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’ . . “Bravo,” boomed music directo
SantasSeven81_11ga_ndShlverat they'd be able to sing for th
Treenghtlng and smiled, two things we hayv
was able to take a much neede
By John Bradley
Kent, NY — Seven Mad Hatters braved the wind, the rain and
the late autumn cold to sing at the Lake Carmel Parks
Department“s Christmas Tree
30, in Lake Carmel, NY
Dubbed “The Few, The Faithfu =
chorus*®s musi c director, Jog
Christmas carols to the small audience crowded inside a tent
until Santa Claus arrived, carrying a bag full of candy canes
for the kids, both young and old.
Santa (chorus president Bob Bradley) joined the jolly group in
singing “We Wi sh You a Merry
was lit.
“Thi s i s a very ni ce communi ty Lyl e
LaPl ant e. “Too bad the fire baneF@/v,TheFagthfubandzttho%J@wn%%aréta tent |
rain. l“d like to get my hands war m,,PlcturebyJonBrad
According to Sant a, “Ho Ho Ho m I l eft the reind
home and got here by heate d pol i ce car . " s Gh@,pteaf lPI’@de&nt to Serve as
at the North Pole."”
Yankee Division Manager
. Bob Bradley, the Mad Hatter Chorus chapter president, was
Mad Hatters Entertalned by appointed by Northeast District president Walt Lane at
Meadow R|dge Residents August “ s Ho tessneeting, fto sebve ds ehey 2009
Yankee Division Manager. His duties are to work with the
Georgetown, CT — In a stunning role reversal, the Danbury chapters in t_he di_vision on all aspects Of. c_h_apter operations
Mad Hatters asked residents of the Meadow Ridge Continuing and to coordinate inter-chapter division activities.
Care Retirement Community to sing to the chorus at the d leu b
group*s fourth wvisit t his yeAé G Coyf 'Pﬁ TlP "$8nrfsta§a{ted1|
December 13. some chapters are domg Wel such as Manchester,
Poughkeepsie, Danbury and Hartford, while others, such as
“ u hav verage i 80's and pne lot pf
We"“ve been her S0 many t|m W@E”g%a@% ﬁgSﬂ %gr 'E%d R
our songs be tter than we ér:l% hapt%rsh%J taSLI'th'E)I an mjaqu B c

Bradl ey. “1 thbdkjbhey d|d a memie
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Mad Hatter is 2009 Yankee Division
Manager
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by about 10 percentthispast year .
“I'n addition, I would 1ike
the chapters,” Bob

regular basis, let each other know what we are up to. We have
to get to know each other. We run as separate little entities
with little knowledge or concern of what happens on a district
or even on a division | evel
Bob “We shoul d

stated, know

We should have inter-chapter events and we should be able to
hel p

each ot her i n some

A Little Sunshine
Needed

Kris Smith, the wife of Mad Hatter
Sunshine Chairman Don Smith, is
spending a couple of weeks in the
Putnam Hospital Center in Carmel,
NY, suffering from a clogged artery that has made it painful
for her to walk. We all wish her a speedy recovery.

Bob Bartley is Recovering at Danbury Hospital — By Fred
Baran

On Saturday December 20, chorus quartet Rare Occasion
visited Danbury Hospital to sing a half dozen songs for Bob
Bartley, one of the few remaining charter members of the Mad
Hatter Chorus. Bob became an inactive member about two
years ago. In October, he had a stroke and has been
recovering at Danbury Hospital. He will be there until
approximately the end of December, when he will move to a
rehabilitation facility.

I am happy to report that Bob seems to be recovering nicely
and was happy to see us and hear a little barbershop harmony.
We ask that you all keep him in your prayers. | didn't
recognize him, because since | first met him in 1981, he
always had a full beard and mustache, but is now clean-
shaven.

Bob was a member of the Danbury chapter's first quartet, The
Nutmegger Four, with Sid Greer, Ray Wixted and Paulie
Wallick.
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Quartet Corner

News from our chorus quartets

for
District"s ember shi as,. one
" 6n December 6, ﬂ]eal r(Ighemlstry jomecfJ the ?estlvsltlesq‘or tﬂe

our

Haml et of Car mel ( NY)" an@ial vi c

bet we

shoul d, on
evening at t

where, between sips of hot chowder and bites of cookies and
other homemade goodies, we sang Christmas carols as Santa

o and bunches of kids enjoyed old fashioned hayrides.

ﬁhGézlSn ouréloo?tétﬂted gstjoHr%eg dgwn Glgnﬂda ngnue 8, e
part 0 the “Parade o Lig
representing a wide variety of organizations and community
groups. At 8:15, Santa made another appearance on a nearby

rooftop as decorative lights on the nearly 100 trees along the
lake were lit.

h t

But, by the time the lights were lit, | was already in a warm
car recovering from near frostbite.

The quartet ended its evening behind the Historic Putnam
County Courthouse, singing its icicles hanging off the
eyebrows song, “Coney |Isl and

According to Real
was a lot less wind than in previo u s

Chemi stry
years."”

Real Left to

Chemistry.
Dick Walter, John Bradley. Picture by Terry Dunkle
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Rare Occasion — By Fred Baran

On Thursday, December 3rd, right before our normal quartet
rehearsal, we stopped by the Church of Christ to attend a
memorial service for Cassandra Bourne, a longtime member
who had passed away, and for whom we had performed a
singing valentine earlier in the year. At the dinner after the
ceremony we sang “Amazing
Down Chariot?” in honor of
was always singing.

On Saturday, December 5th, we sang at the New Milford

Historical Society, at a fund raising benefit. We sang for

approximately two hours, using over 25 songs from our

repertoire, including “1
Christmas Song’
strolled between the three main rooms of the museum and
found the acoustics to be very favorable.

Over the course of the evening, we estimate that we sang to
over 100 people, some of whom seemed to really enjoy our
performance and followed us from room to room. We passed
out business cards for both the quartet and the chorus and hope
that we might have generated some new gigs and some
possible new members. What made the evening even more
enjoyable, was that it was a wine tasting party with delicious
hors d'oeuvres that we were also able to enjoy.

