00 Board Meeting 

 7:30 Warmups, Craft and Tags 

 8:00 “Breaking Up” (sectionals) 

 8:30 Break – DVD Viewing 

 8: 45 Administration 

 9:00 Polecatting – learn “Sweet Adeline” 

 9:15 “Glocca Morra” with chorus coaching 

 9:40 Repertoire C 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

April 14th 
 6:00 Singing Class 

 7:30 Warmups Craft and Tags 

 8:00 Repertoire D 

 8:30 Break – Performances by the quartet and VLQ 

   going to contest 

 8:45 Administration 

 9:00 Dueling Choruses 

9:15 Review “Million Dollar Baby” and “Glocca  

   Morra” 

 9:30 “Breaking Up” – chorus coaching 

 9:45 Review “I Would Kiss You Through the 

   Screendoor but It‟d Strain Our Love” 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

April 21st 
 6:30 Music Committee (If no meeting, Singing Class 

   will begin at 6:00. Stay tuned) 

7:30 Warmups Craft and Tags 

8:00 Introduce “Chasing Rainbows” (bring Kleenex) 

8:30 Break (DVD viewing) 

 8:45 Administration 

 8:55 Polecatting – Learn “Heart of My Heart” 

 9:15 Repertoire E  

 9:45 Pickup quartets (or sextets) on a Repertoire D 

   song 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

April 28
th

 
 6:00 Singing Class 

 7:30 Warmups Craft and Tags 

 7:50 Quartetting (or sextetting) on the three new 

   songs 

 8:15 Repertoire A with sectionals as needed 

 8:45 Break – DVD Viewing 

 9:00 Administration 

 9:15 Polecat quartetting on any of the last four songs 

 9:30 Learn the intro to “Chasing Rainbows” 

 9:50 Quartetting on “Glocca Morra” 

 10:00 KTWWS 

 

 

Current Repertoire 
 

 

Group A 

 Always 

 I Believe 

 I Feel a Song Coming On 

 Thanks for the Memory 

 You Make Me Feel So 

   Young 

 

Group B  

 Cabaret 

 God Bless America 

 I‟ll Be Seeing You 

 I‟m Sitting on Top of the  

    World 

 I Found a Million Dollar 

   Baby 

 

Group C 

 Lord‟s Prayer 

 Old St Louie 

 Sh-Boom 

 The Star Spangled Banner 

 How Are Things in Glocca 

   Morra 

 

Group D 

 Amazing Grace 

 Over the Rainbow 

 Please Mr Columbus 

 What‟ll I Do? 

 

Group E 

 America the Beautiful 

 

 Don‟t Blame Me 

 Heart 

 Let There Be Peace on Earth 

 There is Nothing Like a 

   Dame 

 

In progress 

 Breaking Up Is Hard To Do 

Billy Broke My Heart at  

   Walgreens and I Cried All 

   the Way to Sears 

 

Coming next 

 I‟m Always Chasing  

    Rainbows 

 Hey, Look Me Over 
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The Danbury, CT Chapter SPEBSQSA 
PO Box 5149 

Brookfield, CT 06804-5149 

 

President:    Robert Bradley  

Musical Director:   Joseph Hudson  

Assistant Director:   Jim Hopper  

Assistant Director:   Don Sutherland  

Assistant Director:   Bill Manion  

Membership VP:   Danny Anderson  

Public Relations VP:   Vacant  

Music VP:    Jim Hopper  

Secretary:    Robert Golenbock  

Treasurer:    Dick Walter  

Member at Large:   Fred Baran  

Member at Large:   Art Roberts  

Member at Large:   Bill Manion  

Program Committee 

 Chairman  Lyle LaPlante 

Uniform Chairman:   Joseph Hudson  

Harmony Foundation  

Chairman:   Danny Anderson  

Music Librarian:   Chuck Kreiger  

Sunshine Chairman:   Don Smith 

Package Show Chairman:  Dick Walter  

Chorus Manager:   Robert Golenbock  

 

The Hatter Chatter 
 

John Bradley, Hatter editor  Dick Zang, Chatter editor  

46 Worthington Court   2 Camelot Crest  

Lake Carmel, NY 10512   Sandy Hook, CT 06482  

Jbrad1313@earthlink.net  jezang@charter.net 

 

Proofreader:  Miss Taralily 

 

The editors of the Hatter Chatter welcome submissions from 

all chapter members and friends of the Mad Hatters. E-mail, 

mail, paper airplane us your thoughts, observations, 

opinions, singing tips and whatevers, and weôll turn them 

into Pulitzer Prize copy  

 

 

April Milestones 
 

Birthdays 

4 – Patricia Griffin 

11 - Robert Golenbock 

12 – Carl Zlamany 

15 – Bill Keenan 

27 – Ronnie Fehling 

28 – Don Sutherland 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

14 – Fred and Vera Baran 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Spring Regional Convention:  Patriot Division Contest 

& Yankee Division Contest, April 17-18, 2009 Holden, MA.  

Host Chapter - Worcester, MA.  Go and support the 

HatterTones! 

http://www.nedistrict.org 

 

A Barbershop Cabaret Night:  Waterbury Derby 

Valley Chordsmen, Saturday, May 23, 2009.  Cocktails 

(Cash Bar) Hors d'oeuvres and Silent Auction, 6:30- 7:30 pm, 

Buffet Dinner, 7:30 pm Show, 8:45 pm.  Tickets $30.00 

available at the door, or reserve in advance: 860-945-1080 

 

Poughkeepsie Newyorkers Annual Show:  May 31, 

Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center, 12 Vassar Street, 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

http://newyorkerschorus.org 

 

Danbury Mad Hatter Chorus Annual Show – 

September 26, Brookfield High School, Brookfield, CT.  

Guest quartet:  Lunch Break.   

 

 

 

April 2009 
Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun 

  1 2 3 4 5 

 

6 7 

6:00 Board 

Meeting 

7:30pm 

Chorus 

Meeting 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 

6:00 

Singing 

Class 

7:30pm 

Chorus 

Meeting 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 

6:30 Music 

Committee 

Meeting 

7:30pm 

Chorus 

Meeting 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 

6:00 

Singing 

Class 

7:30pm 

Chorus 

Meeting 

29 30    

 

mailto:Jbrad1313@earthlink.net
mailto:jezang@charter.net
http://www.nedistrict.org/
http://newyorkerschorus.org/