We then drove from New Milford to Newtown to sing a few
songs at the holiday party of the Center for Pediatric
Medicine, Robert's (lead Robert Golenbock) practice, held at
the home of one of his partners. In a room full of
pediatricians, it was not unusual to find several infants in their
mot her “s ar ms. The little
it brought a smile to us and to many others in the room.

On Tuesday evening, December 9th, we sang at the Danbury
Plaza Hotel (the Old Sheraton at Exit 2) for a professional
group, the Society of Human Resource Managers of Western
Connecticut (SHRMWC). Our performance lasted about an
hour and forty-five minutes, and we sang a mix of Christmas
songs, Broadway show tunes and other favorites from our
repertoire. The audience was very appreciative of our music,
and we received a request to sing at an anniversary party in
August in Rocky Hill, CT.

We demonstrated some of the basics of barbershop by using
the "Trees” tag to the
performed. We ended the evening singing for another couple
of hours at our regular Tuesday night chorus rehearsal.

On Wednesday, December 10th, we sang at the annual
Christmas Party for the staff at Danbury Hospital. We sang in
the cafeteria, for over an hour, as an endless line of hospital
employees passed our station and seemed to enjoy the sound
that we were putting out. Many of the staff knew Robert, and
some asked if singing was his true profession.

(“Chestnuts”

~
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We had a wonderful time singing practically non-stop for a
great group of people who do wonderful work.

We also met and exchanged songs with a mixed quartet of
young singers from New York, who were professional actors
and singers, also hired to perform at the event. They sang a
jazz tune, in the style of the Fifth Dimension after we did our
version of *“Swing Down

We were hired to sing at this event by Phyliss Zappala, the
Human Resources Manager at Danbury Hospital, who had
heard us perform, at an earlier engagement. Phyliss formerly

musi c

On Saturday, December 13th,we performed with the Chorus at
Meadow Ridge, an assisted living facility in Georgetown, CT,
for our fourth performance of the year there. We sang three of
our Christmas songs, plus an up-tempo number. We were
$a8 to skt @UNEId frikn@ TBravé® thfthe &uidieAt@ Sie hope
thatawB tklped DAY ia fitt Chdhiasiciedr #& 8u friends at
Meadow Ridge.

Since we were already in the Holiday Spirit, we then traveled
to Bethel, CT. to sing at the Christmas party of the Church of
Christ, held at the Lance residence, where we had sung for
their past few holiday parties and where the food and
refreshments were plentiful and most enjoyable.

We then traveled to Newtown to sing at Dr. Bauta's annual
Christmas Party, where we entertained about 50-60 of his
guests and enjoyed the excellent food and beverages that were
served. This was our third year singing for this wonderful
group of people and we felt right at home singing Christmas
songs and other favorites from our repertoire, in front of a
roaring fire, to a very appreciative audience.

On behalf of Rare Occasion, "We wish you a Merry Christmas
enjoy our

Rare Occasion. Left to right: Jim Hopper, Bill Manion,
Robert Golenbock, Fred Baran. Picture by Terry Dunkle
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December Board of Directors
Meeting Minutes

Submitted by Robert Golenbock

Meeting called to order by President and Culmination of all
Knowledge, Robert Bradley, at 6:03pm on December 2, 2008,
at the Church of Christ.

SECRETARY"S REPORT was
approve by F. Baran, second by W. Manion. Approved.
TREASURER"S REPORT: We ar
approve by F. Baran, second by R. Golenbock. Approved.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Three guests showed up for guest
night. Two are planning to return.

VP PUBLI C RELATI ONS: We
people who can do flyers, call newspapers, do ads for
Val entine"s Day, do ad p
prepare the show booklet.

MUSIC COMMITTEE: We are on record for applauding the
effectiveness of Joe" s re
The Committee is also recommending working on a single
song in sectionals every week. New songs have been chosen
for 2009. We may not get to all of them. The Board is in
agreement for using the money we would otherwise spend on
contests for coaches. Some people known to the Board are
being contacted. To streamline the sessions, we will make a
list of the deficiencies that have been pointed out to us in
contest and also send a copy of our DVD.

The Scottlsh "Auld Lan
hande é} Whidht is also aml)g

e
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By Fred Baran

Auld Lang Syne - (Words by Robert Burns; Music

Traditional)

.can be translated as "old long

wa9 B puﬁlrﬂ; it. For most

people, New Year's Eve just isn't complete without the singing

of, "Aqu Lang Syne," thanks to Guy Lombardo and His Royal

S tCénédl ns, wh8 Illrs\f Fﬂag)e& it on thel'Qebv Y& Evd rRdio

broadcast in 1929. The song is New Year's Eve, with the
special memories it evokes for each individual.

The words were adapted in the late 18th century by Scottish

oet Robert Burnsé%om traditignal Scattish, songs, but the

ne e Bompbsd of'th® Mefody “isCublkhofrl. E6r decadle® people
have agreed that it makes a bonny way to close the "old long

rep 395"30 ChridtMastin® nfl ushd? in ?neChSpQ}%rﬂi Fesolutloﬂs

of a brand-new year.

C €N ihe staf ébé%éleﬂ Bannér Q\ﬁopd?bg/ Fhaflcis Scolt Rey hnigqu

On the morning of September 13, 1814, during the War of
1812, Francis Scott Key boarded a British warship in
Chesapeake Bay under a flag of truce. His mission was to
secure the release of a civilian held prisoner, but once aboard
he was unable to leave because the fleet had begun its attack
on Fort McHenry.

) The Eombard nt lasted 25 ours When the smoke had
ELD BUﬁI NESS: \IN? abre SChehdUIeaear(ll;nef olihgShornihy e fookedﬁ fo fdtQd” |
how where Wwe e or when W, hat Rad ot sitréhdefdc® that "ouPrthd wasSBin U 2
Show talent includes the Honeymooners and Lunch Break. there."

We will try to get the Governor (or possibly Mayor Boughton)
to do a cameo.

Our Annual Dinner is tentatively on January 30, 2009.

NEW BUSINESS: We need First Night Flyers and
Val entine"s Day ads.

Bill Manion has suggested we adopt a local charity every year
and put on a benefit show. The charity will arrange the benefit
and the show, we will perform for the publicity value, and
they will get the proceeds. Robert Golenbock will contact the
News Times about a tie-in with the newspaper.

MEMBERS PRESENT:Carl Zlamany

OFFICERS PRESENT: J. Hudson ex-officio, D. Anderson, F.
Baran, R. Bradley, R. Golenbock, J. Hopper, W. Manion, A.
Roberts, R. Walter

Next meeting on January 5, 2009. Motion to adjourn by A.
Roberts, seconded by R. Golenbock. Approved at 7:08pm.

Key began scribbling a poem and completed it by the time he

got to shore. Initially printed as "The Defence of

Ft. McHenry™ (to the t@wmeae, d) 6 “
title was later changed to "The Star Spangled Banner." On

March 3,1931, it became our official national anthem.

I Found a Million Dollar Baby - Words by Billy Rose and
Mort Dixon- Music by Harry Warren

In 1932, using "million dollar" as an adjective in singing about
one's beloved, and then putting her in the lowly surroundings
of a five and ten cent store, was the kind of contrasting that
could be well appreciated by a country in the grips of the
Depression.

First sung by Fanny Brice and other principals in the revue
Crazy Quilt, the jaunty piece was later interpolated in the
movie Million Dollar Baby.



The President’s Podium
By Bob Bradley
Hope you all had the best of holidays.

Wh at are our New
have some ideas.

May the leads remember to sing on key.
Think high on every note - except those
where you think low. We will all resolve not to think less of
lead manhood if we sing like tenors.

Resolution for tenors: Always think overtone and sing to it —
sparkle and ring.

Basses must resolve to sing like leads only louder. Resolve
not to yell at pickups.

Baritones resolve to wear proper uniforms and to show up at
the proper location to sing.

We all must resolve to listen to Joe and to follow him no
matter if we agree or not. We all must resolve to start and stop
at the same time. We all must resolve to try and breathe at the
same place. We all must resolve to spend just a little time on
our music during the week. And, we all must resolve to show
some signs of life as we sing to an audience. A change in
expression does wonders to let the public know you are alive
and not just a prop.

The operative word in |ive
A recent review in the New York Times of the Tony Bennett
concert went on and on about his perfect use of his hands to
express what he is singing. The audience should get an idea of

what mood we are creating by how we look. | did not know
t hat l ooking constipation
create.

Good news about Bob Bartley. He seems to be improving . A
wish from all of us that 2009 be a good year for him and
Joanne.

The annual installation dinner is scheduled for the Hearth at
7:00 PM on Friday, January 30"™. This year we have the usual
menu: prime rib at $26.00, stuffed shrimp at $24.50, Boston
scrod at $22.50. and chicken at $21.00. | will begin to take
orders ASAP. This is always a nice event, and | look forward
to seeing all of you.

Now that | am a Northeast District Board member as Yankee
Division Manager, | have a neat oath | have been given that |
can use to install officers. Lucky are you guys to have a big
wheel with you who has to pay for his own dinner. Wives and
friends and kids are welcome as this is a social event more
than anything.

Hope we all resolve to have a wonderful 2009, to sing well
and have fun. We are the only chorus in the Yankee Division
to add members in 2008. We must be doing something right.

Yea

pe

Emails
to the Editors &%
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Please e-mail your questions and comments to either the

atter editog, Jofyn glqy &t jragd1313@earthlink.net, or
the C%atter edltor |cr£‘ ang, at jezang@charter.net. If your
e-mail appears, you will receive an autographed picture of
our 2007 Yankee Division Bulletin Editors Award.

Since some of you guys sing very high notes, | thought you
might be able to help me. Is there any special technique,
method, etc. to developing a strong falsetto voice? | have
been appointed a high harmony part by my band mates and
would appreciate any help on this you could offer so | don't
hurt myself. Thank you.

Nappo from Newtown

Nappo (are you a descendant of one of the Marx Brothers?),
estrogen treatments might help, as well as a band mate with
size 12 steel-toed boots. Apply judiciously just before a gig.

Seriously, this is an interesting question because it parallels a
conversation | had with a chorus mate not long ago. | did a
little research into this. The best advice | found, and the way |
have worked to strengthen my falsetto, is to try to imitate some
song that you've heard sung that way. If you can't think of
one, buy a Four Seasons CD. 1 sing with old Johnny Mathis
recordings while in the car.

~Lasier at a low

§ta1rt b¥ ﬂpglrﬁg Cqtﬁ_uetly falsetip co\m%s

I$ | singing
natural Most people | dve
it. But, once you get the hang of it, you'll find you can switch
easily between falsetto and your normal voice. Then, when
you've got the ability to sing falsetto quietly, increase the
%olum slowly (yvghdtlme ywewill gu}ldethe qovye&qf )ﬁ)lﬂ’ t
alsetto voice.

Imagine having a lot of empty space in your head (very easy
for me to do), and fill it. Then imagine filling the space in the
room. Keep everything open. Once you have the falsetto,
start at the top and slide down into your chest voice. Pretty
soon you should be able to do the reverse, and connect the
head voice, chest voice, and falsetto.

I know that in an all-male barbershop quartet, the high part is
the tenor, the low is the bass, the lead sings the melody and the
baritone fills in the harmony where needed. In a male/female
mixed quartet, who sings which part and why? My wife and |
have been thinking about starting a quartet with another
couple.

Bill from Bridgewater

Bil, generally, mixed quartets work better with a male voice
on lead and bass and a female voice on baritone and tenor.
Any combination can work, but this is usually the most
successful combination if you want to sing barbershop.

Continued on the next page
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Continued from the previous page

The reason for this lies in the structure of the barbershop
chord. The lead and bass lines have most of the roots and
fifths of the chords, which need to be dominant. The thirds
and sevenths of the chords are assigned (most of the time) to
the tenor and baritone (bari). This is why directors are
always telling the tenors, "lighter, not louder."

The baritone part is a little more complicated. When singing
below the lead, the bari needs to "fill" the gap between bass &
lead with a bigger sound than when above the lead, which
calls for a lighter, more tenor-like sound. A coach at
fibar

Harmony College introduced our quartet to th e
years

coneodo so0me ago.

Lead/Bari

Bari/Lead

Bass

It's a fact of physics that a sound wave has more waves per
second on a high note than on a low note, so a high note
carries more. Therefore, you need your stronger voices on the
low bass and on the melody (which should, of course, be more
easily heard than the baritone).

When deciding which part an individual should sing, it is as
much the vocal "timbre" (light/dark/light/laser/fuzzy, and
general blending capabilities) as the actual range of the voice
which determines which barbershop part is appropriate.

As Pee Wee Herman woul d
t h i sTRedignificance is, to achieve the reinforcement of
sound necessary for barbershop harmony (which results in
wonderful overtones), the root and fifth of the chords
(commonly sung by lead and bass) need to be predominant,
and the thirds and sevenths (nearly always sung by the
baritone and tenor) more in the background. This fits in
naturally with the volume/power levels of most male & female
voices as a rule

No ice here in Florida. | did not get a chance to say goodbye
before we left. Any Mad Hatter who comes to South Florida
this winter, please feel free to give me a call and visit if you
have time. Our Hurricane Harmonizers meet in Boca on
Monday nights. | would be glad to have you come with me
for a rehearsal. My Florida phone number is 561-734-7554
and my cell is 914-420-7233. My email address is
edfeinberg@prodigy.net. Our home is in Valencia Isles in
Boynton Beach. | look forward to hearing from "you all" (or
youse guys, for us New Yorkers). See youse guys in March.
Ed Feinberg

ber

ask,

The Director’s Den

By Joe Hudson

As | am typing this article, | am sitting in my office looking
out my window at the scenery of this new winter. There is no
snow, it is a peaceful
a year this has been!

I am looking back at all of the events from this past year.
January brought us an Installation Dinner where we
introduced our new officers for the year 2008.

shop

We also had a coaching session in January with a great man,
Mr. Raymond Schwartzkopf. In that coaching session, he said
some things that this chorus has taken to heart over the last
yearr Make the songs about
let your mind get caught up in all the technical stuff, just sing.
Know t he mel ody, ot her wi
harmonizing with.

February.. What a mont h!

out all day and some at night delivering over 60 Singing
Valentines. On February 19, we had a guest night in which
we had four guests, three of which signed up with us (Dickson
DeMarche, Hank Williams and Arnie Rosenberg).
Preparations for Divisional contest were on their way that
month, as contest was a little bit earlier than normal this year.
February also saw the return of our Sunshine man, Don Smith.

March came in with a bang (which is similar to coming in like
a lion) as the Danbury Mad Hatters received a score of 62.5
and won the Most Improved Chorus award, as well as the
Small Chorus Championship, and placed third overall at the
Yankee Division Contest on March 15, 2008 (This is a day |
will never forget). This put us just six points behind
Poughkeepsie and 55 points behind Manchester. That was

inMdlssivet dhe Hatteln @hattsr ialgp redeifed tbedighcanorso f

in the Yankee Division.

April saw us preparing 15 different scripts in preparation for
our Annual Show. Joe West, our emcee, came in and
rehearsed with the chorus a few times, so he would not
surprise us with his antics. We began selling tickets,
preparing songs, selling ads, everything you NEED to do
before an Annual Show like ours. We also were finalizing
plans for our two guest quartets, Reveille and The Ringtones.

In May we had the annual show of all annual shows. We
made fun of everyone, the mayor of Danbury, ourselves, Paris
Hilton, as well as many others. People who were in the
audience said they loved the first half of the show, and could
not wait for the second half. May also brought us the Hatter
Chatter BOTY (Bulletin Of The Year) award for the Northeast
District. May also saw us do three chorus performances.

Continued on the next page
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The Director’s Den The Few, the Faithful, the Foolish

Continued on the previous page By Joseph P. Hudson
The summer months saw the Mad Hatters relaxing a little bit, Proud Director of the Danbury Mad Hatter
but we still performed here and there around the area. The Barbershop Chorus

HatterTones and Jimmy Hopper were rehearsing for The
Music Man at Musicals at Richter. In June, we had our next

guest night, which gave us five guests, a couple of whom have », Twas a few nights after Than
become members. And all through the town
Everyone was inside
In July, I experienced one of the best things a barbershopper For the rain was coming down
can experience: Harmony University. Harmony University is
a weeklong, barbershop-filled event of classes where one can In an office without a care
learn the art of barbershop, the history of barbershop, how to Where the warm-ups started
be a better singer and how to be a better director, among many The seven of us there
other great things. | learned and sang with the best people in Could not be thwarted

the Society. I highly recommend going!
The seven singers

In September, the chorus learned The Star-Spangled Banner, a Were a lead and three basses
song we will be able to use throughout the whole year A tenor as a ringer
whenever asked. It also saw us singing on a float in a parade Two baritones knew their places
for the first time. That month brought about the birth of the
Program Committee, and more rehearsals for District Contest We sang in the rain
in Lowell, MA. As we waited
The cold brought some pain
In October we went to the District contests. First of all, Our songs..no one hated
congratulations to Lee Smeriglio for coming in, learning the
songs quickly and joining us at his first contest. The contest And so to the men
was a good and bad experience at the same time. We sang Who came out in the fright
like we never had before on that stage. However, some issues I say with this pen
at the beginnings of the songs brought us our downfall. After Singing with you was a great delight.

seeing the video afterwards, | AM NOT ASHAMED OF
HOW WE DID AND NEITHER SHOULD YOU BE.

November was a busy month, as it saw the Music Committee
choosing the songs the chorus will learn over the next year.
Oh yes, we have all the songs for 2009 chosen!

November also saw us practicing our holiday carols, and
beginning the newest songd in
Found a Million Dollar Baby. ”

Which brings us to now, a new year. After looking back at the
HUMUNGOUS number of things we did over 2008, we can
only hope for a year equal to, and better, than this one.

I would like to say welcome to all of our new members: Craig
Johnson, John Downey, Lee Smeriglio, Ted Martin, Dickson
Demarche, Arnie Rosenbrg, Hank Williams, and to the former
member who came back to us, Don Smith. Thanks to those
who have been guests for a while and are thinking of joining !
us. | apologize for not learning your names yet, but believe :

me, | will. A thank you to the wives of the Mad Hatters, for h d f f . K
without their support, we woulc]—r{ee'ﬂla Igagers%anq[(’aﬁvyungﬁnfegjoy%srn_ at hol
Finally, a great big thanks you to all of the members in the Inside the tent at the'Kent, NY,'Christmas tree Iighting.

chorus for being very helpful, supportive and hard working,
for that is what it will take to improve in 2009. Let us keep up
the good work.

Picture by John Bradley

Yours in joy and harmony.



Craft Notes

Learn the Secrets of Stage Presence

I came across this blog entry on Indie-Music.com the morning
after a chorus rehearsal during which Bill Manion spoke of
our chorus®"s stage
scene is a long way from barbershop, but it seems it shares at
least one issue with us.

Many musicians spend years without giving their stage
presence a single thought. After all, it's all about the music,
right?

Yes, but... The way the band looks on stage plays a huge part
in capturing the attention of the audience. The visual image
you project matters. The eyes, as well as the ears, need to be
satisfied if an audience member is to become a fan.

You can see this at work with every successful musical act.
The way the group looks and acts on stage affects the way you
experience the music. The greatest artists capture your
attention through their sheer power as performers. Think
Tina Turner - her presence and image are hugely important in
her popularity.

One common misconception among musicians is that "stage
presence” means dressing, moving, and acting in an unnatural
way. This need not be so. In fact, the best "image" of all is
one that is truly YOU, truly original. Don't feel that just
because "all" guitarists jump around, you have to follow suit.
Style comes from learning to express your true self in front of
your audience, combined with the confidence of experience.

CLOTHES: It's not necessary to dress in matching costumes
(which does work for some bands!), but be sure to project the
band's "vibe" in the clothing you wear on stage (or in photos).
It's great to be extravagant, which makes you memorable. But
it's also OK to be subdued if that's your style. Just make sure
you are comfortable in the clothes.

ATTITUDE: The most important thing here is just to HAVE an
attitude, some kind of attitude. Nothing is more boring when
watching a band than to see musicians standing up there
doing... nothing. To continue your image building, your
attitude should match the style of your music. (Folk Singers
are usually "polite”, hard rockers "rowdy", Goth bands
"serious”, etc., but like all rules, this one can be broken.) Do
ANYTHING except stand there staring at the floor. Move
around, dance, mosh, jump, whatever.

WORKING THE AUDIENCE: Make sure you interact with
your audience. Make friends with them. Look at them, talk to
them between songs, tell jokes, give away drinks or CDs.
Don't have those dreaded silent minutes when the audience is
waiting while the bassist tunes.

pr edvsicc e,

Say something witty instead. Be the life of the party. Also work
the crowd between sets.

or | ack of it The I ndi
LIGHTING & STAGING: Another visual addition to add
interest to the show and draw in the listeners. You can use
creative lighting effects, props, ramps, platforms, banners, etc.
to make your show more appealing to the eye.

IMPROVEMENT IDEAS Practice in a room with full length
mirrors. See which movements look good, and which come
across as awkward. Practice facing the mirror, as you would
do in a live performance. Videotape your performances and
practices. Play full sets, and later watch the tapes to analyze
your stage presence.

Mentally prepare for performances by getting into the right
frame of mind. Breathe properly, and remember that this is
about fun and expression. That's why they call it "playing".

Work towards completely revealing yourself in your
performance, never holding back. Suspend your fears of
screwing up and let it all out. It sounds silly, but the best
performers do just that. Once you have perfected your parts
through rehearsals, forget all the technicalities and instead
utilize inspiration on stage.

In the end, good stage presence is simple - don't be BORING.
You're free to do whatever you like as long as it is visually
interesting. All you have to do is spend a little time working on
it, and you'll improve the quality of your live shows by leaps
and bounds.

e

Oooops!

There were a few mistakes published in the December issue of
The Hatter Chatter.

I n Fred Baran"s “Quartet
Occasion, the name of the bride in the first paragraph is Lisa
Cerbone-Montalto, not Lisa Carbone.

In the headline on the first page, the Mad Hatters will not be
“competing” in 2009. We a

I n Dick
Days of

“ Mu s i“The TNaver
“ was no

Zang"s
Christmas
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Test Your Knowledge

Submitted by John Bradley

ar e

a

whol e bunch of funny Latin | ooki

how well you know musical terms. Match the number of the terms in the first two columns with the letter of their definitions in the
right two columns. The correct answers are on Page 12 of this issue.

Term Definition

1 A cappella A Sliding between two notes.

2 Adagio B A cousin in the Marine Corps

3 Chromatic scale C Closing section of a movement —a tag

4 Clef D Short detached notes, as opposed to legato

5 Coda E A curve over notes to indicate that a phrase is to be played legato.

6 Cut Time F Word to indicate that the movement or entire composition is to be played
smoothly

7 Consonance G Good choice for a used car.

8 Diminished Fifth H A tempo having slow movement; restful at ease.

9 Energico | A direction in sheet music indicating the tempo is to be very fast.

10 Fermata J Groups of tones that are harmonious when sounded together as in a chord

11 Glissando K To repeat a previous part of a composition generally after other music has
been played

12 Intermezzo L What you try never to fall off of

13 Interval M Short movement or interlude connecting the main parts of the
composition

14 Legato N A symbol in sheet music a direction to play energetically.

15 Ligature 0] To shift to another key

16 Modulation P The movement of chords in succession

17 Piano Q One or more vocalists performing without an accompaniment

18 Polyphony R The distance in pitch between two notes.

19 Presto S An instruction in sheet music {

20 Progression T Parole

21 quarter note ) How much to pay for a ride outside Wal-Mart.

22 Relative Major \ A near empty bottle of Jack Daniels

23 Reprise w Combining a number of individual but harmonizing melodies. Also
known as counterpoint

24 Slur X Includes all twelve notes of an octave

25 Staccato Y Curved line connecting notes to be sung or played as a phrase

26 Tempo Z To hold a tone or rest held beyond the written value at the discretion of

the performer

9 AM to 9 PM Friday February 13, 9 AM to 9 PM Saturday, February 14,
Noon to 9 PM Sunday February 15

Nothing Thrills Like a

Singing Valentine

Send your sweetie a rose, a card and a wonderful memory. A Mad Hatter barbershop quartet in formal attire will come to the place
of your choice to serenade your homey and hand her or him a fragrant rose and a card bearing your name. Only $49!

Call Dick at 203-438-8154 or Bob at 845-225-4919

n



Society and District Notes

New "*Associate’ Classification Announced

The Barbershop Harmony Society is proud to announce a
brand-new classification for women wh o
status with one of the largest singing organizations in the
wor | d Assodidtee pr ogram i s utgrants
official status to members of Sweet Adelines International,
Harmony Incorporated, as well as wives, widows, relatives,
girlfriends, female directors and friends of the Barbershop
Harmony Society.

At half the price of Society dues, Associates will receive
member pricing on all events, music and merchandise, a
subscription to The Harmonizer A new lapel pin and kit
unique to associates, limited Ebiz access, access to password-
protected content at www.barbershop.org, higher inclusion in
Society communications and marketing, networking
opportunities with other associates and members.

Effective January of 2009, active non-member female
directors of Society chapters will be required to become
“ As s o c i drecteaghorustinaccompetition. Active non-
member male directors of Society chapters will be required to
become members of the Society to direct a chorus in
competition.

New Youth Membership Plan as of January 1

Stop the presses! Effective January 1, 2009, per the Society
Board of Directors, there is a NEW YOUTH
MEMBERSHIP PLAN. The plan is this: There is no longer
a student classification from this point forward. We have a
new Youth 1 category that includes all men ages 25 and
younger. The three key highlights of the plan are:

e Join the Society for $10, period (the $10 covers the
processing and enrollment fee, and materials sent to
the new member).

e Each subsequent year remains %2 regular member
dues until the year in which he turns 26.

e Thereisnolonger a “student
regular members over 25 years of age pay full
membership dues, and all senior members still pay %
price dues.

Want to Sing Barbershop in Ireland?

How about the luck of all of us to have a FABULOUS
opportunity to see the beautiful sites of Ireland and sing
barbershop music in some amazing venues like St. Patrick's
Cathedral in Dublin and St. Mary's Cathedral in Killarney!

You are invited to join the Harmony Pilgrimage Tour to
Ireland with members of Harmony, Inc. March 8-16, 2009.

desire

I am so honored to have been asked to be the official director
of this tour>and am putting together a list of songs as we
speak. Wouldn't it be GREAT to have a large showing of

« talgpted; siggerg from the NED and Harmony, Inc. attending

and singing together? Complete details can be found on:

me mber shi p b

http://www.hérmonvinc.orq/events/ireland2009.htm.>

http://www.harmonyinc.org/events/ireland2009.htm.

TLC Tours is organizing this trip. If you have any questions
about rooms, rates and deadlines please send an email to:

leo@tlctours.com.

In Harmony!
Wendy McCoole

NED Leadership Academy

As much fun as we are all having, and that's not a trivial thing,
our chapters are mostly failing and require better leadership.
Leadership that is willing to renew itself on a yearly basis.
Doing the same thing is bound to get the same results, right?
So where will you go to learn how to do things differently?
May | humbly suggest that the best place to do this is at The
NED Leadership Academy. It is close by, it is inexpensive
and the faculty understands your issues.

Here is a quick list of offerings. President ~ Be A Better
Leader. Treasurer ~ Be More Than A Bookkeeper. Secretary
~ A Manager Of Communications and Processes. Music &
Performance ~ Creating An Environment Of Excellence.
Membership/MRRT ~ Are You The Sales Department or The
Human Resources Manager? Youth In Harmony -~
Barbershop, It's Not Just For Old Folks Anymore... truth is,
never was. Chapter Program ~ Are We Having Fun Yet?
Chorus Director Workshop ~ You Are The Cause Of The
Results. And many others. Not Bad, Huh? Sounds like it's

wprptedriplome! 5t i on. Al I

Remember...

1. Your chapter pays an assessment...send at least some one

2.Start planning your 2010 Board now, send next years
Officers this year so they are ready to go Day One!

3. Even if you learn nothing, this is always a fun weekend (and
the nothing won't happen

More info can be found at:

www.nedistrict.org/index.cfm?page id=49&subpage of=56

See you in Fitchburg on January 10™
Michael Klein, NED VP Member Services
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Society and District Notes

Continued from the previous page

American Harmony - the Movie

The American Harmony movie is the best thing for barbershop
harmony since the Buffalo Bills stormed Broadway in 1957.

American Harmony, the documentary, had a very exciting and

Chorus Coaching Opportunity

I would like to tell you about a amazing coaching opportunity!
David Harrington will be in Montreal for the Great Northern
Harmony Workshop on the weekend of February 7th, 2009.
He is willing to come in early and/or stay later to coach
choruses in the NED who are interested.

Any interested chorus should contact me ASAP for more
information (eg. cost, availability, etc.). This will be on a first
come, first served basis. This offer is also being made to

succes S_f ul screen i_ ng at t he (Bagnbnh Bd afdSAIRhaptdrd ih theONBriheastS® et yBuk ¥ " S
2008 International Convention in Nashville, TN. Now the request in early!
producers, Aengus James (who is also the writer/director) and
Colin Mi”er, want to take it beyond barberShop devotees. Don't miss out on this fabulous Opportunity!!
The film, which is a tribute to the human musical spirit, is i wheato@live.concordia.ca
more than three years in the making and was edited by Kate
Amend, the editor of two Oscar-winning documentaries. 514-770-5323.
o ) ) ) Jen Wheaton
The movie is an in-depth look at the amazingly rich subculture
of a true American art form. It follows the lives of some of
the biggest names to emerge from international competition in The Great Northern Harmony Workshop!
the Society”“s history,-andfde wel | as I nterviews with rank
members, al bedstdppeer s. The school will be held February 7th, 2009. There is no
. . . headliner quartet this year, due to availability problems.
;he f'll\n/]l featu\r}es flogr prommen:j RS)OC'?Itly quartets — OC;; However, we have an all-star faculty on hand for coaching
imes, Max Q, Vocal Spectrum, and REVellie — Over a span o quartets or choruses The faculty, this year includes David
years, on stage and at home, in their personal quests for Harrington, Gene Spilker, Mark Holdeman, Shawn Thomas
international recognition as they experience the thrill of James Este’s Jim Coates ’Diane Coates Dréw Wheaton and
victory, and the agony of not quite making it. American Mike Gabriélla among rr,1any others!! ' '
Harmony received an enthusiastic reception from film ’ o
distributors and other non-Society audiences. Faculty list, Course descriptions and registration forms are
. . . . Available: : .
The film is a mixture of obsessi on, singing, zany comedy
nailkbi ti ng competitieonwébssiatyes. J*“alnheiss HﬁB?/wEvaharmonize com/GNHW
the story of several dreamers who journey from their ' ' '
,ordinary"“ |ives to the worl dAn?q’ﬁe@tign?canibéqdireEt&iE‘)mehJanaFS of winnir
gol d."” T
. . . j_wheato@live.concordia.ca
American Harmony was filmed by James and his camera Jen Wheaton 514-770-5323
crews during the Societyidhs | ast t%ree i nternational conven
and is interspersed with footage and other graphic elements
provided by the Barbershop Harmony Society. These . . .
elements combine to tell a very compelling story: New Music Available:
The wupdated library of published and unpublished

Because the success of this movie is so important and can help
us gain unprecedented exposure for barbershop to the masses,
Society leadership is in the process of organizing a phone tree
to make personal contact with chapter leaders across the
Society, not only to encourage participation but to address any
questions or concerns.

For more details about how your chapter can help bring this
movie to a theater near you, visit:

www.barbershop.org/americanharmony

Tell us what you think.

arrangements has been posted to the S o c i evdbgite’ 201
new arrangements have been added since the last posting in
August. To access the searchable PDF file, go to the Society
website:

http://www.barbershop.org/

Clickon* Gétu s i ¢ ” / MuSieLai rbcr ha o pyace Your
order for music, contact

marketplace@barbershop.org

Or call 800 876-7464 and ask for Harmony Marketplace.

-11 -


http://e2ma.net/go/1595275833/1447290/53109438/goto:http:/www.barbershop.org/americanharmony:/www.barbershop.org/americanharmony
mailto:j_wheato%40live.concordia.ca
http://www.harmonize.com/GNHW
mailto:j_wheato%40live.concordia.ca
http://e2ma.net/go/1595275833/1447290/53109766/goto:http:/www.barbershop.org/
mailto:marketplace@barbershop.org

Ye Olde Joke Boarde

Submitted by the Unknown Barbershopper

A baritone was playing Trivial Pursuit one night. It was his
turn. He rolled the dice and landed on "Science & Nature."
His question was, "If you are in a vacuum and someone calls
your name, can you hear it?" He thought for a time and then
asked, "Is it on or off?"

A barbershop baritone hated his wife's cat and decided to get
rid of him one day by driving it 20 blocks from his home and
leaving it at the park. As the baritone was getting home, the
cat was walking up the driveway.

The next day the baritone decided to drive the cat 40 blocks
away. He put the beast out of the car and headed home.
Driving back up his driveway, there was the cat!

He kept taking the cat further and further away and the cat
would always beat him home. At last the baritone decided to
drive a few miles away, turn right, then left, past the bridge,
then right again and another right until he reached what he
thought was a safe distance from his home and left the cat
there.

Hours later the baritone called home to his wife: "Jen, is the
cat there?" "Yes", the wife answered, "why do you ask?"

Frustrated, the baritone answered, "Put that rotten animal on
the phone, I'm lost and need directions!"

A barbershop baritone was walking home alone late one night
when he heard a.. BUMP. . .

Walking faster he looked back, and made out the image of an
upright coffin banging its way down the middle of the street
towards him. BUMP... BUMP... BUMP...

Terrified, the baritone began to run toward his home, the
coffin bouncing quickly behind him... faster... faster...
BUMP... BUMP.... BUMP...

He ran up to his door, fumbled with his keys, opened the door,
rushed in, slammed and locked the door behind him, with the
lid of the coffin clapping... clappity-BUMP... clappity-
BUMP... clappity-BUMP... clappity-BUMP... on the heels of
the terrified man..

Rushing upstairs to the bathroom, the baritone locked himself
in. His heart was pounding; his head was reeling; his breath
was coming in sobbing gasps.

With a loud CRASH the coffin broke down the door. bumping
and clapping toward him.

The man screamed and reached for something, anything... but
all he could find was a bottle of cough syrup!
Desperate, he threw the cough syrup at the coffin and the
coffin stopped.

A redneck baritone visits Boston and meets a girl in a noisy
bar.

"Do you go to Harvard?" he asks. "Yale" says she.

"OK," he says, "DOO YOUUU GOO TOOO HARVARD?"

Test Your Knowledge

Answers _

BUMP. BUMP. . . behind him.
1.Q 2.H 3. X 4. L 5.C
6.T 7.1 8.V 9.N 10.Z
11. A 12. M 13.R 14.F 15.Y
16.0 17.S 18. W 19. | 20.P
21.U 22.B 23.K 24.E 25.D
26. G

-12 -



Mad Hatter January Rehearsal Schedule

Submitted by Lyle LaPlante

Notes on January Programming.

Below is our tentative plan for January. It assumes Bill Manion is willing to continue teaching the Music Reading Class and that we
willbeready bythe 13"t o have all parts f oit |Ho@itoatend the LdAdenship &dnferenae in Fitohburgw e b s
MA, on January 9, and | may come up with some changes, but at least here are my thoughts as we enter the new year.

January 6" January 20th
6:00  Board of Directors meeting 6:30 Music Committee Meeting
7:30 Warmup 7:30 Warmup
7:40 Craft 7:40 Craft
7:50 Learn-a-Tag 7:50 Tag
8:00 Final session on “Baby” 8:00 “Glocca Morra” Part 2
8:30 Break - Sectionals
8:40 Business Meeting - Regroup
8:50 Duelling Choruses 8:30 Break
9:05 Listen to “Glocca Morra” 840 p BusitessMeetingg h sheet musi c
9:15 One Quartet Song depending on which has all 8:50 Chorus Sight Read of a Tag followed by a Tag Tag
members present (just keep repeating the tag)
920 Polishingeeingl Ybu, Be” Bou 9MakB8etMei onal Wor k and -Bdhoom”u s
Feel So Young’ 9:50 One Quartet Song
- Sectionals Review “ When You Leave Wal k Out |
- Chorus Coaching Think You're Walking I n”
Review “ How Can A Whi skey That' s 1B00KT&W&VEs Ol d Whup A
Man That's 33?7
10:0  KTWWS January 27th
7:30 Warmups
7:40 Craft
January 13th 7:50  Tags
6:00 Music Reading Class 805 “Glocca Morra” Part 3 Sect
7:30 Warmups - Regroup
7:40 Craft 8:30 Break
7:50 Tag 8:40 Business Meeting
8: 00Gl“occa MwWrra,” par 8:50 Box Quartets from Polecat Book. Two quartets will
- Sectionals be picked and each will sing a different polecat song
- Regroup of their choice.
8:30 Break 9:05 Chorus Coachin g o B 0“0Snt
8:40 Business Meeting 9:35 One quartet song
8:50  Polecat Tag 9:40  Great Choruses DVD Viewing
9:05 One Quartet Song Review “ You Can't Have Your Kate

910 Sectional Wor k and -Boohoom”us 1@006KI®WNWENg on “ Sh

9:40  Great Choruses DVD Viewing

Review “I Just Bought A Car From The Guy That Stole My
Girl, But The Car Don't Run So | Figure We Got An
Even Deal”

10:00 KTWWS

-13 -



The Danbury, CT Chapter SPEBSQSA
PO Box 5149
Brookfield, CT 06804-5149

President:
Musical Director:

Robert Bradley
Joseph Hudson

Assistant Director: Jim Hopper
Assistant Director: Don Sutherland
Assistant Director: Bill Manion
Membership VP: Danny Anderson
Public Relations VP: Terry Dunkle
Music VP: Jim Hopper
Secretary: Robert Golenbock
Treasurer: Dick Walter
Member at Large: Fred Baran
Member at Large: Art Roberts
Member at Large: Bill Manion

Program Committee
Chairman

Uniform Chairman:

Harmony Foundation

Lyle LaPlante
Joseph Hudson

Chairman: Danny Anderson
Music Librarian: Chuck Kreiger
Sunshine Chairman: Don Smith
Package Show Chairman: Dick Walter

Chorus Manager: Robert Golenbock

The Hatter Chatter

John Bradley, Hatter editor
46 Worthington Court

Lake Carmel, NY 10512
Jorad1313@earthlink.net

Dick Zang, Chatter editor
2 Camelot Crest

Sandy Hook, CT 06482
jezang@charter.net

Proofreader: Miss Taralily

The editors of the Hatter Chatter welcome submissions from
all chapter members and friends of the Mad Hatters:nfail,
mail, paper airplane us your thoughts, ebrvations,
opinions, singing tips an

into Pulitzer Prize copy T

January Milestones

Birthdays:

4 - Pat Sutherland
6 - Charlie Rosa

6 — Don Smith

30 - Chuck Kreiger

Wedding Anniversaries:
14 - Bill and Gloria Keenan

Mark Your Calendars

December 31 — Chapter Sing-out: First Night
Danbury. The Galleria, 225 Main St., Danbury. Uniform:
black tuxedo, white plain collar shirt with ribbed front,
black studs, red bowtie, red cummerbund, black socks,
black shoes. Arrive 5:30 PM sing 6:00, 6:35, 7:10.

Leadership Academy 2009
COTS / NEDed / TopGun / HOD
Friday & Saturday January 9th & 10th, 2009
Monty Tech Fitchburg, MA

Four Points by Sheraton  Leominster, MA
For information:
www.nedistrict.org/index.cfm?page id=49&subpage of=56

January 30 — Mad Hatter Officer Installation

Dinner at the Hearth Restaurant, 756 Federal Road,
Brookfield, CT. 7:00 PM.

Mad Hatter Chorus Annual Show - May 30 at
Brookfield High School. Guest Quartet: Lunch Break.
More details to follow.

V\hF-l[—

Stompin' At the Savoy
Manchester, CT Silk City Chorus Annual Show

JANUARY 17th 1:30 pm and 7:30 pm: Featuring current
International Champs, OC Times., Fourth place medalist
Redline and A Completely Different Note, an a cappella group
from the University of Connecticut. Location: Manchester
High School, 134 Middle Turnpike, West Manchester, CT.
Tickets: General Admission $18.00, Senior/Student $15.00,
Prime Reserved Seats $28.00, Secondary Reserved Seats
$23.00.

For Tickets caIrI: g860) 523—%684 we

e[.v e o1l 1 turn
ormation:

In

www.silkcitybarbershopchorus.org/annualshow/index.html

Afterglow at the nearby Marco Polo Restaurant: $17.00.

)1, BARBERSHOP

{, HARMONY
_aﬁ SOCIETY
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